
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



mm 



Digitized by 



Google 



N\%ZZ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



■ 1 



p-l--? 






Z E L U C 0. 



>«M 



VARIOUS VIEWS 

O F 

HUMAN NATURE, 

TAKEN 

From LIFE and MAN-NERS, 
Foreign and Domeftic. 

» ■ Cur tamen hos tu 
Evafifle putesy quod diri confcia fa6li 
Mens habet attonitos, et furdo verbere caedit, 
Occultum quatiente animb tortore flagellum ? 
Poena autem vehemens, ac multo faevior illis, 
Quas et Cseditius gravis invenit aut Rbadamanthus, 
{^o6le dieque fuum geftare in pe£lore teftem. Juy« 

IN TWO VOLUMES, 
V Q L. I. 

The §,ECOND EDITION, Corrcacd. 

LONDON: 

Printed for A. Straman ; and T. Cadbll, in the Strand* 
M DCC LXXXIX. 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



s 



1 ' 





^ 



V 



^ 



Z E L U C O. 



CHAP. I. 

Sirong Indications of a vicious Difpofition. 

RELIGION teaches, that Vice leads 
to endlefs mifery in a future ftate ; 
and Experience proves, that in fpite of the 
gayeft and moft profperous appearances, 
inward mifery accompanies her; for, even 
in this life, her ways are ways of wretch- 
edtiefs, and all her paths are woe. 

This obfervation has been fo often made, 
that it muft be known to all, and its truth 
is feldom formally denied by any ; yet the 
condud of men would fometimes lead us 
to fufped, either that they had never heard 
it, or that they think it falfc. To recal a 
A a truth 
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truth of fuch importance to the recolledion 
of mankind, and to illuftrate it by example,^ 
may therefore be of ufe. 

Tracing the windings of Vice, however, 
and delineating the difgufting features of 
Villany, are unpleafant- tafks ; . and fome 
people cannot bear to contemplate fuch a 
pidlure. It is fair, therefore, to warn 
Readers of this turn of mind, not to perufe 
the ftory of Zeluco^ 

This perfon, fprung from a noble family 
in Sitily, was a native of Palermo, where 
he pafled the years of early childhood, 
without being diftinguifhed by any thing 
very remarkable in his difpolition, unlefs 
it was a tendency 'to infolence, and an in- 
clination to domineer over boys of inferior 
rank and circumftances. The bad ten- 
dency of this, however, was {q ftrongly 
remonftrated againft by his father, and . 
others who fuperintended his education, 
that it was in a great degree checked, and 
in a fair way of being entirely overcome. 

In the tenth year of his age he loft his 
father, and was left under the guidance of , 

^ a mother. 
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21 mother, whofe darling he had ever been, 
and who had often blamed her hufband for 
too great fe verity to a fon, whom, in her 
fond opinion, nature had endowed with 
every good quality. 

A fhort time after the death of his father, 
Zeluco began to betray ftrong fymptoms of 
that violent and overbearing difpofition to 
which he had always had a propenfity, 
though he had hitherto been obliged to re- 
ftrain it. Had that gentleman lived a few 
years longer, the violence of Zeluco's tem- 
per would, it is probable, have been weak- 
ened, or entirely annihilated, by the con- 
tinued influence of this habit of reftraint, 
and the reft of his life might have exhibited 
a very different character ; for he fliewed 
fufficient command of himfelf as long as 
his father lived: but very foon after his 
death, he indulged, without control, every 
humour and caprice; and his miftaken 
mother applauding the blufterings of petu- 
lance and pride as indications of fpirit, his 
temper became more and more ungovern- 
able^ and at length feemed as inflammable 
A3 as 
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as gunpowder, burfting info flafhes of rage 
at the flighted touch of provocation. 

It may be proper to mention one inftancc 
of this violence of temper, from which the 
reader will be enabled to form a jufter no- 
tion than his mother did, of what kind of 
fpirit it was an indication. 

He had a favourite fparrow, fo tame that 
it picked crumbs from his hand, and hopped 
familiarly on the table. One day' it did 
not perform certain tricks wKich he had 
taught it, to his fatisfaftion. This put 
the boy into a paffion : the bird being _ 
frightened, attempted to fly oflf the table. 
He fuddenly feized it with his hand, and 
while it ftruggled to get free, with a curfe 
he fqueezed the little animal to death. 
His tutor, who was prefent, was fo 
fhocked at this inftance of abfurd and 
brutal rage, that he punifhed him as he 
deferved, faying, ^^ I hope this will cure 
*' you of giving vent tp fuch odious gufts ' 
" of paflion. If it does not, remember 
^' what I tell you. Sir j they will render 
^* you hateful to others, w'retched to your- 
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*' felf, and may bring you one day to opea 
" ihame and endlefs retnorfe/* Zeluco 
complained to his mother; and fhe dif- 
mi0ed the tutor, declaring, that (he^i^ould 
not have her fon's vivacity repreffed by the 
rigid maxims of a narrow-minded pedant. 
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CHAP. II. 

See how the world its veterans rewards ! 
A youth of frolicks-^an old age of Cards. 

PoPErf 

"DEING now freed from that authority 
which had hitherto (limulated him to 
occafional exertions, Zeluco renounced all 
application to letters. This was partly 
owing to the love of diffipation and amufe- 
ment natural to boys, but principally to 
the influence of a maxim very generally 
adopted by fervants, and by them and 
other profound obfervers inftilled into the 
minds of the young heirs of great for- 
tunes, whofe faculties it too often be- 
numbs, like the touch of the torpedo, and 
renders them incapable through life of 
every praife^worthy exertion. The maxim 
is this — That learning, although it is fome- 
tiipes of fervice to thofe who are intended 
for certain profeflions, or are in anyway 

to 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O, 9 

to gain a livelihood by it, is entirely ufelefg 
to men whofe fortunes are already made. 
— -It is hardly to be conceived how many 
young minds have been checked in the pro- 
grefs of improvement by the fccret opera* 
tion of this malignant dodrine. 

The negledt of letters was compenfated, 
in his mother's opinion, by his afliduous 
application to dancing, fencing, and other 
accomplifhments of the fame clafs. In- 
.deedj (he imagined he beftowed fuper« 
fluoiis pains even on thefe, being per- 
fuaded that nature had done fo much for 
her fon, that there was no need of the 
ornaments of art. 

Being captivated with the uniform of 
fome Neapolitan officers, Zeluco, at an early 
'period of his life, announced a decided tafte 
for the profeffion of arms. This heroic 
refolution was highly approved of by all 
thofe to whom he communicated it; which, 
indeed, was generally the cafe whatever 
he communicated, becaufe he aflbciated 
only with thofe who were ready to ap- 
prove of all he did or propofed ; for it 

was 
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was another miferable trait in this young 
man's charadcr, to pi*efer the company ojE^ 
obfequious dependants, who on no occafion 
withhold their aflent, to that of men of a 
liberal fpirit or of equal rank with himfelf; 
a feature which infallibly puts an end to 
improvement, and renders a man at length 
as difagreeable to fociety as fociety is to 
him.— The tender affedion of his mother 
was not greatly alarmed at the martial re- 
folution of her fon, becaufe in the Neapo- 
litan dominions the profcffion of a foldiet 
having no connexion with fighting, this 
indulgent parent knew that her fon's mili- 
tary ardour would fubjedl him to no other 
danger than is attendant on reviews : ta 
this-fhe fubmitted, being aware that glory 
could not be obtained for nothing. 

The pacific fituatipn of the Neapolitan 
army, however, was not Zeluco's reafon 
for preferring it ; for he was naturally o^ 
a daring fpirit. He, like' many other idle 
young men, was attracted to the profeffion 
of arms by a relifh for the drefs of an offi- 
cer, and by the vanity of command over a 

few 
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few foldiers. At this time he thought no 
deeper on the fubje^l. An application was 
therefore made by this indulgent mother 
for a commiffion for her fon; between 
which period and the time of its being 
granted, Zeluco counted the moments with 
the moft fretful impatience ; for although 
he had already ordered his regimentals, and 
often indulged himfclf in the pleafurc of 
ftrutting in them before a mirror, yet he 
experienced the agonies of Tantalus till he 
could appear with them abroad. As the 
exigencies of the fervice did not require 
the immediate prefence of Zeluco, he was 
permitted to remain at Palermo^ and was 
introduced by his mother into a feledl circle 
of her own acquaintance, which, flie in- 
formed him, confided of the very hefi com-^ 
pany of Palermo, where he would acquire 
the moft ufefnl of all knowledge — the 
knowledge of the world— and • this too in 
the moft agreeable and moft efFe<3:ual man- 
ner. 

This fociety was principally compofed of 
a fct of ladies of quality — maidens, ^i^es^ 

and 
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and widows— refpedtable undoubtedly ort 
account of their fex and age ; and a few 
gentlemen, who bore a wonderful refem- 
blance in charadter to the ladies. What- 
ever bufinefs or avocation the members of 
this fociety had, befides thofe of cards and 
ileep> it muft be confefled that fuch avoca- 
tions occupied but a moderate fhare of their 
time, as all of them fpent fix or fe^^ea 
hours of the four-and-twenty in the for- 
mer, and none of them allowed lefs than 
nine to the latter. 

Zelucp's bloom, vivacity, and aptitude 
in learning the different games, procured 
him many flattering marks of attention 
from the female members. Thefe for fome 
time pleafed the youth himfelf, while his 
mother was highly gratified with the con- 
gratulations poured out on all fides on the , 
promifing talents and charmiiig appearance 
of her fon ; fhe refiedled with plcafure alfo 
on the vaft advantage which he enjoyed in 
being, at fuch an early period of his life, re- 
moved from the contagion of frivolous com- 
pany, and introduced into fo poliftied a circle. 

What 
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What degree of improvement a fteady 
and perfevering cultivation of this fociety 
might have produced in Zeluco, was not 
fairly tried ; for the flattery and blandilh- 
mcnts of the old ladies foon became in- 
fipid, and he ftrayed in fearch of pleafure 
to thofe haunts where fhe appears witli 
lefs decorum and more zeft ; foon after 
he joined his regiment at Naples, where 
he pafled mofl of his time with a few 
young officers, who, with an equal paf- 
fion for pleafure, had not equal means of 
indulging it, arid were therefore too apt to ^ 
flatter his vanity and bear his humours. — 
The love of pleafure feemed to increafe 
upon him by indulgence, and was greatly 
cheriflied by the ill-judged prodigality of 
his mother, whofe fondnefs could not re*, 
fift his unrelenting importunity for money. 
The means with which this furniflied him 
of indulging all his humours, in a country 
\^here rank claims an almoft defpotic fway 
ever the lower orders of mankind, joined 
to his keeping coippany only with depend- 
ants, cherifhed and invigorated the feeds 
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of caprice, felfiflxnefs, pridci and injuftice, 
which had been early fown in the breaft of 
Zeluco, and perhaps generated thofe which 
did not originally exift. With no purfuit 
but pleafure, and with fuperfluous means 
of attaining it, he enjoyed very little, being 
the conftant flave of humour and caprice ; 
and, be(ides, he looked forward with fuch 
fretful impatience to the period when the 
Jaw allowed him the uncontrolled command 
of his fortune, as was fufficient pfitfelfto 
embitter all his prefent enjoyments. 

The original fource of his wretchednefs, 
and what had augmented, or perhaps ge-^ 
nerated, this miferable impatience of tem-** 
per, was the indulgence of his humours, 
9nd his being too liberally fupplied in the 
:fneans of gratification; but he himfclf im-* 
puted all his mifery to the fcanty allowance 
granted by his tutors, and to his not being 
of age. . 

Previous to this period He returned to 
Palermo ; and although he did not attend 
his mother's affemblies with all the punc- 
tuality that (lie wifhed, yet he could not 
I alfways, 
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fihvays refift the importunity of a mother 
who was ready to make every facrifice for 
his gratification, and who exaded nothing 
in return but that he fhould give her the 
pleafure of feeing him admired in public, 
and condefcend to beflow a little of hi« 
company on her in private. 

The happy moment he had fo <anxioufly 
lighed for arrived ; and his guardians de« 
volved into his own hands the intirc con-^ 
du£t of his fortune. But while he re- 
mained in Sicily, on account of certain ar^ 
rangements for which his prefence was 
thought indifpenfably neceffary, an incident 
occurred whicfi det^iined hiqoi longer that) 
)^e intendedt 
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CHAP. iir. 

Virtue {he finds too painful an endeavour ; 
, Content to dwell in decencies for ever. 

Pope. 

/^NE of the moft important perfonages 
of the fociety into which Zeluco hacl 
been introduced, was the Cbuntefs Brunella^ 
a lady who took every opportunity of in- 
finuating that Ihe had been in her youth 
greatly diftinguifhed for her beauty. No- 
thing, however, remained to juftify her 
pretenfions, except this fingle confideration, 
that as {he had no fortune, and po{re{red 
no amiable quality, it was impo{Iible to 
account for the ijiarriage which raifed her 
both ttp?rank and fortune, but by fuppofing 
that, at the time it took place, {he was 
handfome- Her charms, however, what- 
ever they had once been, were now en- 
tirely fled : but {he ftill retained all the 
vanity, infolencej^ and caprice, which ever 

attended 
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attended khe bloom of beauty» with the ad- 
dition of that peeviibnefs and ill-humour 
^rhich often accompany its decay. Her 
infolence, however, was pnly displayed to . 
the unproteded, and her ilUhumour to her 
fervants; for, to her fuperiors Ihe was 
always obfequious, and to her equals fhe 
difplayed an everlafting fimper of appro- 
bation. This woman's benevolence was 
regulated by decorum ; her friendfhip by 
conveniency ; and all her afFedlions by eti- 
quette. Her heart had no concern in any 
of thefe matters. 

She was chafte, without being virtuous; 
becaufe in her it proceeded from conftitu- 
tion, not principle. Guarded by the breaft- 
plate of frigidity, which, like the ^gis of 
Minerva, repels the/fhafts of .love, fhe 
walked through life ere(3:, and fteady to. 
the dictates of decorum and fejf-intpreft, 
without a flip or falfe ftepj . ., .;, 

Inexorable to all helplefs femalps who^ 
from the frailty of natuije, or the perfidy ^ 
of man, were obferyed to totter, or even, 
to ftoop, in their progrcfs, (he infifted 

Vol. lb that 
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that they ihould htfot cTcr.dxlcliKled from 
the fociety of the upright: and if any per-i* 
{on (hewed u di^flikiil ta palliate tbeif 
ewor«, this trultuw erf* chaftiry quitted, £br 
a moAient, the frail bird cm whoti!^ Ibe h^ 
pouiiccd, and turned her envenomed beak 
againft thofe who we*e fl&r fltewtng xhi 
fmalleft dfegree of metcy j aiid being freed 
by nature from any propenflty to one pai^ti-* 
cular frailty, Ihe indulged, without boundai 
in the gratification of envy, hatred, flan- 
ddr, haughtinefs, and other vices of the 
fame clafs, for which, from her childhood, 
(he had difcovered a decided tafte. 

This lady had a niece who lived With 
her. The young lady had little or no 
fortune in her own pofieflion, and as little 
in expetetion from her aunt, who was 
too vain and often tatiout to fave any of 
h^ iticoittet anspie as it was. But the 
Countefii flattered^ hei&lf that fixe (houM 
ffrocur^ her niece fuch a ip^rarriage as would 
iriftantly fuppfy all deficiencksi and raiie 
her to %eakh add grandeur. She mad^ 
feveral B^Ciiccefifbl attempts for that pur* 

3 P^^fc; 
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pde I tlie fiulure proceeded more from dif* 
likc of the iky0t> than from the want of 
attra^liods m the young lady. 

A little after Zeluco came of age, the 
aunt fixed her eyes on him as a commo** 
dious match for ^r ntece.~i^e was not 
«ioacquainted with his irr^ularities, but as 
&t confidered rank and fortune as the great 
eflentials in a huftsmd, thefe being fe- 
cured, (he thought the reft of fmall im* 
portance. On former occafions ihe had 
proved, that Bxc looked upon age and in« 
^rmity as no obftacles to the honpur of 
being a huiband to her niece, and by the 
pains flie liow took to draw in Zeluco to a 
marriage, ihe made it clear that flie confi* 
dered profligacy as an obje^on equally 
friyolous. v 

She began by paying uncoihm^n atten«* 
tion to the mother of Zeluco: as the 
Countefs Brunella mm her ^fiiperior by 
nuptial ranki this attentioa greatly 9at« 
tered the vanity of that wea^ ^^Hpajl*-^ . 
She had lor htAt tittie obiferved that ^^ 
luco feemed to toy more partiitultf jrej^rd 
B a 19 
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to her niece than to any other young lady 
W Palermo ; and fhe carefally inftrufled' 
her in ihe arid of cherifhing a moderate de^ 
tgree of liking into a violent pafiiohl But 
this young lady, with lefs prudenoe, had 
much more fenlibility than. her aUnti The 
genteel figurb and aUurihgl. manners of 
Zeluco feduced. her into tall : the unfufpcdtr 
mg xxinfid^Ojcir of; loye ; ( bjiitr he, amidfl: 
^ffe^ted pafljori^^preferved all the circumr 
ipcdifini afdetertained perfidy .; 

<:Whalft; the aunt,' therefore, was artfully 
planniDg' what ,0ie confide];ed as an ad- 
i^^fentagcous match for her niece, the un- 
wary young woman granted, without 
jparriage, what her aunt in fimtlar cir*- 
^Uinftances had careful) yvpreferved ; not 
from any value (he put upon the thing, 
J^ut merely becaufe. fhe kaew^ iKat by that 
tmeaoii aV>oe. (he could fecufiC the hpfband 
^ha then paid .his xQurtfc to. hfr**. *.. 
... Zelucp, fpoo becai»e ti?e4;:9f ;his con- 
queft, and ili%ul^d ;wjt^7the, Je%r8 of the 
unhappy gicK He^nfeglea^fi^her with ao 
iinfl^lid^g iadifFfreaccFmopew unpardonable 
^- 1 1 than 
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than the crime he had committed. ' Thia 
being obferved by the aunt, flie queilioned 
her niece, who can^dly cortfeffed what her 
fitiiatidn would in a fhort time have revealed. 
The Countefs expoftulated with Zeluco^ 
attempting to obtain by threats, what in- 
tegrity and a fenfeofli'onour ought to have 
inclined him to {)erf<rt'm. He treated her 
threats With dertfion, and with all the cool- 
nefs of a veteran in iniquity he toM hefi 
that if Jhe chofe to Iree^ her niece's fecret^ • 
^ fhould ;' in which cafe, by the induftry 
of her aunt, fhe might ftill be provided 
with a hufband : *^ in the mean time/' 
added he farcaftically, ^' it is to be hoped 
that you will make your own niece an ex- 
ception from your favourite maxim, that 
all who have made a fingle falfe ftep (hould 
be for ever excluded from refpedlable fo- 
ciety-" 

The young lady retired to a relation in 
the country, and the adventure might have 
remained unknown to the public, had not 
the aunt, in the madnefs of her refentment^ 
prompted a Neapolitan officer, who de* 
B 3 pended 
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pended 6ti her intereft fbt his promotkm, 
to call Zeluco to an account for his condti^ 
on this occafioQ. Zeluco» who was cto- 
ilitutionally intrepidt had for fome time 
wiibcd for an opportunity of fighting a 
duel^ the eclat of which wa« wanting to his 
reputation. He went out at the firft hint 
with the NeapolitaOf and, being an ad« 
mirable fwordfman^ wousMied and difarin* 
ed him; and thus became an obje^ii: of ' 
greater admiration in the eyes of many 
ladies than ever, both on account of thia 
duel, and the occafion of it. 

The rage, difappointmeht, and woundiul 
pride of the aunt, when flie knew the 
event of the duel, rendered her exceed^ 
ingly miferable ; but as in her profperity 
ihe had no feeling for th^ unfortunate, 
her own misfortunes excited no compalV 
fion. Some of her moft intimate ac- 
quaintance, who pafled for her friends, 
involving the niece in their hatred of the 
aunt, betrayed a malicious fatisfadion at 
the fate of the unhappy young woman. 
And what was equally unjuft, the public 

indignation 



Digitized by 



Coogle 



Z E L V C O.^ 23 

indignation at the bafe condtid of Zeluoo 
iTras not fo great as it ought to have beeny 
merely becaufe the perfon he had ruined 
was the niece of this odious dowager. 

This woman might, have gone through 
!tfe wi^h as few enemies as friendS) had 
fhe remained paffivcly felfilh ; but (he was 
making continual profeflions of friendfhip ; 
Si€ afield to be tbe dearefi friend of all 
h6r acquaintoneei and to take a moft ex* 
-iraondioary fliaiie of inttrefl; in all their 
concerns. Each ef them in their turns 
idifoQvered that her profeflions were falfe— 
-fiom her acquaintance t^ey became her 
eaemiesy and beheld her misfortunes with 
joy^ which otherwife they would have re-». 
garddd only with iodiffereacet 
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C HA P. IV. 

The Gratitude of a Son to an indulgent 
Mother. 

A SHORT time after this adventure, 
Zeluco pafled over tp Italy, and in 
the different ftates of that luxurious coun- 
try he fpent two years, in every voluptu- 
ous and expenfive gratification that his 
oWn imagination, or that of the profligate 
company he kept, could fuggeft. His mo- 
ther had parted from him with reludance j 
her fond partiality remained flrong is ever, 
in fpite of all the proofs of a vicious dif- 
pofition he had difplayed : fhe viewed his 
character in a manner precifely the reverfe 
of that in which Defdemona contemplated 
Othello's ;• (he faw Zeluco's mind in bis 
vi/age ; and as th^s was fair and regular, 
fhe fondly believed it to be a faithful index 
of the other ; impiiting all that part of his 

conduct 
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.condjuft i^rhich fhd c6uld not juftify, to 
the warmth of youth, which time and rc- 
• fleSion would foon correCt. She extrafted 
a' promife from* him, before they parted, 
thai he fliould write to her regularly twice 
every mohth till his ' return. And as fhe 
had obferved on many occafions that he 
was by no itteans exa<^ in fulfilling his 
engagementSj 'fhe took this promife with 
fome folemnity, and made him renew it 
oftener than once, adding, that if he nep^ 
gleded, ihe (hould certainly imagine that 
Ibmething very terrible had happened : (he 
therefore entreated him very earneftly, ty 
a piindual correfpondence, tq fave her from, 
fuch a painful idea. 

The manner in which Zeluco fulfilled 
this engagement, will fet his filial afFe<3:ion . 
in a clear point of view. 

In a very fhort fpace after his arrival on 
>the continent, he began to think the/writing 
:a few lines every fortnight tp his mother 
Sk piece of intolerable fla very.-— And being, 
while at Rome, confined to his chamber, 
on account of a complaint which debarred 

him 
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iApi equally from pleafore aod amufiMnenr, 
ire tliougbt this a commodious opportunitt 
of anticipating the trouble of a corr<v 
%mdence wbicfa was apt to break in u|poxi 
him at lefe convenient feafonB. He therer 
&re wrote a number of ktters to his nu>i- 
ther, a little Taried in the expreffioo^ and 
fttsoperly .dated ; thefe be arranged accord'* 
ing to their ijates, and then calling his vdlet 
ide chambref— " There," faid hct ** carry 
^ne of xhefe letters to the poft-^hpufib every 
^ortnigfat, and when they are exhaiiAed let 
istt know, that I >may prepare fome more 
for the oid lady-" 

It wouM be equally fitperfluous and (dif- 
agreeable to follow 21eluco through tbc 
fccMS of eKtravagance, toWj^ aiid vice, in 
which iie a6ted a principsd paxt for two or 
three years in the various towus of Italy. 
Althoul^ be had been happy during the 
whole of tbttt Aort period, k would hai^e 
%een hs^inefs rather too dearly bought at 
the expence of the mtfery «tid remorfe he 
felt on finding hts credit eschaufted, and 
* 9its foitune involved Co Inch a^ dipgree, tiiat 

nothing 
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aothiag but a loog and fieady courTe of 
CKOQomy could poflibl/ extricate it:— -but 
1^ bad not even the recollection of happi- 
ae6iocoin£Mt him for the ruin of his af* 
fatffl i^^bia fortune had been diApated la 
debaoehtry* inritfaout plcafure ; in magnifi* 
eenc€» which conferred not refped; and in 
gamiagy wliich fometimes drov« him to 
the brink of defperation. Let this general 
acoouat fave us from entering into a detail 
of adip^entures which bear the finongeft re- 
femblanee to thofe of fo fnany profligate 
young men .^o haTe aded the fane parts 
on the fame theatre. 

When hn money and credit were neatly 
«idia«ifted» he joined his regiment at Naples; 
wherey after having remained a decent 
time to intitle him to afe a new leave of 
abfencei he made application for permiffion 
to pafs over to Sicily for the arrangement 
tyf his domefHc affairs. 

On his return to Palermo he had no 
immediate refource but in what his mother ' 
could fpare him from her own jointure; 
and tiiefe fupplies were not granted with- 
out 
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out ftrong remonftrances agslinft' Ais txtra^ 
vagance. Thofc, however^ hrf^card^witH 
apparent patience, and rcpeatiid'arffuranccs 
of amendment, as long as (he had either 
money or credit remaining ; but when both 
vrere exhaufted, he . fhewed the fame im- 
patient and overbearing temper to her, that 
he had always given proofs of, .to ^the reft 
of the world ; but what in the onef cafe ihe 
had palliated as t^e ebullitions of yy^ilthful 
fpirit and vivacity, in the other £he;confi- 
dere4 as the moft.unheard-'of .crucUy and 
ingratitude.*^— In the biiternefs q^ h^r heart, 
fhe enumerated every inftancc of -indulr 
gence, generofity, and a£fe£tiqh {he had 
ihewn him, and upbraided him f<fi t}kt 
returns he had made» in ; terms di<!lated 
by rage and difappointment. He apfwered 
with th^ moll infulting coolnefs and the 
moft flinging indiflPerence. The unhappy 
woman was wounded to the foul. — She had 
looked forward with parental impatience to 
the hour of her fon's return, — Her fpirits had 
lifeo or fallen as that happy epoch Teemed 
to advance or to recede. — Her daily pray?r, 

and 
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Ynd nlgbtly^dfeam, was this darling ibn*s 

return, improved by experience, accom- 

pHflied by -travel, - the bbje^ of univerfal 

> -adniiration, while flie imkgined that (he 

ifcrlTetf ' flibuld be envied by * ^very mother 

in Palcriiibl . * ' . 

Her difappointment was as fevere as her 

Jbopes had been fanguine.— She felt 

How iharper than a ferpent's tootfa it is 
,To have a thanldeft child,—— 

iShe r^etired: tp the houfe of a poor relation 
'J^^ rl^d «iij; t\if neighbourhood of Pa- 
I&?^^^~PR^ whom.fhe iiad neglefted in 
^ft^.pj^d^ ,£^ her prosperity ; a circun^ftance 
which made, her* mi(ery more acute, and 
her misfortunes lefs pitied. In this retreat, 
after languifliing a few mouthd, ihe died 
heart-broken. 

The emo.tions of r^morfe which took 
place on this event, in the confcious mind 
of Zelucb, were not of long duration 5 — ^ 
his' embarrafled " circumftances gave hinl 
more lafting uneafinfeTs; for, notwithftand- 
ing his eftate was now difburdened of hi* 
mother's jointure, he was ftill under the 

neceffity 
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seceflity of confiaiog himfdf to ft rerj 
fcanty reveoue. 

Being mortified with the idea of remain* 
tag either in Sicily or the kingdom of 
Naplea \ivhile his affaira were in thia em* 
barraflfed fituation^ he applied to a brother 
of biB father^ an officer of rank in the 
Spanifh fervicer who waa then at Madrid^ 
declaring a define, of enteriog iftt0 that fer- 
vice, on condition oi obtaining the fame 
rank in the S^anilh fexvkc which he had 
Ia the Neapolitans with the hope of future 
promotion. He had already got lea? e froak 
the Neapolitan court forthis ftiep, wtdi t 
recommendation from the miniller. Hit 
plan was to put his eftate under manage^ 
ment till fuch time as the mod preffiog 
debts were cleared ; and he thought, with 
the remainder of his fortune added to his 
pay, he (hould pafs his time more to his 
mind in the charadier of a foldier, than ht 
could by obferving a languid fyftem of 
axpnomy in Sicily. 
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C H A P. V. 

^bi Lmi of a very young Lady. 

Fallere credeatem noa eff operofa puellam 
Gloria, Ovid EpisT. 

"It^HILE Zeluco waited the rcfiilt of 
thk applicatioD, a young lady of 
Palermo became, by the fudden death of 
her brothtr^ heireft of a very confiderable 
^ i^ttifi^ ; &>r although her father was ftiU 
»%Ve> aod her mother only forty years of 
age, yet a« fhe had aot proved pregnant for 
tnany years* the d«ughter,'s fucceeding to 
her fadier'g whole fortune was confidered 
as nekt to infallible. This certainly was 
the opinion of Zeluco* and he immediately 
applied every art of infmuation he was 
po0efled of» to giin the afFed^ions of this 
youjjg lady» ' 

Zeluco was of a very elegant as well as 
vigorous make ; his perfon was finely pro-* 
portioned ; and although fome people who 

pretended 
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pretended to ftill in phyfiognomy aflertcd, 
that they could deted the indications of ill- 
nature and of a vicious difpqfition in his 
countenance ; yet, in the general opinion* 
and particularly in that of Signora Rofolia 
(the young lady in queftion), he was a very 
handfome man. Rofolia was one of thofc 
young ladies who, when they greatly ap- 
prove of a man's face and figure, are in- 
clined to believe that every other good 
quality is added thereunto. 

A gentleman^ fuperior to Zeluco in all 
rcfpeds'but exterrial figure, had for fonae 
time, with the approbation of her parents, 
paid his addreffes to her. But no fooner 
had the new lov^r made a declaration of 
his paffion, than he appeared in* her eyes 
preferable to the old. On what this pre- 
ference was founded appeared afterwards, 
-when Zeluco lamented his hard^fate in 
having a rival who was countenanced by 
both her parents ; for Rofolia then affured 
him, that this could proceed folely from 
their not being informed of Zeluco's fenti- 
ments i '' But as foon as they are,*' added 

fhe, 
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ihc, " they will certainly prefer you as a 
&n-in-law to Signor Michelo." 

" I am. extremely happy to know that 
you, are of that opinion," cried Zeluco* 

" I am quite certain of it/' faid fhe. 

*^ You have heard them fpeak upon the 
fubjed then," faid he. 

" No, 'never;" replied fhe. 

** Idol of my foul," cried Zeluco, " how 
then are you certain that they would prefer 
me to Signor Michelo?" 

*• Becaufe," replied this judicious young 
lady, *^ there is no comparifon between 
you. Every body that has eyes muft fee 
that you are a far handfomer man." 

However flattering it might feem, Zeluco 
was a good deal difappointed when he was 
informed of the circumftance on which fhe 
founded her hopes, and he thought his 
fiirejft courfe was to get poffeffion bf the 
young lady's fortune and perfon in the firft 
place, and to folicit the father and mother's 
confeqt afterwards. ^ 

Having expreflfed his gratitude on acr 
count of the favourable fentiments Ihe en- 

Vql. I. C tertained 
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tcrtained of him, he^told her, ** That pa- 
rents often viewed things of this nature in 
a different light from their children— That 
his rival had prohably fccured the favour of 
her father and mother, by applying to 
them in th€ firft inftance; becaufe her for- 
tune, not her heart, was that gentleman^s- 
fole object. — That he, on the contrary, had 
given no hint of his paflion io theWy but 
had applied diredly to her^ becaufe it was 
her heart alone that he was folicitous about. 
As for fortune, it was what he had always 
defpifed, and had not the leaft weight with 
him in his prefent fuit ; — of which difm- 
^terefted way of thinking he was ready to 
give her an immediate proof, by marrying 
her fecretly !Pvithout any perfon's coiifent 
but her own, and without the certainty of 
a fingle fequin/* 

The young lady, in anfwer^to this, told 
him, ** That ftie could not comply with hii 
propofal without impiety j for that her mo- 
ther had been alarmed on a former occafion 
with the affiduities of a perfon'fhe did not 
approve, had conduced her to the Madre 
S Cbiefa, 
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(jbf^Jai, and ip the chapel of St* Rofolia, 
in the prefence of the faiht herfelf, had 
made hfcr jiledge her folemn promife, never 
<6 give her hand in marriage without the 
corifentof her father and mother ; affuring 
her, at the fame time> that they, on their 
part, fliould never eJcaft of her to marry 
any man contrary to her inclination/^ . 

" It is impoffible for me therefore,'* added 
fhis pious young lady, ** to break the en- 
gagement, without incurring the difplea- 
fure iiot only of my parents but alfo of my 
patronefs, who hitherto hath always dif- 
play^d great kindnefs to me, and will cer- 
tainly not eafily forgive the breach of an 
engagement to which (he herfelf was in 
eye-witfiefs/* 

Zeluco, perceiving that the idea of pro^ 
yoking St. Rofolia filled the lady's mind 
tfrith horror, did not think it prudent to 
ilifift at that time on the point he wilhed to 
carry; — he took herpromife, however, that 
(he would not mention what had pafTed to 
her parents, till he had time to refled on 
vrhat were the propereff meafares to adopt. 
C a ' This 
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This injundion {he pundiuaUy obferved^ 
—At their next interview, he told Rofolia^ 
that he had been confidering what (he had 
faid, regarding the promife (he had given 
to her mother in the chapel of her pa- 
tronefs ; ** That he was not furprifed to 
find this made great impreflion oq one of 
her piety and underftanding. This, and 
fimilar inftances of the goodnefs of her dif- 
pofition,'* he faid> " endeared her to him 
more and more;, for although the graces of 
her face and perfon had made the firft im- 
preflion on his heart, yet it was the beau-? 
ties of her mind, the amiable fweetnefs of 
her difpoiition, her piety, and above all 
her admirable good fenfe, that rivetted his 
chains." Zeluco had an opinion, that 
people in general are moft gratified whqn 
praifed for thofe qualities in which they 
are moft deficient. On this^ principle, he 
never failed to praife this young lady oa 
the fuperior excellency of her under- 
ftandipg* 

He then proceeded to obferve, that with 

refpca to the engagement which fhe ima;^ 

2 ^ gined 
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gined fhe had entered into at the M^dre 
Chiefa, Ihe had evidently been furprifed 
into it, and it was not to be fuppofed 
that St. Rofolra could, in her heart y ap- 
prove of fo rafh a vow, cfpecially as it had 
been made without her previous confent; 
adding, that as for himfelf, he was certain 
that he (hould not furvive the refufal he 
vvas fure of receiving from her mother : — 
he " therefore left it to the yoiihg lady to 
confider, whether it was 'probable that St. 
Rofolia,-her patronefs, and without a doubt 
thfe moft compaffiohate of all the faints, 
would approve of a meafure which would 
infallibly occafion the death of a perfon 
who was, and had ever been, her faithful 
votary. And all for what ? To gratify hard- 
hearted parents, who only confulted their 
own avarice, and difregarded true love. 

As the tendernefs of this young lady's 
heart was equal to the weaknefs of her 
underftahding, and both infinitely furpafled, 
thofe graces and beauties which Zeluco had 
fo liberally imputed to her, Ihe began to be 
convinced by his reaforiing, and melted by 
C 3 his 
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his iQtreatieQ ; but having, in t^e courfe of 
their converfs^tion, faidi that (he was quhe 
certain of prevailing on her father at lej^ft 
to give his confent,-^for he had always 
been in the higheft degree indulgent to h«r^ 
and never had, in any one inftance, v^ith-^ 
flood her perfevering foUcitation,'rr-2ielueo, 
contrary to his firft opinion, thought it 
would be moft prudent to allow her to try 
to move her fi^ther ; and if, in fpite of her 
fanguine hope, fhe ihould fail,, be dill 
would have it in his povv^er to perfuadQ 
her into s^ fecret marriage. 



^1 
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CHAP. VI. 

T^he Reafoning of a young Lady in L^ve.-^ 
^be Weaknefi of a Father. 

'TpHE impatience of the lady's .love 
macle her feize the very earlieft op- 
portunity of acquainting her father with 
the ftate of her heart, which fhe did in 
vei-y pathetic terms. 

The aftonifhed father at firft infifted 
on . the encouragement which had been 
given to her firft lover, the real worth of 
his charader, and the advantages of fuch 
a connedtion. To rhefe arguojen'ts the lady 
cppofed her love for Zcluco, and her in- 
difference for the other. 

'The father hinted at the embarraffed 
fituation of Zeluco's circumftances. 

The lady declared, that this gave her 

peculiar fatisfadlon, becaufe it afforded a 

proof to the whole world, that in fo ma- 

•C 4 terial 
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terial a point as the choice of a hufband, 
fhe was fuperior to all low and fordid con- 
fiderations, which could not fail of raifing 
her in the efteem of the judicious, and 
would for ever infure to her the gratitude, 
as well as the love, of her hufband. 

The father fuggefted, that while fhe 
thus proved the difinterefted purity of her 
own conduct, fhe could not be certain that 
Jier lover was aduated by the fame noble 
jind difinterefted motives. . 

To this the daughter, with equal readir 
nefs and warmth, replied. That Zeluco 
h^d already given the raofl undoubted 
proofs of the generous turn of his mind ; 
}iis fuperiority to 4II mercenary views and 
fordid confiderations, by the magnificent 
manner in which he had fpent the greatefl 
part of his own fortune. 

The father fhook his head with an air of 
diflatisfadion, and then mentioned the li- 
bertine character of Zeluco, the number 
pf women he had feduced, and his negled 
of them 2^fterwards ; dwelling, with em- 

phafis, 
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phafiS) on the cruel treatment of the coun- 
kefs Bruhella's niece. 

This \?vas an unlucky argument, and 
produced an eflFeft diredly contrary to what 
was intended. The young lady acknow- 
ledged, that *' Zcliico had been wild and 
rakifti ; — moft young men of fpirit were ; 
— that he had turned the heads of many 
young women — no wonder, he was fo 
very genteel and handfome; — that^he had 
afterwards negleded them becaufe he found 
them unworthy of his efteem, and they, 
of courfe, accufed him of inconftancy ;— 
that Signora Brunella's niece was a wry 
nveak young woman; it, was not to be fup* 
pofed a man of Zeluco's good fenfe would 
€ver dream of taking fuch a perfon for his 
wife;-^that, for her own part, flie was 
aware, that by entirely poflefling a man fp 
greatly admired by all other women, fhe 
muft be expofed to the envy of her owa 
fex ; — but that internal tranquillity, an4 
domeftic happinefs, would enable her to 
defpife their difappointment and malice ; 

for 
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for fiie knew that Zeluco had fixed hii 
heart upon her, atid her alone ; was now 
detercpioed to reform, and to be conftant ; 
and all the work) allowed that reformed 
rakes made the very heft of hufbands." 

The young lady's laft argumeots feem* 
ing rather to alarm than convince her fa- 
ther, . fhe had recourfe to a method of 
feafoning which ihe had often found fuc-^ 
eefsful when all others failed. — She burft 
into a flood of tears, fobbed as if flie had 
been ready to expire; and when fhe re-p 
covered her voice, declared that her heart 
was fixed upon Signor Zeluco, who had 
given her the f«reft proofs of the fincerity 
of his love, and of his noble and gene*- 
roi>& charaGer^-^that happinefs in marriage 
depended on m^tual affe<aion and endlefs 
paflion, and not at all upon fortune; — that 
Ihe would wander over the wide world 
with h^r lover, bleft in his fidelity, and 
depending on St. Rofolia for protection and 
fuftenance, rather than live in the greateft 
affluence with any other man, although he 

were 
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were tb? 6rft moofirci) on eartb, or <veQ 
the l^ing pf Napl?s, JerifCjiietQ, and ^he 
TwQ Sicilies himfelf : — ^th^t thefe vi^re ber 
unakerab^e fentiments, or if any aUf ration 
could happen,, it would b^ that of an vbh 
cre^f^) not a diminution, of her love, four 
Ihe felt it augmenting every hour ; aa4 
finally, flie intreated, on her knees, that 
he would prove himfelf an affe£kionate fa- 
ther to a daughter who had always loved 
and honoured him, and would obey him in 
every thing but in this one point, which, 
ihe was forry to fay, was out of her power; 
and which, if he infifted upon, he would 
foon behold her laid in ' the fame grave 
with her deareft brother, whom he had fo 
long and fo bitterly lamented. 

Before the daughter had finifhed this 
afFeding addrefs, the good-natured father 
was alfo in tears, and as foon as he was 
able -to fpeak, he raifed her up, with an 
affurance that her happinefs was his chief 
objedt in life, and he would do every thing 
ihe could defire to promote it. 

Having 
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Having thus melted her father to com- 
pliance, (he begged, in the next place, 
that he would ufe his influence with her 
mother, that fhe might likewife confent to 
the only meafure that could make her truly 
happy, which the good-natured man en- 
gaged to do. 
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CHAP. vn. 

^he Prudence of a Mother \ — and Termina- 
tion ofeverlafting Love. 

TT HE father fpeedily had an opportu- 
nity of breaking the fubjed to his 
Lady, affuring her at the fame time that 
he was convinced their daughter would 
never niarry any man but Zeluco; fo that 
fhe had beft fave herfelf the trouble of en- 
deavouring to prevent it, as he had already 
faid. every thing that could be faid, and 
without efFe£t. 

He \ya8 then proceeding to give her an 
account of the fcene which had pafled be-^ 
tween them, when fhe faved him the 
trouble, informing him that fhe had over- 
heard the whole in an adjoining room, 
where fhe happened to be when his daugh- ^ 
ter had made the pathetic attack upon him 
above defcribed. Perceiving that her huf- 
band's heart was quite melted by the 

daughter's 
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daughter's tears, and his refolution moulded 
to her views, Ihe declined all difcuffion 
with him ; and thought it not prudent to 
let him into the plan which fhe had al- 
ready formed in her mind, to difentangle 
her daughter from a connexion fraught 
with ruin and remorft. She contented 
herfclf therefore with faying coolly, '* That 
although fhe did not much relifli the match, 
yet, as fhe could hot think of croffing her 
daughter's inclinations, fhe certainly would 
not perfifl in oppofition, if, on full delibe- 
ration, the young lady continued in the 
fame mind ; and at-all events fhe would 
take no flep without the concurrence of 
her bufband, who, fhe was pleafed to add, 
was a much better judge in a matter of 
foch importance than fhe could pretend 
to be." 

In reply to this^ the hufband faid, *^ That 
he candidly acknowledged that he was ^^ 
far better judge ; adding, that it was impof- 
lible for him ever to change his miad." 

** Not q,uite, nry dear,''_ fald* the wife 
meekly; " yeu wer« under the necelTity 

of 
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of changing your ftimd before you could 
relinqui(h the undterahk refolulion you 
told me yefterday you had formed, of giv- 
ing your daughter to Signor Michelo^ 
whom \^e then equally approved of/' 

** I did not know yefterday ^' faid he, a, 
little difconterted, ^' that Zeluco was the 
cnly man who could make our daughter 
happy/' 

He then went and acquainted his daugh- 
ter that he had prevailed on her mother 
ro cdnfent to her marriage with Zeluco. 

The young lady flew in a tranfport of 
joy to her mother ; aflted her forgivenefs 
for having difpofed of her heart without 
confulting fo indulgent a parent j inform* 
ed her, that Ihe was now abfolutely certain 
of St. Rcfolia's being pleafed with her 
choice; and afTured her^ that for the future 
fhe would be the moft obedient and dutiful 
of all daughters. 

The mother thanked her for her good ^ 
ifntentions, and afked her how fhe came to 
beib certain of the Saint's acquiefcence. 

«* Becaufc/' 
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'* Becaufe/' replied the pious young 
lady, " 48 I have been able to think or 
even to dream of nothing for fome time 
but my marriage with Signor Zeluco, after 
attending mafs this very morning, I retired 
to the chapel of the Saint, and looking her 
devoutly in the face, and watching her- 
eyes, I humbly entreated to know whether, 
flie approved of my paflion or not ? — On 
which; the fweet image of Rofolia looked 
in the moft propitious manner j — and at 
length, with a gracious fmile, nodded af- 
fent-" 

" Nay/' faid the mother, " after fuch 
a teftimpny of approbation there can be 
no doubt. — And have you equal proofs, 
my dear, of Signoj: Zeluco's love ?'* 

** Stronger, if poffible,'* anfwered the 
daughter; — ** he has fworii it to me an 
hundred tim^ ; and befideSi I have it un- 
der his hand/' 

" Thefe are proofs indeed,'^ faid the 
mother; " and,'* continued (he, " you 
have no reafon to doubt that all this love 

is 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 49 

is for you alone, Independent of your 
fortune ! '' * 

** Santa Maria !'* exclaimed the daugh- 
ter, ** Signor Zeluco is not only the moft 
loving, but alfo the moft difinterefted, of 
mankind. — 'He has often aflared me, that 
he fhoul.d be (lill happier if my fortune 
were left, that he ipight prove to the world 
how far he is above all mean and merce- 
nary views/' 

'* Then it is highly probable,'' faid the 
mother, ", that he will enjoy the felicity 
lie fo earneftly defires ; for I (hall now in* 
form you, my dear, of what I did not 
chufe to hint till I was quite certain of it : 
I am feveral months gone with child, 
which, at any rate, will reduce your for- 
tune one half; and in cafe of a fon, will 
leave you a very moderate poition*** 

•* I wi£h with all my heart yqu may 
have a fon, my dear mother ; for I fhould 
like a little brother of all things," cried 
Rofolia. 

** Very well, my dear,** faid the mo- 
ther} ** you will probably obtain your 

Vol. I. D wifli. 
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tvifli. But/' continued flie, ** I fuppofe 
you would not wifh that your marriage 
fliould take place till I am recovered of 
my lying-in, that I may join ift the plea- 
' fure of fuch an occafion/'^ 

** Good heav^en ! certainly not,'* an^ 
fwered the daughter ; and immediately 
went, in raptures^ to communicate thefe 
glad tidings to Zeluco, Tvhofe joy at the 
parents acquiefcence was prodigiouffy 
damped on hearing df the fitiiation of the 
mother. His chagria was evident on his 
countenance. ^ 

** 1 perceive,'^' faid the young Tady ten* 
derly, •* that the poftponing of our hatp- 
pinefs till my mother fliall be delivered 
grieves you." 

*' Very feverely indeed,'* faid Zeluco; 
** Be not afflicted, my dear Zeluco," faid , 
this love fick maiden : ** I will endeavour 
to prevail on her to confent to our union 
before (he is delivered." 

Zeluco begged flie would not attempt it^ 
as it might give offence, and render her 
mother averfe to the match altogether. 

She 
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She then, in the inoft endearing man- 
ner, affured him, that the' flelay gave her 
very near as much uneafinefs as it could 
him ; but he, on the other hand, prot^ft- 
ed, that he felt tlie difappointment witTi 
greaiter poignancy than fhe could poffibly 
do, which, however, he would endeavour 
to bear, rather than rifk dif^bliging her 
mother, efpecially in hdr prefent condition, 
when the fmalleft itnportunity might injure 
her precious health* 

«' But, good G6d !'' added he, •« did you 
never before fufpedt thatt fhe was in this 
condition ?" 

** Never/' faid this penetrating young 
lady; " though I am furprifed at it j for 
the moment fhe mentioned it, I plainly 
perceived that her waifl was uncommonly 
ferge/' 

Zeluco retired, in all the agonies of 
difappointment s but determined to be more 
fully informed before he gave up a purfuit 
on which he had founded the re-eflablifh- 
ment of his fortune. 

Da He 
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, He called the following morDing, on 3 
certain raonk, who occafionally exercifed 
the fundioft of a phyfician, and was known 
ta be employed in that capacity by the mo- 
ther of Sig^nora RoTolia« 

After an afFedled confultation on his 
own healthy he turned the converfatlon on 
het's* 

The wary mother, having thought it 
probable that Zeluco might queftion this 
, man, had prepared him in what manner to 
anfwer his inquiries : the medical monk^ 
therefore, a0u red Zeluco^ that fhe was in 
the way that he, and the heft friends of 
her family, could wi(h. 

" What, is it true, then^*' replied Zeluco, 
** what I have with fo much pkafure heard, 
Signora Maria ts really with child?'' 

** Nothing of that nature can be more 
certain,'* replied the Phyfician, ** than that - 
fhe is pregnant of one child ; fome think 
from her appearance that fhe will haw 
twms. 

**^ Twins!" cried Zeluco* 

'^ Yes, 
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^* Yes, Signor,'' continued the Dodor; 

that 18 the opinion of foiAe who are 
thought judges in fuch matters ; but, in 
ihy own mind, no indications however 
ftrong can aCcertaiti the point with fuch 
precifion as thofepeople pretend; — that (he 
has one lively child feems beyond a doubt; 
that (he will have two, I will not pofitively 
affcrt/' 

^* Why, Doftor," faid Zeluco, *« it is a 
▼ery long time fince fiie was in the fame 
fituation.** 

*^ If fhe has twins,** replied the monk 
grav.ely, " (he never was precifcly in the 
fame fituation ; it is true, indeed, that 
when a woman has once had twins, ihe 
will afterwards be more likely to have them 
again. 

" Pray, how long is it finde (he had her 
liift child?" faid Zeluco. 

•* About nine or ten year«,'* replied the 
Phy(ician. 

** Is it not uncommon, after fuch an in- 
terval, for a woman to recommence bear* 
i»g children ?'* faid Zeluco. 

D 3 ** It 
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** It is f^ Kttle fingulai:>" rjspliedr the . 
n^onk ; *' biu when a wonxan, dpe«, rcwm«r 
Dfcnce, flie generally proceeds with, more, 
fpirit an4 pqrfoverance,tban ij^ np fuclji in- 
terruption had taken place: — thereforer. as. 
Sjgnora Maria is only forty yjcars of age, L 
fhpuld not be furprifed if, by the favour 
of the Bleffed Virgin, who. i^ her patron*; 
efs, (he fhould have fever^l children before, 
l^ie leave3 off child-bearing^ntirely/* 

*' Several children!" regef^fed Zeliicoji. 
with an accent of anger ; — ** you muft imj^j-ji. 
gine her patronefp has jgcodigiQUjS gowera 
in fuch matters." 

*« Do you call thp powprs-qf thp Blej&4i 
Virgin in queftion ?" repiied^the mon^ iQf 
a threatening tqne. 

" Heavens forbid, father,*' faid Zeluca, 
vyi^h 2m e^cpiatpfy look. . 

** Let me tell you. Signer/' contibuedi 
the monk in an authp^it^iiye f^yle;, '' that 
the powers of the Virgin are unlimited! i 
it were impiety, to dqntit, it*'* ^ > 

** I have not th^leaft: doubt," cried Zer 
lucQ, taking the monk in an afffi£feion|tei 

manner 
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manner by the hand : — " fo far from call-: 
ing: hf r power in quefliony I am convinced, 
my dear father," added he, with a hypor 
critipjil accent, ^^ that (he could bring it 
about; without the afTiitance of the huf- 
baqd-" 

" Unqueftionably fhe could/' faid the 
monk. 

Zehico being. npw perfuadied of the rea- 
Hiy pf.Signora Maria's pregnajicyi tooii hia 
l:eaye of the monk; and haying two days 
before received a letter from his uncle at 
^^dridy alTuring hitti of promotion in the 
Spanii^ fervice, he refolved. to fei out for 
that city, as fpw as pofiible. When he re- 
cfived\the letter, his determination had 
been to fecure his marriage with Signora 
Rofplia in the firft; place, and then delibe- 
rajc what anfwer he fliould make to his 
uncle's, letter ; but having now refolved to 
h^ye nothing more to do with the fair, 
objed of his difinterefted and unalterable 
afFeftion, he feized the opportunity of a 
vefTel ready to fail for Barcelona; embarked 
v^ithaJingle feryant, and a very moderate 
D 4 quantity 
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qusintity of baggage ; and after a pro- 
fperous voyage arrived at that city. Being . 
very impatient to get quickly to Madrid, 
he ordered his fervant to have every thing 
prepared for the journey as foon as poflible. 
While thefe arrangements were making, 
he intended to have amufed himfclf by 
fauntering through the town, but wa^ pre- 
vented by a heavy fliowcr of fain.—*- I 
do not know what in the devil's name .to 
do with myfelf,'* faid Zeludo.— '* You had 
as well take this opportunity of writing to 
Signora Rofolia/* faid his valet j — " ihe 
may perhaps be a little furprifed at our 
fudden departure." — " Ay, fo I will ; bring 
me pen, ink, and paper/' faid Zcluco, 
yawning. » 

The fervant fupplied him with the ma- 
terials for writing ; and this ardent lover, 
renewing his fits of yawning very fre- 
quently during the performance, at laft 
iinifhed the epiftle. 

Signora Rofolia, vvhen fhe heard of Zc- 
luco's having failed for Spain, immediately 
fainted, as is ufual with young ladies 

when 
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^hen they are abandoned by men who 
pretend to be dying for them, and whom 
they confider aa the only men who can 
'make them happy. — She continued for 
fome weeks fubjeft to hyfterical affedions : 
th^fe, however, gradually difappeared ; and 
iier old lover, by the mediation of her 
mother, renewing his courtfhip, (he was 
in due time prevailed on to give hini her 
hand. Her mother then informed her, 
Ithat fhe was miftaken in the notion of her 
being with child. And the day after her 
marriage, the daughter in return declared 
to her mofber, that fhe herfelf had un^ 
docibtedly miftaken the image of St. Rofoliaf' 
being now convinced^ that her prefent huf- 
band was the only man who could make 
her completcFy happ7. 

** I hope, my dear/* faid the mother, 
•* he is the only man who ever will at^ 
^empt it." 
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j^tL Gemrojity. gefsjQrfdit. for,, i^iife, wa}. 4f/( 
it) bis Ucffntoifnt. .. 

^ELUCO. T^as rec^iyed; m, tjbe kindeft 
maoper by His.unflfi a^Madpd, who 
V ilifitvcd his. pftft:(8»tff«ty?gam;fift m, the n|<rfl? 
%r0u:rftble lighl,. cOnMeriflg, t|i0». afrctt-; 
tt«ly procfiedipg. ffloin youtjrfpl, viyftqijji 
afid iiDprudencQ, He .thei:efp#Aite^ted;l}iq^ 

0)!Ba fa|iai|y; ,ifttJ[9dui::j;d l^ to, everj^ 
, houfe qf dif^R^^Icf;^. J fla^^rjpg ..himfflf^ 
that the ardent fpirit ,o^ hi?, i^{>hew. mfgbt; 
excijte h|in to the fatnp ii^p^tuous purfuit 
of inilUAry.. glory; witlv. vyhjc|> he ha,d. foU 
lowed pleafure, and fondly hoping, thajt 
he would one day iarrive at higher diAinc- 
tipn than he would have attained by an 
unambitious prudence of condud in the 
Neapolitan fervice, which afforded no op- 
portunity 
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porXunity of difplaying military genius, - 
After pointing out the advantages he would; 
dedye from. hU birth, hp inculcated t^e. 
neceffity of diftinguilhiog himfelf by ailji*- 
vity as aii qfficer, that he might give aa 
eajly imprfiHipn.in his fa^vopr, and fmpoth 
the way to that rapid priomotion he had* 
rfafoa to exped:, from his exertions in aa 
a;my wbexc difGipline wajs greatly relaxed,; 
afldiin vKbkl)^if^w rnyi of td^k diftingui|hc4i 
themfelves. ' . ^ 

. Zsl»j:aW4&/appQiqted) to a. regiment thea 
CO. its march- to onp of, the fea^port towns,, 
hut with. permiiSon to. remain, at Madridi 
till the troQpsi.ihould arrive aj: xht place of. 
their jdeftifiiriiioii/ and wiere completed. Hct> 
fperit thia. interval ia thofe focieties to: 
^htcbhe.hadA>e?h introduced by his uncle, 
Wid being fafficiently fcnfible of the graces; 
ofj his own perfoo* he was. not without; 
hppef.of engaging the aff&^ons of kme 
female aft \KQaUhy as Signora.Rofolia^ and' 
lyhofe mother wjslb lefs liable to pregnancy. 
At fom^ ofi thofe affemblies, gaming, 
to. a. confiderahle depth, was permitted. 
7 Zcluco 
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Zduto had always been fond of play, and 
bad acquired, at the ufual expence, a very 
great knowledge in moft games; yet he by 
il'o means pofleflbd that degree of coolaefs 
a*nd command of temper which is requifite 
ftir a gamefter : he was fenfible of this 
Uimfelf, but he coqld hot always refift the 
temptation of gaming; and. fometimes^ 
jiot fatisfied with the play at the affemblies, 
l>e went in fearch of deeper ftakes at lefs 
creditable houfes, 

" At firft he was fortunate, which encou- 
raged him to attend thofe houfe^ more con^ 
ftantly. One unlucky evening, however. 
Re loft all the money he had about hirti^ 
amountifig to a confiderable fum ; mot^ 
part of it was won by a pcrfon who had 
lately appeared at Madrid, affuming the 
charafter of an Hungarian gentleman, with 
the rank of a licutenant-colonel of Huflars 
in the Emperor's fervice. As the company 
played for ready money only, when Zeluco 
had loft his, he fat in very ill-humour, 
looking over thofe who continued to 'play : 
in this difpofition it was not unnatural in 

him 
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Inm to fufpe£t that the perfon who had 
ivon his money, had, by other means be* 
fides fuperior ikill in the game, afTifled his 
own good fortune. Zeluco watched him 
with the mod pialignant attention, wifhing 
to dete£t him in fome unfair trick, and 
ready to quarrel with him even if he fhouTd 
not. 

The game was pafs-dice* A young 
ftranger held the dice, and had already^ 
won four times ; and as his whole money 
had been covered each time, the fum be- 
fore him was now fixteen times larger than 
what he had originally flaked. But while 
he feemed preparing to throw a fifth time, 
, there was only about a third part of the 
money which he now had on the table 
, taken by the company. 
. On obferving this,, the ftranger faid, 
** Does nobody choofe to take more ?*^ 
Every body declined, on which he put the 
refidue of the money into his pocket ; but 
as. he (hook the box, being about to throw, 
the Huffar officer cried, Banco j and the 
others took up what they had ftaked. 

The 
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The rule of the game is, that if 'any 
one perfon ofl^prs to take the whole, the 
reft of tlie comjiany, who have taken 
V fmaller fums, imiriediately withdraw their 
money in favour of the perfon who offers 
to ftand againft the entire bank ; that is to 
fay, the whole fum which th^ perfon who 
holds the dice has on the table. 

The HufFar meant to avail himfelf of the 
equivocal fituation of the cafe : if the dice 
fhould prove fortunate to the thrower, he 
intended to pay the exad fum on the tiblej 
but in cafe the dice turned againft the 
ftranger, he refolved to claim not only that, 
but alfo what the young gentleman had 
juft put into his pocket. 

The ftranger threw and loft. *' Take 
your money,'' Taid he, ftioving the whole 
parcel to the Hungarian. 

The latter infifted on having that alfo 
which he bad put into his pocTcet, faying, 
it belonged to the bank as much as what 
teinained on the table, fince there had been 
nd inrerveriirig throw. 

The 
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The young gentleman was aftonifhed at 
this demand, aflerting, that the money he 
Iliad pocketed was entirely but of the quef- 
tibn, having been withdrawn before tlie 
Hungiaria^ had fpoken. That if the df- 
ficer meant both furas, he ought to hisiTfe 
declared that mdaning when he called 
Baiico ; adding, that in cafe he htid done 
fo, or if the company had fet againft the 
whole of hiis winning, he himfelf had de- 
termined to pafs the box, and not have 
ri&ed fo great a fuin at one throw. 

This pretended colonel, however, wh6 
was a ftout man, with ^ long fabfe and k 
formiiiable pair of whifkers, was loud and 
borfterous in afferting his right to the whole. 
The ftranger defended his caufe but faintly; 
the. company in general, whatever they 
thought of the juftice of the cafe, did not 
feem difpofed to aflert the ftranger^s claim 
agaihft this ferocious Huffan 

In this ftate of affairs, Zeluco, who 
Ijurhed with refentment againft the perfoh 
who had won his money, faid, ** It was a 
clear cafe, and that the Hungarian had a 

right 
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right to nothing, but the fum on the tnhte 
\9hen he firft fpoke ;'* adding, ** he was 
convinced if he had loft he would have 
paid no more.'* *' How, Sir ! — what do 
you mean^" cried the Hungarian, turning 
fiercely round to Zeluco. ** I mean pre<- 
cifely what I faid,*' replied the latter. 
•* What, Sir !" repeated the Huflar, in a 
loud tone of voice, and putting his hand 
to his fword. " Yes, Sir,' cried Zeluco, 
^^ and further, I mean to cut the throat of 
any rafcally adventurer who dares be in- 
folent to me :" faying this, he half drew 
his fword, when the company interpofed. 
The Huflar affeded not to have heard Ze- 
luco's laft words, but faid, in a foftened 
t9ne, that if the company were of opi- 
nion that his claim was not ftfidly juft, 
he was willing to yield it.-—** Willing or 
unwilling, you Ihall yield it/* cried Zeluco; 
and the company : being now unanimous 
in favour of the ftranger, the pretended 
Hungarian officer withdrew from the af* 
fembly, and next morning early he left 
Madrid, afraid that this incident would 

produce 
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jMTOdoce an inveftigatioli ejcceedingly {>re- 
judicial to fiitnt berng coafcroas that h^ had 
no title to the charader he aflumed/ 

This adventure was much talked of^ and 
did a great deal of honour to.Zcluco. It 
was peculiarly agreeable to his generous 
uncle, v^ho having heard that his nephew 
had been unfortunate on the night in 
which he had behaved with fuch fpirit, he 
prefented him with a fum fufficient for 
clearing all his expences at Madrid, and 
equipping him in the gentceleft manner 
for his expedition to. the Weft Indies. 
Zeluco himfelf, having no immediate pro- 
fpedl, of meeting with another Rofolia, 
grew tired of the formality of Madrid, and 
impatient to join his regiment, which he 
underftood had now arrived at the head- 
quarters. * 

This refolution being communicated to 
the uncle, was imputed by him to a laud- 
able zeal for the fervice. The worthy ve- 
. teran affured him, that be would take par- 
ticular care of his intereft,' and affift his 
promotion with all his influence at court, 
Vol. I. £ making 
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making no doubt but his efforts for that 
purpofe would be rendered fuccefsful by. 
the rifing reputation of Zeluco. - * 
• The ]?egiment was iti a very fhort time 
completed) and foon after embarked for the 
ifland of Gubai where it ^rriyed in fafety. 
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CHAP. IX. 

La ferocite naturelle fait moins de cruels que l^amour- 
propre. Due de la Rochefoucault, 

"J^be Remonjlrance of an old Officer. 

ZELUCO poflefled not the generous 
ardour of a foldier ; his impatience for 
promotion was excited by the hopes of 
emolument^ more than a thirft for military 
glory ; and if he was willing to fufFer fa- 
tigue and incur danger, it was becaufe in 
his prefent fituation they were neceflary 
for his obtaining fome lucrative command, 
that might fpeedily furnifh him with the 
means of pleafure and luxurious enjoyment, ^ 
which he confidered as the only fenfible 
purfuits in life. 

Having heard that the commander in 
chief was a very ftrid: and attentive officer, 
and Zeluco's views being now centered in 
military, promotion, he was impatient to 
acquire favour and recommendalioa by 
E 2 ' dif- 
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diftlnguifliing himfelf as a difciplinarian. 
Naturally felfifli and unfeeling, he was not 
checked in the profecution of this plan by 
any fentiment of juftice or compaffion; pro- 
vided he could make the men under his 
command more dextrous in their exercife9 
or more fmart in their appearance^ than 
otjiers, he regarded not the inconveniency 
or torture he occafioned to them ; nor did 
hq care whether this. was of ufe to the fer- 
vice or not ; he was convinced it might be 
of ufe to himfelf> and that was fufHcient. 
Without temper to make allowance for the 
awkwardpeft of recruits, or equity in pr<Jf 
portionipg puniihmeiKs to crimes, his or- 
ders were often didated by caprice and 
enforced with cruelty ; he exacted from the 
private men fuch a degree of precifion in 
the manual exercife, and in the minutids of 
their drefs, as wasalmpft out of the power 
of the moil dextrous and befl: difpofed to 
obferve. 

Provoked and irritated on finding that 
the foldiers did not arrive at that degree of 
perfection which his vanity required, and 

becoming 
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becoming dailf ffiore unreafofiable and 
unrelenting by the exerciie of power, be 
exhibited many inftanced of crucify on a 
detachnlent from the garrifon of H&vdnnab^ 
of which he had for fome tmt the command. 

His conduct on^ thaf and other occ2knon» 
^ihe to the knowledge of the cotomander 
ki chief by the following incid^dit : 

A foldier havkig' committed feme flight 
miftake in the exercife^ Zeluco treated him 
with great feverity, which the man eti^ 
dured with all the pafldveiiefs which mili^ 
tary difcijpfline e3|aa8 j—till Zeluco, fwelling 
with the infolcnce of power^ esprefied 
liimfelf in this barbaroua and abfard man^ 
net : /* If you are not more akrt for th« 
fv^turei you fcomidfeU I will cut you to 
f»bece8> and fend your foul to hell/' 

To this the man rdplied with tranquillity 
— *^ Your honour may cut me to pieces, if 
you pleafe ; but I thank God it is not id 
your power to fend my foul to hell/* 

This very fedate anfwer, while it raifed 
a fmile in others who heard it^ augmented 
the rage of Zeluco. 

E 3 "Do 
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** Do you muiinyj villain ?" cried Zelucow 

" I do not, indeed," faid the foldier. 

** rU let you know in due time," faid 
Zeluco, " whether you do or not." 
. He ordered the man to be carried to the 
guard prifon and put in irons. 
; Zeluco had been long diiliked by all his 
fellow'officera.— On talking over this mat- 
ter with fomc of them, m order to pre- 
poflefs them with the opinion that what 
the foldier had faid amounted to mutiny, 
he found them little di^ofed to confider it 
in that light ; he was in no hafte, there- 
fore, to bring the man to a court-martial, 
being convinced he would be acquitted : 
but he had it infinuated to the foldier him- 
fdf, that if he would acknowledge a mu- 
tinous intention, and itoplore mercy^ he 
ihould be liberated without a trial; where- 
as, if he were tried, he would certainly be 
fevcrely puriifhed. n 

But the foldier, fecretly encouraged by 
thofe of the ofEcers who moft detefted Ze- 
luco, refufed to make ^ny fucb avowal, 
and remained in iron^* 

Mean- 
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Meaiiwhile the chaplain of the rtgiment 
Ibavidg vifited the foldier, approved of his 
condua, declaring he could not juftly be 
punifhed for an anfwer fo orthodox. He 
next day informed the commander in chief 

of the whole tranfadion. 

This gentlemaxi) unwilling, to; rely ih-^ 

tir^ly on the account he had received, fent 
for fome of the officers belonging to the 
detachment, and obtained from them the 
fame information which he had already re^^ 
ceived from the chaplain. 

In the mean time Zelnco^ having got 
a hint of what was going on, freed tha 
foldier from confinement. But the indig*^ 
nation of the commanding officer being 
rouied by. i^hat he had heard, he made 
inquiries into Zeluco's condud; to the fol'i- 
diers on other oecafions ; and foon difco- 
vered, with aftoniihmenty and fome degree 
9f felf-condemnation, that many afts o£ 
unnecelTary feverity and oppreffion: had 
been committed by Zeluco. Having blamed 
ibme officers, whofe duty he thought it was 
to have informed him of thofe tranfadiona 
£ 4 fooner. 
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fooner, he fent for Zelucb, and in the pft- 
fenceof all the officers of th6 battalion to 
which he belonged, he addreffed him to 
the following effedi : 

** Signer Zejluco> 
** I think it my duty to delii?er my ftn- 
tlments tfy you before thefe gentlemen, oa 
afubj^a that ought to^be well underftood 
by every officer; but of which it appears 
by your condudt yotihave formed veiy er- 
roneous notions. 

. ** Stria difcipline is effentially rcqi^fite 
for the well-being of an army ; • without 
which it degenerates into a lawlefs mob, 
more formidable to their friends thari ene- 
mies; theravagers, not the defenders of 
their country. 

** fiut it is equally eflential that difci- 
pline be exercifed with temper and with 
juftice;' a capricious and cruel exertion c( 
power in officers deprefles the fpirirs of the 
private men, and extinguifhes that daring 
ardour which gloW in the breaft of a reaf 
foldier, 

« Is 
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f' Is it poflible that a man of a generoua 
mind can treat with wanton cruelty thofe 
who are not permitted to refift, or even to 
cxpoftulate, however brave they may be ? 

•* I believe, Sir, you have not as yet 
ferved in time of war ; but I will inform 
you, that in the courfe of my fervices I 
have feen common foldiers galljintly face 
the enemy, when fbme officers, who had 
been in the h^^bit of uling them with infult 
and cruelty, fhrunk from the danger. 

** You are fufficiently acquainted with 
the condition of private foldiers to know; 
that when they are treated with all the 
lenity confident with proper difcipline, llill 
their condilion is furrounded with fucK a 
variety of hardfliips, that every perfon of 
humanity muft wifli it were poffible to al- 
leviate it. 

'V Only reflca, l§ir, on the fmallnefs of 
their pay ; how inadequate to the duty re- 
quired of 'them, and how far beneath the 
mtrinfic value it bore when it was firft 
fixed 5 yet this grievance remains unreme- 
died in fome of the wealchieft countries of 

Europe, 
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Europe, even in thafe where the greatfert 
atteniion is paid in other particulars to the 
rights of mankind. But weak as the ini«* 
preffion may be which the foldiers' hard- 
ihips make on the cold heart of the poli* 
tician, one would naturally expe£k they 
Ihould meet with fympathy in the breafts 
^ of their own officers; the men beft ac- 
quainted with their fituation, whom they 
are conftantly ferving and obeying, who 
are ading in the fame caufe, and expofed 
to the fame dangers though not to the 
fame hatdlhips with themfelves. It is na* 
tural to imagine that> independent of more 
generous motives, their own intereft, and 
the idea of felf-prefervation, would prompt 
officers to behave with mrldnefs, at leaf!: 
with equity, to the foldiers under their 
command. How many officers have been 
refcued from death or captivity by the 
grateful attachment and intrepidity of the 
foldiers ? I myfelf. Sir, once lay on the 
field feverely wounded, when, in the midft 
of general confufion, officers and men fly- 
ing promifcuoufly, I was carried to a place 

■ ■ S ' of 
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of fecurity by two foldiers, at the Infinite 
hazard of their own lives. From one of 
thofe, indeed, I might naturally have ex- 
pedcd fome exertion in my favour; he 
was a Caftilian, born on my own eftate; 
but I had no cjaim on the other, except as 
an officer who had always behaved equi- 
tably to him in common with the reft of 
my company; — he was an Irifhman. 

" Had I treated him with caprice or ill- 
nature, would this foreigner, or even would 
my own countryman, have made fuch a ge- 
nerous exertion to preferve my life ? No, 
Sir ; if they had refrained from giving me 
a frelh wound as they fled paft me, which 
foldiers are not unapt to do to cruel officers, 
^hey certainly would at leaft have confulted 
their own fafety by continuing their flight, 
and left me to be trampled to death by the 
enemy's cavalry, as I certainly muft have 
been, had not thefe two foldiers removed 
be from the fpot on which I lay. 

" But waving every confideration de- 
rived from the ideas of perfonal fafety, there 
18 another kind of felfiffinefs which might 

induce 
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induce oflGcers to behave well to foldicrs ; 
that is, the pleafure of alleviating) in 
many refpeds, the unavoidable hardships 
of our fellow- crcaturca, and the confciouf- 
nefe of being loved by thofe around il»/'^ 

At this part of the general's rcmonftrance> 
Zeluco raifed his eyes mechanically v^itb 
that kind of fiare which a man gives when 
he hears what he thinks a very extraordi- 
nary propofition. 

** It is true. Sir, I affure you,** conti- 
nued the Caftilian ; ^^ next to the af^pro-^ 
bation of his own confcience> nothing 19 fo 
gratefiil to the heart of man, as the lore 
and efteem of mankind. In my mind^ \\6 
is an o\}}i(k of compaflion, in whatever 
fituatioii of life he may be placed, who 
is not fenfible of this from hia own elEpe- 
rience ; and furely no man can be tolerably 
happy, who thinks himfelf the object of 
their hatred. 

*' We all know, gentlemen,** continued 

he, turning a moment from Zeluco to the 

other oflBcers, " that the love of foldiers, 

important as it is to thofe who commar^d 

II ' them, 
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them, may be acquired oa eafier terma than 
that of any other fet of men ; becaufe the 
habit of obedience in which tbey are bred, 
inclines theni to reJpeSl their officers ; un- 
biafled equity in the midfl: of the ftri£teft 
difcipline commands their efteem^ and the 
fmalleft mark of kindnefs fecures their gra^ 
titudevLnd attachment. I have ever endea- . 
voured to prefer ve a fteady and regular dif- 
cipline among the troops I have had the 
ionour of commanding ; yet I have the 
happincfs to believe, that I am more loved 
than feared by thofe among them ^ou 
have had the beft opportunity of knowing 
roc. — Oue of the greateft pleafures I ever " 
enjoyed (I fee fome here who were with 
me on that occafipn) was, in over-hearing 
an advanced guard of foldiers talk af- 
feftionately of me, when they knew not 
I was near them ; I will own to you. 
Sir* it came over my heart like the fweeteft 
mufic : and if I thought myf?lf ^ the objed 
of the fecret execrations of the men under 
jny command, it w<xuld fpoil the harmony 

of 
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of my life, aad jar my iwliole foul out o^ 
June. 

**. Signor Zeluco, what I have heard df 
your behaviour to the foldiers, I am willing 
to impute to a mifplaced zeal for thq fer- 
vice. It 18 diflScult to believe, that a man 
of birth and educa,tion could have been 
prompted to the feverities you have exer^ 
cifed by other motives. 

" This confideration, joined to the re- 
gard I have for the recommendation of my 
old friend your uncle, have weighed with 
me, in not fubjeding certain parts of your ' 
condud to the judgment of a court-martial. 

'* With refpeft to the foldier whom you 
confined fo long and fo improperly in 
irons, you certainly treated him from the 
beginning with too much feverity. The 
natural awkwardnefs of a recruit is to be 
corrected gradually, and with gentlenefs ; 
feverity confounds him, and increafes the 
evil that is to be remedied. To give way 
to anger and paflion on fuch an occafion, is 
inconfiftent with the dignity which an officer 

ought 
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ought to prefer ve before the men, and is 
always attended with injuftice. As for this 
maa's anfwer to your very intemperate me- 
nace, althoiigh a foldier under arms ought 
not to make any reply to an officer, yet, 
all the circumftatices being weighed, whaLt 
he faid was excufable; to endeavour to 
torture it into mutiny would be abfurd. 

*' You ought to remember, gentlemen, 
that as military difcipline looks to the ge- 
neral tendency and remote confequences of 
things, more than to their intrinfic crimi- 
nality, many adions are treated as crimes 
by the military laws, which in themfelves 
are innocent or frivolous. And when a 
foldier, irritated by undeferved infult, over- 
leaps fubordination, and repels the wanton 
tyranny of an officer, however he may be 
condemned by the unrelenting laws of dif- 
cipline, he will be abfolved by the natural 
feelings of the human heart, which revolts 
lit oppreffion ; nor will he appear, even in 
the eyes of thofe who think his punifhment 
expedient, an objed either of contempt or 
f^yerfion. But when aa officer, armed with 

the 
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the power» and intrenched within the lines 
of difcipline, indulges unmanly pal&on^ or 
private hatred, againft an unproteded and 
unrefifting foldier, in what light can this 
officer appear, either in bis own eyes, or 
in thofe of others ? 

** Signor Zeluco, I have thought pro- 
per to explain my fentiments to you thus 
fully before thefe gentlemen, who have 
been witnefles to your condufl: fince you 
firft joined the regiment, and who I do not 
think intirely free from blame for . not 
jnakiog me acquainted with it. I have 
only to add, that the confiderations which 
prevent my laying the whole before a 
court-martial, cannot operate a fecond time. 
I hope, Sir, that for your own ftke you 
will keep this in your remembrance, that 
while I infift upon all the troops under my 
command performing their duty with punc- 
tuality, I will not permit the pooreft cen- 
tinel to be treated with injuftice. 

" The foldier whom you ufed fo harfhly 
niay ftill appeal, if he pleafes, to a court- 
martial J 
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I 

khartial ; it will be prudent in you to find 
kneans to prevent him.'* 

Having faid this, the general difmifled 
the company; Zeluco made a prefent to 
the foldier more than fufficient to fatisfy 
him. And his fexpedation of fudden pro- 
tnotion in the army being greatly damped 
by the general's harangue, he formed the 
refolutlon of quitting the road to military 
tenown, and of turning into a path more 
agreeable to his talents, and from which 
he hoped to reap greater advantage. 
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CHAP. X. 

Gratitude to a Friend. — Curiojtty in a Maid. 

/7ELUC0 had formed an acquaintance 
with a Spanifli gentlcgian, to whom 
he had brought a recommendatory letter 
from his uncle at Madrid ; and from whom 
he received daily marks of attention and 
civility. As this gentleman, though of 
but a moderate fortune, lived in a mofl: 
liolpitable ftyle, and was of a charader 
lefs reftrved than the Spaniards in general 
are, Zeluco found him a very convenient 
acquaintances and cultivated his good opi- 
nion with fuch affiduity that he gained at 
laft his entire confidence. In the courfe of 
their intimacy, the Spaniard informed Ze- 
luco that he had long paid his addreffes 
to a widow lady poffefled of a very valu- 
able cftate of her own, and a large fum of 
mpney fecured in mortgages on feme of the 
heft cftates in the iflands of Cuba and 

Kifpaniola; 
13 
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Hirpaniola ; that fhe had, on his firfl 
making propofals, protefted in pofitive 
terms, according to the eftablifhed cuftom 
of widows, againft ever entering into a 
fecond matrimonial engagement ; but that 
of late he had obferved with much fatif- 
faflion, that her objections became gradu- 
ally weaker, both in their nature and in 
the manner in' which they were , urged ; 
and that he now hkd good hopes of their 
being foon removed altogether: that as her 
great fortune was entirely in her own 
power, as flie had' no children, arid was in 
herfelf a woman of good difpofition and 
of a cheerful temper, he expedied many 
advantages and much domeflic happinefs 
from the union. 

Zeluco was introduced to this lady's ac- 
quaintance by her lover ; and having made 
, a cautious and minute enquiry into the 
ftate of her finances, he was fatisfied that 
they rather furpafled than fell (hort of the 
account he had received of them ; and from 
that moment fornred the defign of fup- 
planting his unfufpicious friend. 

_ F 2 But 
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But he did not think it prudent to pay 
his court avowedly to a woman who was 
almoft betrothed to another ; and that 
other, a perfon from whom he received 
hourly civilities, and whom he acknow-^ 
ledged as his friend. 

He affailed her, however, with the elo- 
quence of glances and fighs ; which, while 
he affeSled ^o conceal them from her, he. 
took particular care fhould not efcape her 
obfervation; and as often as they feemed 
to be difcovered he endeavoured to bluflb, 
and then aflumed an air of, uneafinefs and 
confuiion. 

When he was in her company, which 
happened as often as he decently could, he 
added to this the moft obfequibus appro- 
bation of whatever Ihe faid ; and the ge- 
neral tendency of his difcourfe, though , 
often addreffed to others, was to adopt and 
illuftrate thofe fentiments and opinions 
which he knew to be hers. 

By thefe means, aided by the graces of 
his perfon, he gradually made advances on 
the heart of the widow ; aod in a fliort 

time 
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time gained a decided preference over the 
old lover. But although this fkilful en- 
gineer was fully fenfible of the imprqjlpon 
which he made, he declined fending ad 
open fummonS) trufling that his maiked 
battery of fighs and glances would extort 
from the fortrefs itfelf a propofal of fur- 
render. To haften which, he took care 
to engage the widow's confidential maid 
in his intereft, by ordering his own valet 
to make affiduous love t;o her^ and inftru£t- 
ing him in what manner to proceed after 
he had gained her heart. 

The attentive valet began his operations 
without lofs of time ; having fpent a few 
days in general courtibip, he told her that 
he had fomething of an important and very 
fecret nature to communicate to her private 
ear. 

** To. my private ear !" cried the maid. 

*' Affuredly, my dear,** . faid the valet, 
*' to your's, and to no other perfon's." 

This fo mightily raifed the curiofity of . 
the maid, that fhe gave him a rendezvous 
in a grove of her miftrefs's garden j merely, 
F 3 as 
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as (he herfelf repeatedly a(Fured him, to 
know what this important matter was ; for 
flie owned it was beyond the compafs of her 
power to divine what it could be. 

The valet gaipcd her heart as he ha<J 
b^en ordered ; and in the intervals of his 
owp fuccefbful paflion he obferved th? qthey 
inftruflions of his ma(ler^ 
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CHAP. XI. 



Rien ne pefc tant qu'un fecrct; 

Le porter loin eft difficile aux dames ; 

Et je fai meme fur ce fait 

Bon nombre d'hommes qui font femmes. 

La FoNTAINlt 



A FTER having lived for fome time to- 
gether in a ftate of mutual happirieftf 
the valet prefented himfelf one day to his 
miftrefs with every appearance of forrow ; 
this tender-hearted maiden (for (he had 
never been married) affedionately incjuired 
into the caufe of his grief. The val^t 
anfwered, ** That it was all on account of 
his unhappy roafter, who, from being the 
moft cheerful of mankind, was of late be- 
come the moft dejeSed and heart-broken/* 
^* Have you no notion/* faid the maid, 
** what has occafioned fuch a melancholy 
change ?'' 

F 4 '' No 
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'' No notion!" replied the valet; « I 
know but too well whs^t has brought i( 
about.*^ 

** And pray, for goodnefs fake, what 
can it be?" faid the maid impatiently. 

« That," replied the valet, " is what 
no eartlily confideration will make tpe ever 
divulge." 

*• No r* cried the maid, ** and for wha; 
reafon?" 

'* Becaufe/' faid the valet, ^ I have 
promifed never to mention it to any humai^ 
creature.'* 

** I infift upon knowing it immediately,"^ 
faid the maid. 

•* I beg you will not," cried the valet; 
V it would be horrid in me to divulge s^ 
fecret with which I have been intruded — •. 
my mafter never would forgive me." 

** Your miftrefs never will forgive you, 
if you do riot," faid the maid.* 

y^ Only confider what you require of 
'me,'* rejoined the valet; to break my truft ! 
To prefs fuch a thing is an attack on my 
honour^" 

•! Well," 
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♦* Well," exclaimed the maid, ** have 
you not made an attack on my honour ? Is 
Jill your pretended love come to this ? To 
reftife the/r^ favour fhe ever afked, to her 
v^bo has granted you the laji. Was there 
ever fuch ingratitude i O ! I fhall burft 
with vexation. — Yes," continued (he, weep- 
ing, ** if you do not immediately tell 
me the caufc of your mafter's mifery, you 
will render me ten thoufand times more 
^iferable than he." 

There was no refifting fuch a rational 
and pathetic remonftrance. The valet un- 
folded the whole myftery. ** His poor 
matter was defperately and hopelefsly in 
love with her miftre'fs; for knowing that 
ihe was in fome meafure engaged to a 
friend of his own, he was a man of fuch 
l^elicate honour that he would pine away 
his very foul in fecret, rather than inter- 
fere with a friend ; that he ate little or no 
food, aever flept a wink, fighed from 
morning to night : and as for my own 
part,'' continued the valet; " how fhall I 
be able to fupport the lofs of fuch a gene- 
rous 
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arous mafter I for he is the moft liheral' of 
men ; one who thinks he never can fQ&^ 
ciently rccompeoce thofe who do him cvea 
the fmalleft fer vice." ^ 

The maid exprefled her admiration at 
the account he gave of his mafter, partir. 
cularly at his neither eating nor fleeping; 
ihc Ukewife approved very much of hi» 
fighing night and day for love. She knew 
that fuch things were common formerly, 
for in the courfe of her ftudies fhe had 
read of them in books. ** But I fear/' faid 
fhe, " they are not mtich the fafhion among 
lovers of the prcfent age. Yet I muft conr 
fefe," continued fhe, *' that your mafter 
is to blame for not acquainting my miftrefs ' 
with his paflion." 

" He never will,'* replied the valet i 
*• nothing will ever prevail on him to come 
in competition with his friend ; he will 
rather pine away his very foul in feeret.'* 

*' He is very much to blame/' faid the 
maid } ** for allow me to put a cafe which 
has this moment come into my head.— If 
fo be that many men were to ad in the 

fame 
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fame manner, it would be a great hardfliip 
on the fair fex; for many of them" might 
accept a man who was not very agreeable 
td them, while others, whom they would 
hayc preferred, are pinihg away their fouls 
in fecret ; for if they always pine in fecret, 
how is a woman to know that they are 
pining at all? And a prudent woman/* 
continued the maid, ** will fecore what fhe 
can get, rather than run the rifle of getting 
nothing*. It is therefore a clear cafe, that 
your matter (hould fpeak out, and acquaint 
my miftrefs with his love; and who knows," 
added fhe, with a fignificant nod to tha 
valet, *' what may happen, fiace your 
mailer is fo generous a man/' 

*• Generous!*' cried the valet, ** you 
can have no notion how generous he is ; 
nobody ever did him a fervice without 
being rewarded far beyond their expecta- 
tions ; but as for fpeaking of his paffion 
to your miftrefs, it is what he never will 
do; — but no doubt it might be happy for 
both, that (he knew how much he loves 
Jierj for I confefs, I tremble for his life; 

for 
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for rather than offer. himfelf in competition 
with l^is friend, he will conceal the flame 
which confumes him within his own bread/* 

** Jefu Maria!'* cried the m^id, ** con- 
ceal a flame within his breaft !^' 
. " Yes," continued the valet, *^ and figb 
his foul to the lafl; puff unobferved, like 
the dying flame in a dark lanthorn/' 

The maid burft into tears at this affed* 
sng image ; and after endeavouring to com* 
fort htu he begged of her never to men- 
tion! to any of the human race, what he 
had told her>-— but particularly not to her 
miftrefs. 

* *• I am fure,** replied the maid, " my 
jniftrefs would not deferve to be numbered 
among the human race, if fhe allowed fo 
faithful a lover to expire in any Aich 
manner.** 

•* It would, indeed, be ten thoufand 
jwties," faid the valet 5 " but you will ne- 
ver give a hint of what I have tol^ you." 

*' I give a hint V* exclaimed th? maid ; 
«* I will be cut into t'fen thoufand' pieces 
firft;^ 
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So faying, flie left him, and went with 
hll poflible fpeed> and informed hct mif« 
trefs, a$ the vjilet expeded, of all he had 
faid; ending the narrative, which the lady 
liftened to with evident fatisfadion, by de- 
claring, " That in the whole courfe of her 
life, fhe had never heard of fuch an ardent 
lover as Signor Zeluco.'' 

*' Ardent !*' faid the miftrefa ; '' what 
can you know of bis ardour ?'' 

** All that I know," replied the maid, 
f * 13, that he carries a flame io his breaft 5 
and is, befides, a much handfomcr maa 
than Don Lopes." ^ . 

'' Thy head," faid the miftrefs, '^ is al- 
ways running on beauty^— a prudent wo- 
man will think of more eflential quali- 



ties." 



** To be fure, every prudent woman^ 
like your ladyfhip, will do fo/' replied the 
maid ; " but there is no judging for certain 
but by experience ;— though in all appear- 
ance, Signor Zeluco has every eflential 
. quality as perfed as Don Lopes, and is z 
handfomer man into the bargain.'" 

•! Well, 
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'' Well, but/' faid the widow, fmiliftg, 
" you would not have me go and court 
this handfome man of your s— woulld 
you>" 

** No ; aflu redly," faid the maid ; " I 
am always for fupporting the dignity of 
our own fex ; — but I would have you to 
difmifs Don Lopes." 

•* What, before Signor Z^eluco makes 
any propofal ?" cried the widow. 

•* Yes," faid the maid, *' he will not dip 
an oar into the water till Don Lopes is dif- 
.mifTed ; this I know from good authority^ 
that till you have given a final anfwer to 
Don Lopes, Signor Zeluco, rather than 
fpeak,. will expire." 

'^ Expire !'* cried the widow. 

" Yes, indeed, madam, I am aflured 
that Signor Zeluco is that kind of man.'* 

*' He is a very extraordinary kind of 
map indeed then," refumed fhe. 

" That I am informed for certain he is,'* 
faid the maid ; " for although he is Ian* 
guifhing for love of your ladyfliip, yet ra- 
ther 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 95 

ther than open his mouth to you on the 
fubje<a:, he will certainly die/' 

** Die! nonfenfe," cried the widow. 

" Yes, die," cried the maid, *^ and 
what is worfe, die in a dark lanlhorn; at 
leaft, I am told that is what he is in daa^ 
ger of/* 
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CHAP. xir. 

Heroic Love^ 

ALTHOUGH the widow afF^ded tcL 
laugh at the maid, and defpife her 
advice; yet fhe had for fome time been in 
expedlation of a declaration of love from 
Zelucb; and having gathered from her 
maid's difcourfe what the obflacle was 
which prevented it, after confulting her 
pillow, fhe determined to overleap the bar- 
riers of female delicacy, and encourage him 
to a declaration of fentiments which were 
highly agreeable to her. 

Zeluco paid her a vifit at a time when 
fhe was difengaged from all other company^ 
and (he had previoufly given orders that 
none fliould be admitted while he remained 
with her. 

When they met, the lady's countenance 
was dreflfed in fmiles, and her whole man- 
ner announced the mod encouraging frank- 

neft* 

12 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 97 

nefsi But dn the brow of Zeluco, cfti*e and 
folicitude feemed to fit brooding, and the 
fighs of defpondency burft, as it were, in- 
Toluntarily from his bofom. 

They converfed for fomc time on Indif- 
ferent fubjedls, but Zeluco difplayed fuch 
abfence of mind, and made fo many paufes 
of melancholy import, that the converfa- 
tion was continually interrupted. 

** I fear,'* faid the lady tenderly, *< that 
fome fecret care preys upon your mind*" 

Zeluco, heaving as profound a figh aft 
ever was hove on any theatre, threw up his 
eyes, and was filent. 

" Why will you not difclofe the caufe of 
your afflidion ?" faid the widow* 

^* Alas! madam, thcjcaufeof my mifery 
cannot be removed -, my complaint Is pad 
remedy j why, therefore, fliould I difquiet 
others with forrowa which are peculiar to 
myfelf ; efpecially, why fhould^ I difquiet 
thofe whofe happinefs it is my ardent wifh, 
and would be my grcateft pride, fo pro- 
mote?'* 

Vol. L G *« I know 
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^' I know not who have the honour to be 
of that number^'' faid the widow with diffi* 
dence. 

** My moft fervent defire, madam, would 
be to promote the happinefs of — — ** here 
he hefitated, and feemed in a date of 
trembling confufion. 

*« The happinefs of whom ?'* cried the 
impatient widow. 

** Alas ! madam, da not infift upon my 
difclofing fentiments which I have fo long 
flriven to fupprefs^ and flill wi(h to conceal i 
fentiments condemmed by the voice of 
friendfhip, though infpired by the purefi 
love; fentiments which, if known, might 
render me odious and criminal in your eyes."^ 

** I am convinced you labour under a 
miftake, Sir,'* faid the widow ; ** pray tell 
me therefore whofe happinefs it is that you 
wifb fo earneftly to promote/' 

** The happinefs of the moft deferving 
and moft amiable of her fex,'*' cried Zeluco, 
fixing his eyes ardently on the widow;— 
** but this blefling never will be in my power.** 

cc If 
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** If t am the perfon you allude to/' faid 
the lady, throwing hef eyes mddeflly On 
the ground, and blufhirig with all her mighty 
** I muft acknowledge that it is iri your 
jpower more than in that pf any man alive.'* 

\Therc j^vas no refilling a hint fo direftly 
favourable as this. '^ Aogels and faints of 
heaven," cried Zelutfd, *• am I awake, or 
am I deluded by a dream of felicity !" .v ' ■■ 
And fo he poured out a rhapfody extremely 
infipid in itfelf^ but mightily reliihed by 
the hearer. This vvas followed by a long 
tonverfation, in which the lady removed 
all the fcruples of Zeluco, by affuring hiih 
of what he was convinced was not ftriftly 
true, that (he never had any intention of 
giving her hand to Don Lopes ; and that 
although he, Zeluco, were entirely out of 
the quefliou, fhe never would: that the 
gentleman was much miftaken if he had 
entertained any fuch hopes; and fhe would 
feize the firft opportunity that offered to 
inform him of this.— ^Zeluco begged that if 
ihe was refolved on that meafure, that (he 
.would execute it in the leaft offenfive man- 
G 8 ner 
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ner pofliblc : an advice which fhe promifed 
to follow. 

In the next converfation which Don 
Lopes had with the widow, while, infpired 
by the moft flattering hopes, he began to 
urge his fuit, and was endeavouring to 
remove thofe objections which the lady had 
formerly ftated againft a woman's engaging 
in a fecond marriage ; an expreffion fell 
from her which did not So much imply a 
reluctance to marriage as to chufing him 
for her hufband. On his appearing fur- 
prifed^ and humbly requiring an explana- 
tion ; the lady acknowledged, that the pre- 
judice (he had fo ftrongly entertained againft 
a fecond marriage was now effaced by his 
very judicious arguments, many of which 
would never have occurred to her unin- 
ftruded judgment, and (he (hould always 
retain a grateful fenfe of the pains he had 
taken to free her mind from an error fo^ 
prejudicial to fociety. But,. at the fame 
time, after a thoufand apologies, fhe con- 
fefTed, that, although (he was con/mced of 
the propriety of her marriage, yet fhe had 

not 
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liot that degree of love for hira which, in 
her opinion, was neceflary to cdnftitute. 
Jiappinefs in the marriage ftate. That (he 
Should be extr-emely glad to remain on a 
footing of friendlhip with him (for flie 
really had a high cfteem for his charadter), 
but unfortunately not xhdXpqffionate ardour 
of love J which alone could enfure felicity to 
a married couple ; and therefore, on bis 
own account, as well as her's, fhe begged 
he would deGft from his fuit, 

* The gentleman thanked her for her 
efteem, and the obliging attention fhe dif- 
played for liis felicity ; hinted, that if (lie 
had been equally explicit fooner,, it would 
have faved'both herfelf and him fome trou- 
ble, and begged to know whether he might 
be permitted to afk, if the fentiments fhe 
exprefTed proceeded entirely from her in- 
difference to him^ ornvere*in part owing to 
^ z pajjionate ardour of love for fome other man. 
After throwing her eyes on the ground, 
and covering her face with her handker- 
chief, the lady declared, that, contrary to 
her Tyifhes, and without any defign on his 
G 3 part. 



Qigitized by 



Google 



lOft Z E L U C O. 

part, (he felt fuch an attachment to hig 
friend Zeluco, as rendered it highly im- 
proper for her to give her hand to another i 
particularly, ihe was incapable of fuch in^f 
juflice to a perfon for whom (he had fo high 
a regard as the gentleman to whom (he theii^ 
. fpoke* 

** You are certain that Zeluco is unac- 
quainted with the preference which you 
give him ?*' faid the gentleman. 

^* I know not what he may fufpcdt," an- 
fwered the blufliing widow i *' I only know 
that he never explained himfelf to me, nor, 
I am convinced, ever will, whatever his 
fentiments may be, while it is believed 
that you continue your purfuit/* 

^^ My purfuit terminates here, madam j 
and I will, myfelf, inform Zeluco of his 
good fortune,'^ continued the generous 
Spaniard ; ^^ fince I cannot have the ha|^ 
pinefs I expeded myfelf, I will not ftand 
in the way of another whom you prefer, 
and who very poffibly may render you 
happier than I could." 

S This 
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This well-meaning and candid man ac- 
quainted Zeluco, according to his declara- 
tion, of the widow's fentimentsl The 
confummate hypocrite exprefied great fur- 
ppfe and concern at the intelligencei and 
afFeded infinite reludance, in accepting of 
a piece of good fortune, however defirable 
in itfelf, which had befallen him, at the 
expence of fo dear a friend. All this af* 
fe£latioQ and mummery was in due time 
overcome, and Zeluco's nuptials with the 
widow were celehrated in form. 
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CHAP. xiir. 



On ne trouve guqre d'in^rats, tant qu'on eft en etat 
de faire du bien. "RocHfiFOUCAULT, 



A S the gentleman who fo generbufly had 
quitted his claim had never, during 
his courtlhip, fliewn any anxiety on the 
fubjed of fettlements, Zeluco alfo waved 
all difcuffion of that kindi th*t he .might 
appear equally dilinterefted. He knew, 
however, that by the lady's will, as it then 
ftood, her fortune, if (he fliould have hp 
children, would devolve to one of her rcr 
lations. This deftination he thought he 
ihould prevail upon her at his leifure to 
alter, and as the lady was near fifty years 
pf age, and never had a child by her former 
hufband, or, as far as he knew, by any 
other perfon, ^ Zeluco thought there was 
Jitile danger of his being fhoved out of her 
fortune, either by her relations, or his own 
pffspring. The lady herfelf, ipdeed, did 

not 
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not look upon her having a pretty nume* 
rous pofterity in fuch a defperate light as it 
appeared to others ; for in her lateil fettle- 
ment, vhich was not of an old date, flic 
had fpecified the provifion of her fecond 
begotten fon or daughter, her third, her 
fourths a«id fo gn, and with the moft 
laudable an4 trujy iqaternal folicitude flie 
Jiad amply provided for a dozen of her €x- 
pefted progeny, . . 

JSeluco appeared equally obfequious af- 
ter marriage as before, making everj effort 
jn his power to engrofs and fecure the af- 
fediions of his fpoufe, vyho pn her part 
[became every day paore dojitingly fond of 
him ; and at length, all the regard, kind* 
nefs, and friendfhip, ihe formerly felt for 
other relations and connections, were to- 
tally effaced* and the whole affedion of 
her heart centered ia tier beloved hufl>and. 

One idea however intruded into h^r 
mind, and difturbed her happinefs; this 
arofe from her hufband's profeffion, which 
flie dreaded might occafion a feparation be- 
tween them, and expoffe him to the hard- 
4 ihips 
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ihip8 and dangers of war. She often cch)-* 
jured him therefore, with all theieloquenco 
of love, to abandon a fituation which k|;pc 
her in perpetual alarm, and embittered thq 
fwceteft enjoyments of her life. 

Zeluco difliked the profeffion as much aa 
his lady, and was fully refolved to quit it, 
but he was equally refolved to make his 
yielding to her entreaties fubfervient to an-i 
other plan which now occupied his thoughts. 

He always replied to her endearing foli^ 
citations on that head with every appear^ 
ance of grateful acknowledgment, expreff- 
ing at the fame time the greateft reludance 
to give up a profeffion of which he was. 
paffionately fond, and in which he ei^pefked 
to obtain glory and preferment. 

This afFeding conteft was often renewr 
ed; on one occafion, Zeluco, exaggerating 
the advantages he might derive from con- 
tinuing in the fcrvice, faid, that if he 
ihould be as fortunate as fome other of- 
ficers, he might be enibled one day to re- 
deem the eftate of his anceftors, and appear 
with fplendour and reputation in his native 

country. 
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coantry. He probably cxpcded, that ia 
confequence of this hint fhe would have 
put it in his power immediately, by mak<* 
ing over her fortune to him ; — tbut whether 
from not fully comprehending the import 
of what he faid, or from fome remains of 
prudence, fhe made no dire£t anfwer ; and 
her fears refpe<!3ing her hufband's profcffion 
feemed to relapfe into a flumber, when they 
were fuddenly roufed by her receiving* an 
anonymous letter from one who pretended 
great anxiety for her happinefe, at the famo 
time informing her, that war would veryr 
foon be declared ; that her hufband's regi-^ 
ment was deftined for immediate fervice, 
in a fecret expedition, of which he himfelf 
had already received intimation, though out 
of tender nefs he concealed it from her. 

This alarming news at once awakened 
her apprehenfions and lulled her prudence^ 
She tenderly expoftulated with her hufband 
for concealiqg intelligence of fuch infinite 
importancetoher peace of mind. Without 
abfolutely admitting the truth of her in-r 
foirmation^ he ufed it as a freih argument 

againft 
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againft the propriety of his quitting the 
army. ^ If he had hcfitated, even in the 
lime of peace, how could he in honour 
agree to it on the eve of a war ?'* This 
convinced her of the truth of the intelli- 
gence. 

*^ But you have not. heard," cried the 
half-diftradked woman, " that war is yet 
declared ?" 

** With whatever certainty it may be 
expected, it affuredly is not actually de- 
clared,'* replied Zeluco j ** if that were the 
cafe, even you, my deareft love, could no 
longer wifh that I fhould leave the army ; 
nor could I after that allow of any intreaty 
on the fubjed." 

** Well, thank heaven, it is not yet too 
late,-' cried (he ; and immediately leaving 
Zeluco, flie ordered an irrevocable deed to 
be made out, by which her whole fortune, 
real and perfonal, was transferred to her 
hufband. This fhe (hewed him, telling 
him at the fame time, that fhe would de- 
liver it into his poffeflion the moment that 
he refigned his commiflion. After the 

higheft 
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higfaeft expreillon of admiration* at what 
he termed her generolity of foul, and fomc 
very heroic fentiments denoting the reluc- 
tance with which he had facrificed the hopes 
of military glory, he concluded, by repeatipg 
a line from aSpanifh poet, equivalent to 
this from Pope's Eloifa : 

li'ame, wtalth, and honour, what are yc to love? 

This fcrap of. poetry, though not very ap"- 
plicable on fuch an pccafion, was heard with 
rapture, and confidered by the enamoured 
lady as exceedingly in point. 

Having obtained liberty to refign, he 
quitted the army, to the great joy of his 
lady, and of the regiment to which he be- 
longed. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

i^roprium human! ingenii eft^ odille quem Ixreris. 

TACir; 

npHE heroic mark of love above men- 
tioned was the lad that Zeluco waa 
felicitous of receiving from his lady; for 
he fecmed ever after vdry willing to dif* 
penfe with all indications of her paflioni 
and his exprefTions of aflPedioti towards her 
diminiihed in their energy from this period. 
She, at firll with gentlenefs^ and afterwards 
with a mixture of acrimony, remoqftrated 
with him on this alteration. But it has 
been obferved, that complaints and remon- 
flrances feldom prove reftoratives to a lan- 
guid love. ' In the befl and mildeft difpofi- 
tions they do no good, in acrimonious dif- 
pofitions they exafperate the difeafe* 

Zeluco bore the murmurings of his wife 
from the beginning with but an ill-diffem- 
l^led patience, became more and more mo- 

rofe 
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fofe and futky as they were continued, and 
his behaviour terminated in avowed con*" 
tempt and open abufe. 

The unhappy woman finding herfelf thus 
negleSed, infulted, and defpifed by » the 
perfon on whom (he had fixed her afFeftions 
and beftowed her whole fortune, gradually 
funk into defpondcncy, and after enduring 
all the bitternefs of felf-reproach, fhe died 
at the end of two years. 

Difappointment and difquietude had at- 
tended Zeluco through the whole of his 
life ; notwithftanding the great acquifition 
of fortune he derived from his marriage, 
even his matrimonial ftate had been embit- 
tered with continual chagrin. This was 
the natural efFedi of his own vicious con- 
dufl:; yet by a partiality of felf-deceit, 
which is very common, he always imputed 
his miffing of happinefs to other caufes: 
few people blame thcmfelves, while it is in 
the power of felf-love to twift the charge 
againft others* All the difcontent and fret- 
fulnefs which Zeluco experienced during 
the lifetime of his wife, he thought origi- 
nated 
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nated in the ill-haniiSur and bad temper of 
that unhappy woman. 

When he was freed therefore from what 
heconfidercd as the only obftrudion to his 
happinefs, he expeded that what he had 
hitherto purfu6d without attaining was at 
laft within his reach. 

But to render his felicity more certain 
and permanent, he thought it neceflary to 
bring his eftate to the higheft pitch of im- 
provement ; after which he propofed to re- 
turn to Europe, and there in fplendour and 
magnificence enjoy every pleafure that his 
heart could defire. 

In the profecution of this plan he la- 
boured with fuch affiduity and impatience 
as kept himfelf m everlafting fretfulnefs, 
and proved fatal to feveral of his flaves, 
fomeof whom expired under the exertions 
he forced them to make, and others under 
the puniftiments h^ inflifted for the fmalleft 
remiffnefs or negled. . . 

Zeluco was now in that fituation in which 
the underftanding cannot improve, and the 
difpofition is the moft likely to degenerate; 

avoiding: 
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A^^oidlng and being avoided by every perfon 
of a liberal and independent mind ; living 
almoft conftantly on his own eftate, with a 
fet of people over whom he had unlimited 
power ; feeing no perfon whofe charadler he 
much refpe£ted, or whofe cenfure he fo much 
dreaded as to put him on his guard againfl: 
the overflowings of paflion, or make him 
check tbe impulfes of caprice, of courfe he 
became every day more unreafonable, paf* 
fiobatC) and cruel ; and at length was un« 
able to hear with patience the moft candid 
and rational remonftrance, flying into vio- 
lent fits of rage on the mod trivial occafionsi 
and when his domeftics had the good fpr* 
tune to execute his orders with fuch pre- 
cifioa and rapidity as left him not the teaft 
pretence for blame, he then turned his ran* 
coiir on the climate and foil, the viciffitudes 
of the weatlier, burfting into ridiculous fits 
of paflion at the commoneil and moil ine* 
vitable occurrences. 

The daily habit which this odious man- 
thi^s acquired of tormenting himfelf, would 
have aflForded fatisfadion to all who were 

Vol, I< H wit- 
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witnefles to it, had it not been accompanied 
with the diabolical prbpenfity to harafs and 
torment all thofe unfortunate creatures 
whom Providence, for reafons we cannot 
penetrate, fubjeded to his power. 

When a man of a good difpofition is of 
a pcevifh, fretful, and capricious temper, 
which unfortunately is fometimes the cafe, 
the uneafinefs which he needlefsly gives 
himfelf is lamented by thofe who are ac- 
quainted with his entire character. Biit 
when a villain is the flave of caprice, and 
of courfe a felf-tormentor, his mifery af- 
fords fatisfadion and amufement to all who 
know him. And although they durft not 
difplay it openly, yet it undoubtedly gave 
fecret fatisfadion to every one of thfs 
wretched man's flaves, to be witneflfes to 
the difquietude and mifery of their per- 
fecutor. 

Zeluco having been reprefented as ava- 
ricious as well as cruel, it may be faid that 
the fir ft of thofe difpofitions would prove 
a reftraint upon the4aft; and that the fug- 
geftiohs of fclf-intereft would prevent his 

pufhing 
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pu(hiDg crucify the length of endangering 
the lives of his flaves. 

It is a common argument againfl: the 
neceffity of new laws for the protedion of 
flaves, that they need no protection from a 
juft and humane mailer, becaufe he will 
never injure them j nor from a mailer of 
an oppofite charader, becaufe his own in- 
tereft will be their protection : , but let it 
be remembered, that men who are not na- 
turally compaffionate, who are devoid of 
religious impreffions, and in the habit of 
giving vent to every guft of ill- humour, 
are apt, in the violence of rage, to become 
deaf to the voice of common xfepfe and in- 
terefl, as well as of juftice and mercy. An 
unfortunate gamefter throws the cards into 
the fire, and regrets that they have not 
feeling ; a choleric man breaks and deftroys 
the furniture of his houfe, however valua- 
ble ; and how often do we fee men in an ab- 
furd rage abufe their mod ferviceable cattle ? 
But a thoufand,caufes, which muft occur 
to every one, expofe human creatures to the 
vindidive rage of ill-tempered proprietors 
Ha in 
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in a much greater degree than inanimate 
things or the brute creation ever can be. 
And we find in fad, that cruel and paf- 
fionate matters, however interefted in other 
fefpedS) do gratify their ill humour againft 
their mod valuable Haves at the cxpence of 
their intereft. - 

It will be alleged, that in all the Chriftian 
colonies the flaves are fo far protefted from 
the injuftice of their mafter, that none of 
them can be condemned capitally, but after 
trial in a court of jufticef Long experience 
has made it clear, however, that the pro- 
prietors of land in thofe colonies, Chriftians 
as they are, fhew little difpofition to liften , 
to the complaints of flavesy or interfere 
with each other refpeding the manner iii 
which flaves are treated ; and when it is 
'whifpered about, that a flave has expired 
tinder the lafh, or has .died in confequence 
of the arbitrary puniffiment of his mafter, 
people in general are not fond of the trouble 
of colledling proofs, or appearing in the 
charader of accufers ; particularly when 
the delinquent is a white man, of intereft 
S perhaps 
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perhaps in the colony, and the fufFerer a 
hUck flave, ^efides, there may in many 
inftances bpa full convidion of the crime^ 
and yet the criminal, may not be deemed ^ 
within the grafp of thofe vague laws which 
the policy of Europe has thought fufficient 
for the proteftion of flaves from the cruelty 
of their mafters. The law may dire^, that 
a matter (hall not order more than a limited 
number of ftripes to be inflided for any 
fault that his flave commits. But if the 
law requires no proof of the fault, excepb 
the allegation of the mafter, what fecurity 
has the ilave that he fhalj not be punifhed 
unjuftly, or that his mafter (hall not, as 
often as he pleafes^ repeat the punifliment 
at fuch intervals as keep him out of the 
reach of the law? It muft be owned thit 
the flave has no fecurity from fuch abufes, 
which is tantamount to. putting 'it in the 
mafter 's power to torture his flaves to death 
with impunity. Such jaws are no fafe- 
guard, but rather a mockery of the un- 
happy race of men they pretend to pro- 

ted. / 
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, This unlimited power, which is Icff in 
the hands of the maftcrs, has. a bad cfFedl 
both on the flave arid the mafter. It tends - 
at once to render the firft more wretched, 
and the fecond more wicked. ^ How many 
men have, for a great part of their lives, 
fupported the charader of well-difpofed 
good-natured people ; and on going from 
Europe to the Weft Indies, and becoming 
proprietors of flaves, have gradually grown 
ill-tempered, capricious, haughty, and cruel ? 
Even Zcluco, though of a capricious, vio- 
lent, and felfifh difpofition, was not natu- '^ 
rally cruel; this laft grew upon him in 
confequence of unlimited power. His fe- 
verity to the foldiers arofe from a defire of 
gaining the favour of the commander, by . 
rendering the men under his immediate 
command more expert than others. In 
puftiing this point he difregarded, indeed, 
jhe fufferings of tbe men j becaufe his ex^ 
ceflive felfiftinefs engrofled all his feelinga^ 
and left him quite indifferent to the feelings 
of others ; he ftill was not pofitively crueK 
Uninfluenced by paffion pr ragej he had no 

- fatis- 
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(ktisfadion in giving pain ; he was only 
unconcerned whether they fuffered or not* 
And afterwards, when he became the abfo- 
lute mafter of a great number of unfortu- 
nate creatures, whom he confidered as his 
property, he thought he had a right to 
make the moft of them. And he was in- 
formed by thofe who have heads for fuch a 
calculation, and hearts to ad in confequence 
of Jt, that to force flaves to their utmoft 
exertions, and' purchafe new ones as the 
old expire, is, upon the whole, more oeco- 
nomical than to treat them with a certain 
degree of gentlenefs, and oblige them to no 
more labour thap is proportioned to their 
ftrength, although? by this me*ns, the pur- 
chafes would be Icfs frequent. A perfoa 
who paffed for a very fenfible man, who 
formerly kept an inn on one of the great 
polling roads in £pgUad# »nd was at thi$ 
time a confiderable proprietor of land in 
one of the Weft-rlndia iflands, had aflured 
bicD, that he had found this to hold with 
J'€g*rd to poft-horfes ; and the argument 
was equally juft when applied to .fla.vejs^ 
* H 4 Zeluco 
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Zeluco. therefore HaLd originally no direft 
intention of injuring his llaved ; his view 
was fimply to improve his cftates to the 
utmofl ; but in the execution of this plant 
as their exertions did not keep pace with 
bis impatience^ he found it neceflaiy to 
quicken them by an unremitting ufe of the 
whip. This produced difcoritcnt, mur- 
murs, fulkioefs, fometimes upbraidings^ on 
their parts ; rage, threats, and every kind 
of abufei on his ; he faw hatred in all their 
looks, he prefumed revenge in all their 
hearts ; he became more and more feveret 
and treated them as he imagined they 
wi(hed to treat him, and as he was con«- 
fcious he deferved to be treated by them ; 
at length he arrived at that ihocking point 
of depravity, to have a gratification in pu- 
niftiing, independent of any idea of utility 
or advantage to himfelft 

This, unfortunately for a large propor- 
tion of mankind, is often the progrefs of 
unlimited power, and the efFeft which it 
too frequently produces on the human cha- 
ra^ert 

If 
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If the reiga of many European proprie* 
tors of eftates in the Weft Indies were 
faithfully recorded, it 18 much to be fearedf 
that the capricious cruelties which difgrace 
thofe of Caligula and Nero would not feem 
fo incredible as they now do. And perhaps 
no memoirs could be more afFedltng to a 
candid and humane mind, than thofe of 
many negroes, from the time of their being 
brought from the coaft of Guinea^ till their 
death in the Weft Indies. The fate of one 
pf ^eluco's ilaves, called HannOy being 
conneAed with our purpofe, may» without 
impropriety> be mentioned here. 
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c H A P. xy. 

— — - Mejrciful Heaven ! 
* Thou rather, with xhy Kharp and fijlphiirous bolt, * 
' OSplil^ft the unwedgable and gnarled oak, i • 

Tban the foft myrtle \ O, but n»n ! proud man ! 
Dreft in a little brief authority ; 
Moft ignorant of what is moft afTured, 
' Hi' glafly «fienctf-*lik« an angry ape» 

JPbys fuch fantaftick tricks before h^b Heayeq^ 
A% makes the apgeU weep. — ^^ 
< Shakespeare^ ' 

XJANNO, thfe flare mentioned at the 
end of the foregoing chapter, allowed 
Jy tnptoms of compaffion, perhaps of indig- 
nation, to efcape from him, on hearing one 
of his brother flaves ordered to be puniflied 
unjuftly. Zeluco having obferved this, 
fwore that Hanno (hould be the executioner, 
otherwife he would order him to be pu- 
nifhed in his dead. 

Hanqo faid, he might do as he pleafed j 

but as for himfelf he never had been accuf- 

tomed to that office, and he would not 

1 begia 
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begin hy exercifing it on his £riend« Ze« 
iucoi in a tranfport of rage, ordere4 hitn 
to be laflied feverely» and renewed tbe pu- 
niibment at /egal intervals fo often, that 
the poor man was thrown into a languifh- 
ing difeafe, which confined him conftantly 
to his bed. 

Hanno had been a fevourite feryant of 
his lady's before her marriage with ZelucQi 
he was known to people of all ranks on the ^ 

ifland, and eileemed by all who kaew.biav 
The Irifh foldier who had carried the com^ 
manding ciRcer from the field, as was re? 
lated above, was taken into that gentleman's 
fervice fome time after, and remained con- 
ilamly tnihi^ family frotn that time; this 
foldier had long been acquainted with Han- 
jio, and had a particular eileem for him^ 
/i& foon as he heard of his dangerous fitua- 
tion, he haftened to fee him, carried him 
wine and other refrefhments, and continued 
to vifit and comfort him during his languiih* 
ing illnefs. Perceiving at laft that therp 
was no hope of his recovery, he thought 
the iafl: and \>^f^ good office he could do 

him 
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him was to carry ja prieft to give him abfo- 
lutk>n and extreme undion. 

As they went together, " I (hould be very ' 
forry, father," faid the foldier, " if this 
poor fellow mifled going to heaven ; for, 
by Jefus, I do not believe there is a worthier 
foul there^ be the other who he pleafes/* 

*^ He is a blacf faid the prieft, who 
was of the order of St. Francis. 

** His foul is whiter than a Ikinned po- 
tatoe," faid the foldier. 

♦* Do you know whether he believes in 
all the tenets of our holy faith ?'' faid the 
prieft, 

** He is a man who was always ready to 
do as he would be done by/' rejplied the 
foldier. 

^^ That is fomething," faid thecapuchin« 
•^ but not the moft effential. Are you 
certain that he is a Chriftian ?" 

" O, ril be damned if he is not as pretty 
a Chriftian as your heart can defire,'' faid 
the foldier ; ** and I'll give you a proof 
that will rejoice your foul to hear.— A 
foldier of our regiment was feized with the 

cramp 
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cramp in his leg wfien he was bathing ; fo 
he halloed for afllftance, and then went 
plump to the bottom like a ftone. Thofe 
who were near him, QiriCtians and all, 
fwum away as fad as their legs could carry 
them, for they were afraid of his catching 
hold of them. But honed Hanno pufhed 
diredly to the place where the foldier had 
funk, dived after him^ ahd, without more 
ado, or fo much as faying by your leave* 
feized him by the hair of the head, and 
hauled him afhore; where, after a little 
rubbing and rolling, he was quite recovered, 
and is alive and merry at this bleflfed mo- 
ment. Now, my dear father, I think this 
was behaving like a good Chriftian, and 
what is much more, like a brave Irifhman 



too." 



•' Has he been properly inftru<3:ed in all 
the doftrines of the catholic church i'* faid 
the prieft. 

" That he has," replied the foldier ; '« for' 
I was after inftruding him yefterday my- 
felf ; and as you had told me very often, 
that believing was the great point, I preifed 

that 
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thai home, ** By Jefus," fays I, *^ Hanno, 
it does not fignify making wry faces, but 
you muft believe, my dear Honny, as faft 
as ever you can, for you have no time to 
lofe; — and, poor fellow, he entreated me 
to fay no more about It, and he would be- 
lieve whatever I pleafed." 

This fatisfied the father ; w^en they ar- 
rived at the dying man's cabin, ** Now, 
my dear fellow," faid the foldier, " I have 
brought a holy man to give you abfolution 
for your fins, and to (hew your foul the 
road to heaven; take this glafs of wine to 
comfort you, for it is a hellifh long jour- 
ney." 

They raifed poor Hanno, and he fwal- 
lowed the wine with difficulty. 

" Be not difmayed, my honeft lad," 
continued the foldier, " for although it is 
a long march to heaven, you will be fure 
of glorious quarters when you get there. I 
cannot tell you exadly how people pafs their 
time indeed ; but by all accounts there is 
no very hard duty, unlefs it. is that you 
will be obliged to fing pfalms and hymns 

pretty 
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pretty conftantly; that to be fare you muft 
bear with : but then the devil a fcoundrdL 
who delights in tormenting his fellow^crca?* 
tares will be allowed to thruft his nofe into 
that fweet plantation ; and^ fo, my dear 
Hanno, God blefs you ; all your fufferings 
are now pretty well over, and I am con^ 
vinced you will be as happy as the day is 
long, in the other world, all the reft of 
your life." 

The prieft then began to perform his 
oflBce ; — Hanno heard him in filence,— he 
feemed unable to fpeak. 

**. You fee, my good father/' faid the 
foldier, '• he believes in all you fay. *You 
may now,' without any further delay, give 
him abfolution and extreme undtioui and 
every thing needful to fecure him a fnug 
birth in paradife." 

*' You are fully convinced, friend," faid 
the pr|eft, addrefling the dying man in a 
folemn manner, *' that it is only by a firm 
belief in all the tenets of the holy catholic 

church, that " " God love your foul, my 

dear father," interrupted the foldier, ** give 

him 
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him abloIuttOQ in the firft place^ and cont^ 
vince him afterwards ; for» upon my con^ 
fcience, if you bother him much Idngef^ 
the poor creature's foul will flip through 
your fingers/* 

The prieftt who was a good-flaturcd 
man, did as the foldier requefted; . 

** Now,** faid the foldier, when the ce- 
remony was over, " now, my honed fel- 
low, you may bid the devil kifs your b — de, 
for you are as fure of heaven as your maf- 
ter is o£ hell ; where, as this reverend fa- . 
ther will aflure you, he muft fuffer to all 
eternity.** * 

^' I hope he will not fuffcr fo long/' 
faid Haono, in a faint voice ; and (peaking 
for the firft time fince the arrival of the 
prieft, 

** Have a care of what you fay, friend/' 
faid the prieft, in a fevere tone of voice : 
*' you muft not doubt of the eternity of 
hell torments. — If your mafter goes once 
there, he muft remain for ever/' 

'' Then ril be bound for him," faid the 
foldier, ** he is fure enough of going there/' 

" But 
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*^ But I hope in God he will not reinaia 
ifor ever," faid Hanno— and expired. 

** That was not fpoken like a true bc- 
liever>" faid thtprieft; ** if I had thought 
that he harboured apy doubts on fiich ad 
eflisntial article^ I fhould not have given 
him abfolutioii;" 

•* It is lucky then that the poor fellow ' 
iiiadie his efcajJe to heaved before you knev^ 
any thing of the mitter," faid the foldier. 

As the foldier returned home from Hah- 
no'scabbin, he met Zeluco, vvho, knowing 
where he had beed, faid to him, •* How 
is the d— -d fcoundrel now ?" 

•* The d — d fcoundrel is in better health 
than all who know him could wiihj'' replied 
the foldier. 

" Why, they told me he was dying,** faid 
Zeluco. 

*' If you mean poor tiannd, he is already 
dead> and on his way to heaven/' faid the 
foldier; '* but as for the fcoundrel who 
iiiurdeted him, he'll b6 d-^-d before he get 
there/'. 



Vol. I, 
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CHAP. xvr. 

The Portuguefe. 

QOMETIME after this an occurrence 
took place which contributed more ta 
render Zeluco lefs cruel to his flaves^ than 
all^ the occafional attacks of compundion 
he felt for the death of Hanno, or than all 
the laws exifting for the protection of Negra 
flaves. 

A rich Portuguefe merchant, who had 
been fettled foY feveral years in the town 
of Havannah, had lately purchafed an 
eftate contiguous to that of Zeluco, who' 
difplayed a great inclination to' cultivate 
his acquaintance by every kind of polite 
attention. 

He frequently vifited this njerchant at 

his houfe in town, and offered him every 

kind of accommodation which his eftate 

afforded, while the; ' Portuguefe was re- 

4 pairing 
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pairing a boufe oa his new purchife for 
the reception of his family. 

This very obliging behaviour of Zeiuco ' 
feemed extraordinary to all thofe who knew 
him» and did not know that the merchant 
had a very handfome wife^ who was fond 
of admiration, and not entirely free from 
coquetry^ 

Zeiuco was much ftruck with her beauty^ 
and uied all his art to feduce her. She, on 
her parti although not entirely infenfible to 
the charms of his face and perlbn^ was dill 
mor^ pleafed with the eclat of having a 
man of hia rank and fortune among the 
number of her admirers, and probably had 
no i3ea of ever making any other ufe of 
him. This lady was one of that elafs of 
women, who, being kept out of the way of' 
temptation, and not vigoroufly attacked, 
will prefetve the citadel of their virtue in- 
violate through life. She was apt, how- 
ever, through vanity, to expofe fome of 
the outworks a little too much, which in- 
vited the attacks of the enemy ; and al- 
though flie had no ferious intention of ever 
I a formally 



. Digitized by 



Google 



T32 Z E L U C O. 

formalljr furrenderirig the fort, fhc might 
poifibly, through inatteation, have allowed 
it to be furprifed by a coup de main. 

This lady was. allured into an epiftolary 
correfpondence with Zeliico; at firft on the 
mod trifling fubjeds, and with the kndw- 
ledge of her hu{band, to whom (he (hewed 
the billets : by degrees, however, it hap-* 
pened that (he received fome which {he 
thought it unneceflary to communicate. 

When the Portuguefe brought his family 
to the houfe which he had repaired for 
their reception, Zeluco's intercourfe with 
them was more frequent; and he often 
walked with the hufband and wife in a fe- 
queftered field iituated between his own 
houfe and that of her hufband. 

' With fome difficulty Zeluco at length 
prevailed on her to promife to meet him at 
this place towards the clofe of an evening, 
when he knew that her hufband was en- 
gaged on bufinefs, which would neceiTarily 
detain him very late at the houfe of a 
gentleman who lived at a confiderable dif- 
tanee. 

From 
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From the time that ZeluQo's correfpond- 
cnce with the lady became of a nature that 
£he wa8 rather* fhy of communicating, he 
always employed one particular flaVe, who, 
he imagined, was very cordially attached 
to him on account of a few indulgences 
which were granted to him previous to his 
being entrufted as an agent in this bufinefs. 

In this conjedure, however, Zelucp was 
greatly miftaken ; thofe flight favours had 
not eradicated froni the man's mind that 
hatred and thirft for revenge which his 
matter's former treatmeftt had planted 
there, 

^ Having come to the knowledge of the 
intended interview, he actually went and 
communicated all he knew to the hufband, 
and returned rqoicing in the hope that hi$ 
detefted mafter would be affaffinated that 
very night. 

The lady, however, had accidentally feen 
this flave with her hufband, and remarked, 
that from the time the flaye had Ipoken to 
him he was uncommonly thoughtful, mo- 
rofe^ and agitated. 

1 3 This 



. Digitized by 



Google 



134 Z E L U C O. 

This led her to fufpea: that her hufband 
was informed of the appointment, which 
fhe herfelf had already begun to repent of, 
and to hefitate about keeping. 

After maturely weighing every circum-- 
Hance, Ihe determined to reveal to her huf- 
band what (he thought he knew already. 

She approached him therefore with an 
lair of fincerity and contrition, faying, Ihe 
was about to acquaint him with fomething 
which lay like a load upon her mind ; that 
{ha^ had without -fcruple indulged an ac-^ 
quaintance with Signor Zeluco on account 
of the friendflxip he exprefTed for her huf- 
band, and his polite and obliging behaviour 
to herfelf ; but that of late ftie had been 
furprifed at a change in his manner of ad-^ 
drefRng her, which had terminated in a de- 
claration of love ; that (he had been re-^ 
ftrained from mentioning this to him foon-- 
«r, being unwilling to give him uneafinefs, 
and in hopes that from the manner in which 
^e had received his declaration, he would 
iiot venture to renew it: but finding he 
perfifted in his criminal afliduities, and had 

even 
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even gone the length of prppofing that (he 
Ihould meet him privately and unknown to 
her hu{band, (he thought herfelf bound in 
duty to conceal this behaviour of Zeliicp's 
no longer ; but to inform her hufband of 
the whole. 

Here (he made a full ftop; — and the 
hufband perceiving that fhe meant to add 
nothing further, faid,— ^'* Have you then 
informed me of the whole ?*' 

She took heaven and earth to witnefs 
that ihe had. 

" I did not hear you mention that you 
had promifed to meet him/' faid the huf- 
band.. 

The lady having recovered from a flxort 
embarraflment which this obfervation oci- 
cafioned, replied, that fee had been fo 
much fliocked with the propofal, and in 
fuch confufion, that fhe could not now re- 
coiled every word of what (he had faid 5 
but that (he had immediately left him; 
^* and whatever," added (he, *' has fallen 
from me, which he may conftrue into a 
promife, I am confcious that I never (hould 
I 4 have 
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have gone near the place : of the truth of 
this, the infqrmfitipa I have juft given you 
is a fufficient proof; and if I have erred iq 
concealing this matter fo long, my error 
proceeded from a defire of preventing mif- 
chievous coijfequences, and put qf tender- 
nefs to you. ^ 

The eloquence and fair pretences of the 
wife at length lulled the fufpicions, and 
foothed the rage of her fpoufe with refped 
to herfelf ; hut his rancour againft Zeluco 
remained in full force ; and he threw out 
fome threats of determined revenge. Th? 
wife was alarmed at this; for, although 
flie was now refolved never to renew the 
intrigue, yet being confcious that flie waf 
in fome degree to blame herfelf, fhe would 
willingly have prevented any mifchief from 
befalling Zeluco ; with this view (he begged 
of her hulband to overlook and defpife the 
vain attempt which had been made, and 
leave the njan to be puniflied hy the morti- 
fication tofdifappointment, and the thoughts 
of the ridiculous light in which he muft he 
confcipus that he flood in the fight of both. 

.The 
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The hufband feemed to acquiefce in hia 
wife's reafoning, but was. determined toik- 
tisfy his revenge, a plan for which had al- 
ready occurred to him. 

Having perfuaded his wife to go to bed 
earlier than ufual, he drelTed himfelf in her 
iclothes, and throwing a white mantle over 
his head and flioulders, he flipt fecretly out 
of his houfe^ and with vindidive impa- 
tience walked to the place of rendezvous, 
where Zeluco had beea waiting ever fincc 
the appointed moment. 

With reviving joy, and by the glimmer- 
ing light of the ftars, he perceived a perfon 
in female attire approaching; and never 
doubting but it was the object of his wi(hes, 
he fprung forward with bounding velocity 
to meet her embrace ; but at that inftant 
his boiling blood was frozen on hearing 
the following words pronounced in an un* 
natural voice,—** The fpirit of thy wife, 
ihe who fell a vidim to thy perfidious cru- 
elty, fends thee this." On which the Por- 
tuguefe plunged his ftiletto into the breaft 
of Zeluco^ who immediately fell to the 
12 ground. 



^. 
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group^. Th? blow was given with good- 
will die weapon ruihed to the hilt, and 
the hufbandi convinced he had killed him^ 
returned quietly to his own houfe, without 
his wife or any of the family having fuf- 
pelted that he had gone abroad. 
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CHAP- XVIL 
I'he Rei0ard of Inbumaniiy. 

7 E LUGO lay for fonie time oa the 
gr6undi before be could recolle£fc hi3 
terrified and fcattered fenfes, and when he 
had in fome degree recovered them, he 
was ftill unable to account for what had 
happened j fometimes he believed he had, 
in reality, feen the ghoft of his deceafed 
wife ; and every circumftance of his un- 
grateful and perfidious condud to her rufh- 
ing on his memory, at a moment when he 
thought himfelf on the point of entering 
into a ftate of retribution^ filled his mind 
with horrorj and drove him to the brink 
of inadnefs, from which perhaps he was 
faved by the quantity of blood he loft as he 
lay on the ground. 

After paffing feveral hours in a ftate of 
terror and remorfe, the day beginning to ' 
dawn, he felt himfelf, though in a very 

weak 
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weak condition, able to move ; and at 
length, by the aid of a tree, at whofe root 
he had fallen, he got upon his legs, and 
then attempted to njove towards his own 
houfe, but foon, through faintnefs, fonk 
again to the ground, where he lay a con-* 
fiderable time longer in anguifli, and dc- 
fpainng of relief. At length he fav^ fome 
of his own flaves going to their mwning 
labour. 

In a tone very different from that m 
which he' had been accuftomed to addrefs 
them, with whining humility he implored 
their fuccour, and begged they would have 
the goodnefs to carry him home. 

At the found of a human voice, expreffivc 
of diftrefs, the flaves fprung eagerly to give 
their affiftance ; but the inftant they per- 
ceived it was their m after, they flopped 
ihort with looks of abhorrence, as if it had 
not been a man but a wounded ferpent, 
which they faw writhing on the ground. 
Some turned afide, willing to be thought 
not to have obferved him ; others looked 
as if they enjoyed his agony ; none offered 

him 
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him affiftance ; and it is not probable lie 
/would ever have reached his own houfe 
alive, had not one of his managers joined 
th'em. By his authority^ he was at laft 
carried thither, and the beft medical and 
itirgical aid was immediately fent for. The 
wound, upon the.firft examination, ^as 
thought monaU and the univerial iatif- 
fa£tion that this occaHoned, as foon as it 
circulated among this detefted man's flaves» 
was very evident, in fpite of all their en- 
deavours to control their features and gef- 
tures. After languifhing many week8,liow- 
ever, the fymptoms at laft became favour- 
able. During all the time in which it was 
doubtful whether he was to dieortoUv^* 
the mind of the patient himfelf was hardly 
more cruelly agitated between fear and 
hope, than that of every flave, male and 
female^ that belonged to him. And wheia 
he was pronounced to be out of danger, 
fo fully was he loaded with their hatted, 
thit the news produced a fliock like that cf 
eledricity over his whole family, A num- 
ber of (laves who happened to be at work 

• 
ai 
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m the gardeiii under the windcnr of Zelu« 
co's bed^chaoiber, burfl; into a loud and 
UnGontro}]able howl of forrow when hia 
retof ery was firfl; anftoanced to them. 

The patient, alarmed Xt the foimd» aiked 
the phylician^ then fitting by his bed-fide$ 
whsat it meant. The phyfician^ who un* 
derftood it no more th^n Zeluco, went to 
inquire, and having difcovered the true 
fource of the outcry, returned to the pa- 
tient. 

** What IS the meaning of that howl ?*• 
faid Zeluco ; *' it feemed prompted by for- 



row/' 



** It proceeded from your flaves," an- 
fwered tfee phyfician 5 " they are inquiring 
after your health^** 

^' Well, what then?'* cried Zeluco. 

^* Wfiythen/' anfweredthe Dodor, •* I 
foppofe they muft have been told, by mi/^ 
tahf that you are worfe, and likely to die. 
I have frequently known flaves exprefe 
their grief in the iame manner, when they 
were in danger of lofing a good and hu-*- 
maive mailer/' 

The 
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'the irony of this reply was wormwood 
to 27eluco; he fell into a gloomy fit of 
muting, and made no farther inquiry ; nei- 
ther did he^ during his illnefa, or after his 
recovery, give any fatisfaftory account of 
the manner in which he had received the 
wound. Whatever his opinion might be» 
his fears wire diflipated ; and wheb hi was 
able to weigh circumftances, he abftained 
from fuggefting any fufpicion againft par- 
ticular perfons, or from making atiy invef- 
ligation of the fubje£t. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

Ye, who one bitter drop have drain'd 
From flav*ry's cup, with horror ftain'd ; 
Oh, let no fatal dregs be found. 
But dafh her chalice to the ground. 

Hel£n Maria WxlIiams^ 

T^OR a confidcrable time after Zeluco 
was out of danger from his wound, 
and even after he began to walk abroad, 
and refume the management of his affairs^ 
he appeared more penfive than formerly ; 
and although his thoughts feemed of a 
gloomy nature, yet he did not burft out 
into thofe violent fits of rage that had been 
cuftomary with him before that accident. 
But the impreffiop which it had mg(de on 
his mind gradually diminifhed, and the 
fentiments of dread and remorfci which 
in^uenced his conduct for a time, wearing 
quite awayt his former difpofitlons returned 
with hh bodily health. 

One 
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One day, as he was walking around his 
eftatCf with the phyfician already yien- 
tionedf who had called upon him on his 
return from vifiting a patient, Zeluco gave 
pretty ftrong- indications of a relapfe into 
his former cruelty. The phyfician, who 
was a man of fenfe and humanity, checked 
him, and exprefled fentiments of com- 
paflion for the deplorable condition of the 
poor Haves. 

" They are,'* faid Zeluco, " the mod 
vil lanous race alive/' 

** They certainly are the moft unfor- 
tunate,^' faid the phyfician. 

*^ Let them perform their taik as they 
ought,'* replied the other, " and they will 
not be unfortunate.'' 

•^ Why, it is not a flight misfortune,'' 
faid the Dodor, " to have fuch talks to 
perform." - 

# ^^ They are in a better fituation than 
when they were in their own country.'* 

«* That would be difficult to prove," faid 
the phyfician; ** but were it ccrtain,j^J 
fliould think it a bad reafon for treating 

Vol. I. K them 
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them ill bere^ merely becaufe they bad been 
very \\\ trtated tbere.^' 

^ Negro flavcs in general, all over the 
Weft Indies," faid 2ieluco, *• are in a better 
Condition than the common people in moft 
countries in Europe. I have heard this 
aflcrted a thoufand times.*' 

•* If it were fo/* faid the phyfician, " it 
^ould convey a dreadful idea of the con-^ 
dition of Europeans s but the thing is im« 
poffiblc, Signor.'' 

" How impoflible ?'' faid Zeluco. 

** Beiraufe, even ifflaves were in general 
fed and clothed as well as you are yourfelf^ 
yet while k is in the power of their matter 
to ifnpofe what ta{k he pleafes, and punifh 
their faults according to his humour, their 
condition muft be infinitely worfe than that 
of the tottager, whom nobody can abufe 
with impunity, and on whom the cheering 
fpirit of Fiberty fmiles as he reaps the frui% 
of his awn induftry.** 

•* You havb certainly,*' faid Zeluco, 
<> borrowed that fentiment from an £ng^ 
H{hman j fome of thofe tnthufiaftic fools 

who 
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^who are pleafed to bear the inrolcnce of 
mobs, atrd to facrifice many of the corive- 
niencics of life to the empty fhade of free- 
dom. Yet I have heard fome, even of tbeir 
Weft India proprietors, aflert, that the nc;^ 
groes of thofe iflands were (happier thaa\ 
the common labourer's in England;^ 

^* There is nothing too abfurd for (bme 
men to aflert,'' faid the phyfician, ** when 
they imagine their intereft is concerned, or 
when it tends to juftify their condu(fi* 
And were a law to be propofed now again ft 
the flave trade, or to render the condition 
of flaves more tolerable than it is at prefent, 
which is more likely to happen among the 
generous enthufiafts you mention than in 
any other country, it would perhaps be 
oppofed by thofe yery proprietor^; but 
would you impute fuch oppofition to ten- 
^ernefs ^o the flaves, anH a humane wiih 
to prevent their becoming as miferable as 
the commop labourers in England V 

** lam tpld, however," replied Zslqco, 

** that your Englifh in general are a moft 

Jugubrious race, and that there is much 
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melancholy and difcontent in their country 
with all their liberty." 

*• I am told,'* anfwered the phyfician^ 
** that there is .much froft and cold in their 
country with all their funfhine, yet it has 
not been as yet clearly proved that the 
fun is the caufe of either.** 

*VWell, but to return to the flaves/' faid 
ZelucD } " I do not perfedly underftand 
what is your drift. Are they not my pro- 
perty ? Have I not therefore a right to ob- 
lige them to labour for my profit ?** 

** With regard to the right which any 
man has to make a property of other mcDt 
and force them to labour as flaves folely fop 
his benefit, I fufped it would be difficult 
for the greateft cafuift that ever lived to 
make it out." 

« Why for* replied Zeluco; •< I am 
alTured that the flave trade is authorifed by 
the Bible. You are too found a Chrifiian^ 
my good Dodor, to controvert fuch au- 
thority.*' 

** Without confidering whether th#fc 

who furniflied you with that argument did 
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it with friendly or uafriendly intentions to 
the Bible^ Signofi and without touching 
any controvertible point in the Scriptures^ 
I will juft obferve, that charity, beneyolence^ 
and mercy to our fellow -creatures, are not 
only authorifed, but in the plaineft une^ 
quivt)cal terms repeatedly ordained, in thofe 
writings. Let therefore the proprietors of 
ilaves begin, by conforming their conduct 
to thofe injundlions, and then they may be 
allowed to quote Scripture authority in fup- 
port of fuch property, — BleJJedare the mer^ 
cifuU for they Jh all obtain mercy. — Wbatfo" 
ever ye would that men Jhould do to yoUy do ye 
fo to them.'^Come unto me^ all ye that la^ 
hour and are heavy laden^ and I ivill give 
you r^.— Thefeare the words of the Author 
of Chriftianity,- whofe whole life was a re- 
prefentation by adion of his own precepts. 
Let ^he prpprietors of eftates in America 
and the Weft India iflands confider how far 
their treatment of the pegroes is agreeabk 
to his dodlrine and condu£t ; and their time 
will be better employed than in perverting 
detached paflages of the Bible, and endea- 
vouring to prefs that which is proclaimed 
K 3 peace 
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pCMe on earthy and good**wiIl to med^ into 
the fcrvice of truclty and opprefEon.'* 

^^ After ail this fine fermonr feid Ze- 
hico, " you do not pretend to atfcrt^ that 
negroes are originally on a footing Mrith 
white people; you will allow, I hope, that 
they are an inferior race of men.*' 

** I will allow,'* replied the DoGor, 
" that their hair is Ihort and ours is long, 
that their nofes are flat and ours are raifed, 
and their fkin is black and ours white i 
yet after all thofe conceflions, I ftill have 
my doubts refpe£ting our right to make 
them flaves.'* 

'' Well, Dcaor," faidZeluco^ 'V if you 
are determined to difpute our right, you 
muft admit that we have the power; which 
is of much more importance^ 

** While I admit that, Sigaor, I moft 
fincerely wifli it were otherwife exercifed/' 

" How the devil would you have it ex- 
ercifed ?*' 

** We fliould, in my opinion, exercife it 
with more moderation and lenity than Tome 
of us do," faid the phyfician. 

Lenity,** 
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** Lettity/* cried Zeluco^ ** to a pared 
of rafcak, a gang of pilferiiyg dogs, dowa-- 
right tbievea ! why^ as often as tbey can, 
they fteal the rery proyifions intended for 
my own table !" 

^^ You cannot be much furprifed at that> 
iSighar, when they are pinched with hun<* 
gen" 

" You would have them pampered with 
delicacies forfooth, and never puniihed for 
any crime ?" 

** No, Sir, but I would certainly allow 
.them a fufficient quantity of whole£bme 
food ; and perceiving that all my neigh- 
bours are liable to commit faults, and being 
confcious of many failings in myfelf, I 
ihould not exped that poor iintumred flaves 
were to be exempted frdm them, nor would 
I be rekntlefs or unforgiving when tbey 
were difcovercd." 

'* Po, poh-T'that is not the way to deal 

with negroes ; nothing is to be made of 

them by lenity j they are. the lazieft dpgs 

in the world ; it is with the greateft dif- 
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ficulty fometimes that my manager can get 
them roufed to their morning work.'' 

'* Confider^ Signor, how natural it is 
after hard labour to wifh to prolong the 
intervals df reft.'* 

•' Reft !** cried Zeluco, angrily ; " they 
will have reft enough in their graves/' 

** Well, Signor," replied the phyfician, 
ihocked at this bruta} remark, *^ it would 
be fortunate for fome people that they could 
promife themfelves the fame/* 

'* But> Doaor,'* fald Zeluco, taking no 
notice of the laft obfervation, ^* can yon 
really imagine that fuch treatment as you 
feem to recommend, would render flaves 
of equal benefit to the proprietors of Weft 
India feftates ?*' 

<« Ay, Signor," replied the phyficiauf 
*^ that is coming diredly to the point, 
which a man of fenfe would wilh to in^ 
vcftigate, leaving all the foreign- mat- 
ter concerning religion and humanity^ 
which embarrafs the argument, out of the 
queftion.'^ 

« Well, 
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** Well, confideriog the bufinefa with a 
view to a man's intereft or profit only ; long 
obfervation on the condud of others^ with 
my own experience, which has been con« 
iiderable, convinces me that \he mailer 
who treats his flaves with humanity and 
well-diredled kindnefs, reaps more benefit 
from their labouri than he who behaves in 
a contrary manner. There are many in- 
ftances of ingratitude to be fure^ but it is 
not natural to the human heart: we natu* 
rally endear ourfelves to thofe to whom wc 
impart pleafure, and men in general ferve 
with more alacrity and perfeverance from 
love than fear. The inftant that the eye 
of the manager is turned from the Have 
who fcrves from fear alone, his eflForts re- 
lax ; but the induftry of him who fervcs 
from attachment* is continually prompted 
by the gratitude, and ihe regard for his 
mafter's intereft, which he carries in his 
breaft. 

•* Befides, Signer, how infinitely more 
pleafing is it to be confidered as the diftri- 
butor of happinefs, than the inflidor of 

pain ? 
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paifi ? What mao, • whd ha$ it in hxA power 
to be loTed as a benefa£tort would (booie 
to he deteiled as an execuudn^r/ aed fee 
fprrowa terror and abhorrence, in thf 
countenantts he d^ ily beholds ? . Come^ 
Signor/' eontinued the phyfician* ^' haviog, 
during the courfe of your iHnefs^ givea 
you many advices for which yott have 
paid me, pray accept of one 'from me 
gratis ; you will reap much fatisfadion frona 
it, and it may prevent your being expofed 
to new dangers, fimilar to that from which 
you have with fuch difficulty efcaped. — ^My 
kdvk^ is this : Alter entirely your condud 
towards your flaves ; kcfrn not thofe who 
demand juftice and^ mercy ; treat them with 
much more indulgence, and fometimes 
with kindnefs ; for certainly that mad is 
in a mod miferable as well as dangerous 
lituation, who lives among thofe who re- 
joice in his ficknefs, howl with defpair at 
his'recovery, and whofe only hope of tran- 
quillity lies in their own death or in his/* 

The phyfician having made this remon^ 

ftrance, took his leave. Zeluco remained 
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mtifing for a €on(idenble time after he was 
gone ;^ the refult of hit refiedions was a 
determination to behave with more indul-^ 
gence to his flavea, being alarmed by what 
was fuggeftedy and convinced" that fuch 
condu(ft in future was highly expedient for 
his own perfonal fecurity. Thofe refolutions 
were however very imperfedly kept. In^ 
deed, Zeluco had already given fo very bad 
an impreflion of his charader, that a much 
more thorough reformation mufl: have been 
continued a long time before it could an- 
fwer the purpofe of recovering the good 
opinion of the public. 

Perceiving, therefore^ that all intimaqr 
with him was rather avoided, he gave crrpi 
every attempt of cultivating new acquaint^^ 
; ance s and, as it frequently happens to 
thofe who have defervedly forfeited tha 
public elleem, he endeavoured to indem- 
nify himfelf for the lofs of chara£ter and 
the want of refpedable fociety, by an un^* 
bounded indulgence in fenfual pleafurei 
and tlie company of a few dependants ; to 
which he added, the contemplation of ^ac* 
- cjlmulatin^^ 
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cumulating wealth, which indeed was the 
only mental enjoyment he had, as well as 
the only caufe of his remaining out of £u« 
rope ; for, according to the cuftom of mo- 
ney-makers, he had fet his heart on a par- 
ticular fum, and was refolved not to quit the 
fuperintencence of his own affairs till he 
had acquired it, after which he propofed to 
pafs the reft of his life in uninterrupted ea- 
joyment. 

In this manner, therefore, Zeluco fpcnt 
a few more miferaWe years in the Weft 
Indies; miferable furely they muft have 
been, for what bodily gratiBcations, what 
accumulation of riches, could prevent that 
man from being wretched, whom no one 
approached that could avoid it, whom no 
one fer ved but through fear, and who was 
confcious of being the objed of the hatred 
and execration of all who knew him ? 

Satigued and jaded by a life of com- 
foftlefs voluptuoufnefs, and finding a fa- 
vourable opportunity of difpofing of an 
eftate he had purchafed to great advantage 
in the ifland of Hifpaniola, as well as a 

confi- 
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confiderable part of his eftate in Cuba^ he 
granted a leafe of the remainder, fettled 
his affairs, remitted his money to EuropCt 
and prepared to return to his native coun- 
try, in expectation that his wealth would 
procure him there that happinefs which 
he found it unable to produce in the Weft 
Indies. . But before he finally left this part 
of the world, he rcfolved to fettle an ac- 
county which, in his own vengeful hearti 
he thought he juftly owed to his neigh- 
bour, the Portuguefe merchant. 
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C H A P. XIX- 

. Perfidfi^ antf Revenge. 

TN giving aa account of Zeluco's adiren«» 
ture with the Portuguefe merchant, it 
was remarked, that he flipped out of his 
own houfe, and returned, unobferved by 
his wife, or any other .perfon^ Wiih like 
caution, h^iever after abftained from men- 
tioning what had happened. 

When it became publicly known that 
Zeluco had been (tabbed, the Portuguefe 
expreffed equal furprife, and rather more 
concern than other people, and was ex- 
ceedingly attentive in fending meflag^s of 
enquiry about his health. 

One of Zeluco's flaves having run away 
the fame evening on which his matter was 
fiabbed, it was generally believed that this 
ilave had done the deed ; Zeluco himfelf 
encouraged that report, and for obvious 
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reafons difcouraged all purfuit or fearch ^ 
for the fugitive. He had no doubt^ how- 
ever, that^ the real perpetrator of the fad 
was the Portuguefe j and ftrongly fufpeded 
that the wife was an accomplice. On his 
recovery, however, he thanked his Portu- 
guefe neighbour with the moft fatisfied air 
imaginable, for his obliging inquiries, and 
defcanted with every appearance of convic- 
tion on the treachery and ingratitude of 
the fugitive fiave >who had fo bafely at- 
tempted to murder him^ 

No man was ever mwe ready to forget a 
good office done to him than 2^Tua>i and 
none ever more tenaciouily remembered an 
injury : thefe c^jpofite turns of difpofition 
generally go together. 

While Zeluco carefully concealed his faP- 
picions within his own breaft, he deter- 
mined to ad as if thefe fufpicions amount- 
ed to certainty, and to be -fully reveng- 
ed of both the hufband and wife. He 
faw, however, that it behoved him to zSt 
virith great circumfpedion, and it was not 
eafy to form what he confidered as a fuit- 

ablc 
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able plan of revenge ; for whatever con* 
cern the Portuguefe had Teemed to take in 
the health of Zeluco, he did not carry hig 
diHimulation the length of renewing their 
intimacy; his wife likewife obferved the 
utmoll referve towards Zeluco, giving him 
no. opportunity of demanding an explana-» 
tion of what was part, or of renewing the 
intrigue. 

She had not proved with child during 
the firft two'years of her marriage, but in 
the courfe of that in which her adventure 
with Zcliico took place (he bore a fon. 
As the hufband had been uncommonly 
an:^ious to have children, his impatience 
on that head had made him almoft defpair 
of ever having any. His joy on the hap- 
py event was equal to his former uneafi- 
nefs, and his fpndnefs for his wife was re- 
doubled by his fatisfadion in being a fa- 
ther ; while the augmented attention which 
he paid her, joined to the natural affedion 
fhe felt for her child, operated a favour- 
able alteration in her charader, and con- 
firmed her virtuous refolutions. 

Zeluco 
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Zecula underftdBod, with redoubled wrath 
fitod m&lignity, that two people he mor- 
tally hated lired with mutual confidence 
and in the happiefi; union ; fometimes he 
had the mortification of hearing them 
quoted as a ftriking example of parental 
afFeftion and conjugal felicity. He at 
lerigth founded his fcheme of revenge oa 
a knowledge of thefe circumfiiances, and 
refolved to attack thdir happinefs in its 
fource. 

By a few prefents, and the interventioa 
of his valeti he gained the maid of the 
Portuguefe) and without exadly explaia- 
ing what his views were, he prevailed on 
her to be fubfcrvient to them. 

He was informed by the girlj that the 
nurfe fometimes carried the child to a fhady 
feat, at a fmall diftance from her matter's 
houfej Zeluco paffed that, way one day» 
when he knfcw of the Portuguefe and his 
lady being elfewhere; he expreffed the 
greateft joy at the fight of the child, took 
it in his arms, and fondled it with every 
appearaAce of the tendcreft affedtion ; he 
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ezvncRly and repeatedly begged of the 
nurfe to be exceedingly careful of the fwcct 
infant, prefented her with, a purfc of gold 
as a reward for her pad care, and promifed 
her another in due time, provided ftie per- 
fevered in her tendernefs ; he earnefily en- 
treated the woman not to mention what 
had paflfed to her mafter ; and taking his 
leave with feeming reiudance, entreated 
her to return to the fame place with the 
child, as often as (he (hquld know that her 
mailer was abfent, or engaged with com- 
pany. He had feveral interviews of the 
fame kind^ in the (ame.place, within the 
fpace of a month. 

Whatever .refle(9:ions occurred to the 
nurfe on thefe iecret vifits, and his extra- 
ordinary affedlion for the child, (he kept 
a prudent (ilence, and hoarded them care- 
fully up within her breaft, as a precious 
fund to be expended among her particular 
friends and goffips on future dccafions. 

Zeluco at length arranged matters fo 
that the lady 'and her maid approached the 
place while he was carefiing the child ; 

and 
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and as foon as he was fatisfied that they 
obferved him, he delivered the infant with 
precipitation into the nurfe's arms and re- 
tired. 

The lady, greatly furprifed at what (he 
had feen, queftioned the nurfe, who, with 
fome hefitation (as the maid was prefent), 
told her all that pafled, without fuppreff- 
ing a circumftance, except that of her 
having received the purfe. 

The lady was more and more at a lofs 
what conftru£tion to put on fo ftrange and 
unlooked-for an incident. — She alked the 
nurfe, ** Whether (he had ever mentioned 
this matter to her mafter ?*' 

*' No, never ; I do aflure your lady- 
fhip I never did," replied the nurfe with 
earneftnefs* 

" I do not know why you (hould nat/\ 
faid the miftrefs, with afFeded unconcern ; 
** as there feems fomething a little extra- 
ordinary in this man's taking fo ijiuch 
notice of the child, I think it would be 
proper that my hufband Ihould be informed 

^ofit/' ^ 
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" Lord, madam/' faid the maid, who 
was inftruftcd to prevent this, ** if the 
nurfe were to inform my mafter of all 
thofe who carefs and feem fond of the child, 
ihe could do nothing elfe ; — every mortal is 
ftruck with his beauty, and Signor Zeluco, 
in admiring and careffing him, does no 
more than others. To rhention him in 
particular to my mafter would feem ex- 
ceedingly odd." The miftrefs feeming ftill 
to balance whether it would not be her 
fafeft courfe to acquaint her hufband ; — the 
maid continued, '* I will refer it to the 
nurfe, if any body could ever look on the 
chiW without admiration." — The nurfe 
declared, that nobody ever could. — ** Otily 
look at him yourfelf, madam,** continued 
the maid ; ** obfcrve how like an angel he 
fmiles. Can you be uneafy, or think it 
extraordinary, that all the world fhould 
admire and wifh to carefs fuch a delightful 
creature ?" 

The mother, whofe eyes were fixed on 
the child during this harangue^ thought, 
as fhe gazed, that the incident which had 
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given Her utieafinefs was kfs extraordinary 
than flip had at firft imagined, and at length 
allowed herfelf to believe, that it was very 
natural for Zeluco, or any other perfon, to 
behave as he had done. 

Let thofe who are ready to accufe this 
poor woman of exceflive weaknefs, reuiem* 
ber that flie was a mother, and that the 
infant, though far from being handfome, 
was her firft born and only child. 

Yet as flie is reprefented as not deficient 
10 quicknefs of thought and clearnefs of 
vnderftanding, flie may be thought to have ' 
a^d inconfiftently with this character, in 
attempting to conceal from her hufl^and 
what be was fo likely to come to the know- 
ledge of, from the babbling propenfity na-- 
tural to nurfes and maids. If I am not 
miftaken, however, the fex in general are 
apt to flirink from prefent inconvenience8^ 
even when fenfible that by encountering 
them they would obviate the rifle of future 
misfortunes. The lady was certain, that 
the knowledge of Zeluco's fecret vifits to 
the child would throw her hufl^and into 
L 3 immediate 
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immediate ill-humour, and awakea very 
difagreeable reflexions in his mind. She 
flattered hcrfelf, that he might never hear 
a word of the matter, and /he could not 
bear to difturb the prefent calm to fecure 
hcrfelf from a future ftorm, which pof- 
fibly might never occur. In behaving as (he 
did "in this particular, fhe will be kept in 
counten^ince by many who adt on the fame 
principles in matters of far greater import- 
ance ; but (he feems to have been entirely 
forfaken by her natural fagacity, when fhe 
anxioufly enjoined the nurfe and her own 
maid to conceal what had happened from 
her hufband. For it required but a fupcr- 
ficial glance of their difpofitions to per- 
ceive, that this was giving them an ad- 
ditional incitement to reveal it. 

She was probably tempted to this incon- 
fiderate ftep, by the knowledge flie had, that 
Zeluco was fonn to return to Europe ; and 
C^e loft no time in perfuading her hufband 
to remove, with his family to his houfe in 
town, that Zeluco might not be tempted to 
feck another interview ; -and Ihe rcfolved 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Z E L U C O. 167 

to keep heifelf and the child fequeffered 
from any chance of meeting him before his 
departure from the ifland* 

.Zeluco being informed of thefe circmn- 
Aaoces by the maid^ who, on the pretence 
of fome neceffary arrangements, remained 
one day after the departure of her matter 
and miftrefs ; he> in profecution of his bafe 
fcheme> gave her a letter, which he de- 
fired her to place in fuch a fituation as to 
be obfervcd by the former^ and feem to 
have dropped from the latter. When the 
maid joined the family in town, fhe exe- 
cuted t^iefe orders with but too much dex- 
terity. While fhe flood behind her mif- 
trefs, who was writing, the hufband en- 
tered the room a little abruptly, and told 
his wife that fomebody wiflied to fpeak to 
her in the parlour. She immediately lock- 
ed up her papers into a fmall writing defk> 
and withdrew. — As fhe rofe, the maid 
took that opportunity of dropping the letter 
(he had received from Zeluco, beneath the 
feat her miftrefs was quitting, and imme- 
diately followed her out of the.room. The 
L 4 hufband 
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hufband picked up the letter vhicb was 
unfealed, rumpled^ addrefled to hi$ wife» 
and conceived in the following terms ; 

" It is impoffible for me, my dearefl; 
foul, to exprefs the happinefs I have en- 
joyed in feeing and careffing the fweet 
pledge of our mutual love; 1 (hall never 
forget your kind attention, in direfting 
the nurfe to the fpot where I had that de- 
licious enjoyment. I muft, however, ac-» 
quiefce in the prudence of your determina- 
tion; to perfuade your tyrant to move far 
fome time to bis boufi? in town, where m 
interview may be arranged with lefs dan* 
ger, and I (hall wait with as much pati^ 
ence as I am able for that happy mooient* * 
** P.S. I continue to difguife my 
•vvriting, and earneftly rccommen4 
to you the fame precaution." 
The aftoi[ii(hment and rage of the Por-t 
tuguefe on reading this may be ea(ier ima- 
gined than defcribed ; feizing his wife's 
writing-delk, which ftood upon a table* 
be carried it into his own apartment, and 
there read oyer and pvei[ the fatal fcroll 

which 
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xxrhich filled hifi heart with anguifli. Not* 
ivithftaoding the difguife of the writing he 
eafily diCUnguifhed it to be that of 2^Iuco, 

•"^which left him no doubt of his wife's 
infidelity* The firil violence of his wrath 
and iadigQation might have proved fatal to 
her, had it not been damped and counter^ 
aOied, in fome meafure, by the grief and 
deje&ion he felt, that the child he fo dearly 
loved, and had been fo proud of, might not 
be his owuj but the offspring of his de- 
tefted enemy. 

The impreffion of forrow, from whatever 
caufe it is derived^ mollifies the violence of 
rage, and the conflidt of thofe oppofite 
fentiments in the prefent inftance, repreffed 
a little the madnefs of the hufband's fury. 
However convinced he was of his wife's 
guiltt he could not be certain that the child 
was not his own : and all his rage againft 
the mother could not unloofe the bonds of 
afFedion which nature and the child's in* 
famine endearments had twined around his 

Hearing 
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Hearing the voice of the nilrfe and the 
maid in the pafiage, he called them into 
his apartment, and (hutting the door, he, 
with as much ferenity as he conld aflume^ 
queftioned the nurfe, whether any man 
was in the ufe of accofting her at a parti- 
cutar place which he named^ and of ca^ 
irefiing the child* 

The woman denied that any fuch thing 
had ever happened. 

'VBe fure, woman, that you fpeak truth,** 
faid the Portuguefe. 

•* I would not depart from the truth," 
faid the nurfe, ** for all the gold in 
Mexico." 

The Portuguefe repeated the queftion, 
and the nurfe gave the fame anfwer. 

*' Thou abominable wretch, ** cried he, 
*' I have certain information of the con- 
trary; and nothing but an avowal of 
the truth (hall fave thee from punifhment 
here, and a long expiation in purgatory 
hereafter P 

" I have told the truth,*! faid the wto- 
fiian, hefitating with confcious falfehood. 
lo The 
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The Portuguefe, with augmented rage 
and repeated threats, continued to queftioa 
her. 

She at length acknowledged, that Signor 
Zeluco had feveral times met her at the 
place he mentioned, and had fhcwed great 
fondnefs for the child. 

'* Wretch !'' cried the enraged Portu- 
guefe : ** Why did you deny this ?'' 
'The nurfe was filent. 

** Wljat harm did you imagine there 
was in that man's feeing and careffing the 
child?" 

*' No harm in the wide world," faid the 
nurfe, V for if there had been any harm I 
Ihould never have permitted it/' 

*' Wherefore then did you conceal it 
from me ? and wherefore did you fo folemu- . 
ly deny it juft now ?'* 

The confounded woman finding herfelf 
fo hard befet, and quite unable to extricate 
herfelf by prevarication, acknowledged, 
that fhe had concealed it from him at the 
requeft of her miftrefs. 

*' I fufpefted 
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•* I fufpedled as much,'* qried the huf- 
band. 

** But my miftrefs," interrupted the 
maid, *' defired her to conceal it for no 
other reafon but merely that your Honour 
might be faved the uneafmcfs of hearing 
that another man was in the pradice of 
carefEngy and fhewing fuch paternal affec- 
tion^ tp your child,*' 

The wrath of the Portuguefe, which 
had been for fome time glowing, was fo 
inftantaneoufly kindled by this fuggeftion^ 
that he ftruck the maid an unmanly blow 
on the face, fo that the blood gufiied from 
ber nofe and mouthy in which condition 
fee ran to her miftrefs, who was juft re- 
turned to her own apartment* 

The poor woman was exceedingly terri- 
fied at her hufband's violence, and her fear 
was not diminifhed when {he underflood 
the caufe of it. She was now fenfible of 
ber imprudence, in concealing from her 
bufband Zeluco's treacherous vifits to her 
child, and in depending o^ the difcretion 

.3 or 
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or fidelity of fervants. Sk? knew nothing 
however of the letter, and imagined th^^t 
her hufband's ill-^humour proceeded folely 
from his hearing of Zeluco's behaviour* 
She thought her beft courfe was to explain 
the whole to him without farther delay. 

She fiew into his apartment, alTured 
him that the information which difpleafed 
bim had given ftill more vexation to her^ 
and that when the nurfe acquainted her 
with it, her own fir ft impulfe had been to 
mention it diredly to him ; that fhe fm- 
cerely repented her not having done fo, 
for Ihe was now convinced that a virtuous 
woman (hould have no fecrets concealed 
from her hufband. 

The Portuguefe, who had liflened hither- 
to with a ftern countenance, burft into a 
. laughs which forcing its way through fea- 
tures diftorted with anger, and the thoughts 
of vengeance, chilled his wife with horror. 
She proceeded in a confufed manoet to 
aflure him, that however improper it was 
not to acquaint him with what the nurfe 

told 
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told him, (he had refrained for no other 
reafon than to fave hicn uneafinefs. 

V Your faithful confident and you ad- 
here I find to the fame ftory, and are both 
equally tender of giving me uneafinefs,*' 
faid the Portugiiefe, renewing his frightful 
laugh J " but be aflured, faithlefs woman, 
that you fliall not deceive me twice, and 
that your punifhment) if poflible, (hall equal 
your guilt*'* 

*' What guilt ? alas I I know no guilt,'* 
cried the trembling woman; ** I am in- 
nocent as the babe newly born/' 

** Before you have the effrontery to fpeak 
of innocence, you (hould learn to be more 
careful of your letters— i-look at this," cried 
he, holding the letter open before her eyes. 

" Holy Virgin !*' cried the aftonifhed 
woman, as fhe perufed the letter ; " I never 
faw this paper before,— it is a forgery of 
the villain s to deceive you, and ruin me/* 

** How came this forgery of the villain's 
to drop out of your pocket ?'* faid the huf- 
band. 

•* It 
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** It. affuredlj dropped not out of mj 
pocketf" replied fhe; *' for as I hope for 
mercy from Heaven I never faw the paper 
before." 

** No, never ; to be fiare,** faid the haf- 
bandy v^rith a ghaftly fneer ; ** You — ^yoa 
are innocent as the babe newly bom.'* 

** I am indeed/' exclaimed the wife; 
** and when you have patience and cooliaeis 
to examine the whole matter, you will find 
fo." 

** What examination is neceffary?" cried 
. he ; ^^ what confirmsition can be added to 
fuch a letter as this ?— this infallible evi- 
dence of your. fliame!" I 

** That letter is an evidence of nothing, 
but of the mean revenge of a diifappointed 
villain. I befeech you therefore/' added 
Ihe, laying hold of his arm ; *' I earneftly 
befeech you, for the fake of youi: child, 
for your——" " Think not," interrupted 
he, (baking off her hand, *' to deceive mc 
again ; — be gone to your chamber, and 
repent, for be ajQTured that I will have 

ample 
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ample revenge." So faying, he thruft her 
ruddy out of the room^ and (hut the door 
with violence. She was put to bed, and 
paffed the reft of the day and the whole 
night in aaxitty and terror* 
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CHAP. XX. 

XJnjuJi accufaiiom feldom c^eSl vs tnucb^ but 
from iomtjufiice in them. 

AS foon as he was alone, the hufband 
broke open her writing-defk; but af- 
ter a very ftrift fcrutiny he found nothing 
to juftify th^ infinuations of the letter, or 
in the fmalleft degree to confirm his fufpici- 
ons:— ** But what confirmation is needed,'* 
faid he, " of her criminal connexion with 
this man ?*— why (hould he wiffa to fee the 
^ child in a clandeftine manner? — ^why did 
ihe order the nurfe to conceal this from me? 
—And above all, this letter, in which he 
has in vain attempted to difguife his hand- 
writing, mufi have fallen from her pocket I 
*— O! her guilt is manifeft.** 

In refledions of this nature, and in form- 
ing plans of vengeance, the Portuguefe 
pafTed as Heeplefs a night as his lady. 

Vol. I. . M The 
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The following day (he was fo ill that fhe 
kept her bed ; the hulband went not once 
to inquire for her, nor did- he fend any 
meffage : he alfo kept his apahment, and 
was heard walking backwards and forwards 
i*ith a hurried pace the whole of that day. 
The next forenoon the phyfician who had 
formerly attended Zeluco called accident- 
ally, and was taken immediately to fee 
the lady, one of the fervants having in- 
formed him fhe was indifpofed* 

As fhe had the greateft confidence in the 
Doftor's good fenfc and prudence, and 
knew alfo that her hufband had a very high 
opinion of him, fhe informed him of the 
triie caufe of her illnefs j Zeluco 's vifits to 
the child j her own imprudence in ordering 
the nurfe to conceal them ; of his hearing 
of them, his jealoufy thereupon, and of the 
horrid anonymous letter. 

The firfl thing that ftruck the phyfician 
in her narrative was, that no motive was 
afTigned for the bafe fcheme the lady ii?L- 
puted to Zeluco : he hinted ^his to her. 

1-3 She 
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She faid, it muft 4)ave {>rocecded from 
the natural malice of the man's wicked 
heart; (he knew of no other motive. 

The phyfician obfervcd, that it was 
hardly credible that any man would form 
fuch a (hocking fcheme without fome more 
particular caufe- 

The lady perceiving the force of this re- 
mark, thought herfelf obliged to mention 
her firjft connexion with Zeluco ; although 
that was a fubjed on which (he never 
thought without pain. She could not help 
however giving as favourable a glofs to her 
ftory as poffible, by declaring, that Zeluco 
h^d formerly had the infolence to make 
love to her j that no woman was fafe from 
an infult of this nature ; yet, as it is gene- 
rally imagined that men feldom make fuch 
declarations but where they have reafon to 
hope they will be well received, (he had 
naturally wifhed to conceal this incident, 
though (he had heard his wicked- propofal 
with equal furprife and horror ; and had, 
in confequence of his perfevering, been 
obliged to acquaint her hufband j and, fi- 
M 2 ^ nally. 
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nally, flic now fufpeded that the pride of 
the man, hurt by her refiftance, fo different 
from what he was accuftomed to, had 
prompted him to this diabolical fcheme on 
purpofe to ruin her. 

It is evident that in this narrative the 
lady did not /adhere exactly to the truth, 
but thought proper to fink the circumftance 
of her having at firft agreed to meet Zeluco. 
If al) thofe forgive her for this part of her 
conduft, who, in relating fads in which 
themfelves are concerned, are apt to le)ave 
out what makes againfl them, and put in 
the mod coafpicuous point of view whatever 
is in their favour, it is to be prefumed, 
that the Portuguefe lady will not be cen- 
fured by a vaft number of our readers. 

The Phyfician, it is probable, made al- 
lowance for a bias fo Very general among 
men, and from which the fair fex them- 
felves are not entirely free. 

After inquiring very minutely into every, 
circumftance, his fufpicion fixed ftrongly 
on the maid as an agent of Zeluco's. On 
his hintirtg this to the lady, flie declared, 

that 
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that of all her family this girl was the laft 
£he could fufpedl j becaufe fhe had always 
difplayed the mod uqbounded attachment 
to herfelF, and often expreffed, particularly 
of late, an averfion to Zeluco. 

This did not weaken the Phyfician's fuf- 
picions. ** Poor girl/' continued the mif-. 
trefs, ** (he is of a delicate conftitution, and 
fubjed to hyfterical fits ; flic was much ter- 
rified by my hufl^and's treatment of herfelf, 
but ftill more on feeing me fo ill. I hap* 
pened to fay, that I feared it would kill me ; 
on which fhe was feized. with a violent 
trembling, and has kept her bed ever fince." 
'f The Phyfician afked, whether the lady 
J>ad ever intrufted thip maid, who feemed 
to be a great favourite, with any fecret 
which it would give her uneafmefs to have 
revealed. 

The lady anfwered, with fome Warnith, 
that flie had no fuch fecret ; that flie cared 
not if all the actions of her life were made 
public; that ftxe defiejd the power of malice; 
— and thus flie ran on with 4 zeal and flu- 
ency natural to people who are endeavouring 
M3 , to 
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to juftify themfelves, and are confcious of 
not being entirely innoceiit; ,fhe concluded ^ 
by afferting, that there was no part of her 
conduct flie wifhed hid from the world. 

The Phyfician having waited till, being 
out of breath, ftie ftopt, he then calmly ob- 
' ferved, that his queftion was not of fo ex- 
tenfive a nature as fhe feemed to imagine ; 
that he. was not fo impertinent as to inquire 
whether fhe had ever done what (he wifhed 
to conceal from the world, but only whether 
Jber maid was acquainted with any thing of 
that nature.^ 

** Certainly not," faid the lady; ** fince 
I am not myfelf confcious of any fuch fe-. 
cret, how is it pofTible that my maid could 
* be acquainted with it?*'—" I admire the 
acutenefs and logical precifion with which 
you reafon, Madam," faid the Dodor ; " but 
1 fhould be glad to know, whether this maid 
was in your fervice at the time you men- 
tion when S.ignor Zeluco paid his addrefTes 
to you." 

*' If flie' had, fhe could have* known 
nothing of that nature," faid fhe. " Cer- 
• ' tainly 
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Itainly pot," faid the Doaor; •' but I wifli 
to know the faft, Was £he or was (he not?" 
^^ She was not," anfwered the lady. *^ So 
much the better,'* refumed the Dodor. 
** I alk pardon, Madam, for being (o in* 
^quiraive ; but>I thought it of ioiportance 
to have this point cleared up bt^fore i vifit 
the maid, which I npw mean to do with a 
i?iew to difcover, if pofjible, by whofc 
means the letter was thrown iri your huf- 
band V way ; if that can be traced to the . 
perfon you fufpedl, your juftification fol- 
lows of courfe/* 

. So faying be left the lady, and was con- 
duced into the maid's chamber, and left 
lyith her alone. TKe maid imm.ediately 
» pquired how her miftrefs was? 

** Your miftrefs is very ill indeed,** re- 
plied the phyfician, looking at her with a 
penetrating eye ; ** fome monfter of wic- 
kednefs has been bribed to ruin that worthy 
woman : you know of the forged letter 
which was thrown in your mafter's way — 
do you not ?" 

M 4 «* I have 
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** I have heard of fuch a thing," faid the 
xnaidy changing colour. 

** Have you any notion who has been 
guilty of fuch a perfidious adion ¥* faid the 
pKyfician, dill fixing her. 

** Lord, Sir! how can I have any nO" 
tion ?" replied the oiaid. 

** Could you have believed," refumed 
the Dodor, ** that fuch a viper crawled 
upon the earth ?" 

** I could hardly have thought it, "' re* 
plied the maid, .with a languid voices 

^* Do you not think that the vengeance 
of Heaven will puifue the vile wretch ?" 
faid the phyfician. 

*^ Pel hapsyZ^^ will repent before fhe dies." 
faid the maid, trembling. 

*' SbeV^ repeated the phyficiau — *' how 
do you know (he is a woman ?" 

^^ Me ! — 1>—- 1 know nothing; — no, no- 
thing in the lead," faid the maid, in con* 
fufion ; ** only if fhe is a woman^ I hope 
fhe will repeiit before (he dies." 

** If (he is a woman/* cried the phyfi- 
cian, ** (he is a difgracc to her fex, and the 

vengeance 
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vengeance of Heaven will overtike her in 
this life, and hell awaits her in the next, 
unlefs fhe cpnfefles.her crime, and prevents 
the ruin of an innocent lady : — But how 
are you yourfelf ?. you feem very ill." 

*^ I am indeed not well," replied the 
maid. The phyfician, feeling her pulfe, 
cried with a voice of furprife, " Good God^ 
you are very ill indeed ;— let me fee your 
tongue. — Gracious Heaven ! what is this ! 
*— why, I had no idea of your being in this 
way." 

^' O, dear dodor," cried the maid, *' do 
not frighten me ; you do not imagine I am 
in danger of dying." 

** Danger!" faid thedodor; *' yes, af- 
furedly : yet, perhaps, — at leaft, I hope 
you ftill may recover ;• — that is, provided 
you— iti (hort I will do all I can for you ; 
—but if you have any fpiritual or worldly 
affairs to fettle, you had befl: fet about it 
direaiy.'' 

The Dodor having ordered her fomc 
medicines, went into the apartment of the 
Fortuguefe, whom he found alone and in a 

very 
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Tery gloomy mood. He expreffcd fatif* 
fa^iofH however, at feeing the phyficianj 
who immediately tald him that his ladjf 
bad infonjied him of what had ha^^pened. 
*' Her affurance muft equal her guilt/* 
cried the Portugiiefe, *' to enable her to 
mention it.'* He then poured out a torrent 
of abufe againft his wife. The phyficiaQ 
did not think proper to interrupt him ; 
but when he had done, he coolly alked 
what proofs he had of her guilt ? 

The Portuguefe enumerated the QirciWT(i*. 
fiances of Zeluco's behaviour towards the 
child, his wife's having inftruded the nurfe 
and maid to conceal it, and then ihewed 
him the letter. 

The phyfician, having heard him pa- 
tiently, endeavoured to make him fenfible 
that all thefe circumftances were not fuffi- 
cierit to juftify the inferences which he 

-drew againft a lady who had always be- • 
haved with afFedlion to himj and the great- 

':eft tendernefs to his child. " Befides,** 
addtd;he, *' thefe circumftances, inconclu-^ 
five as they are, lofe much of their weight, 

if 



Oigitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O* 187 

if they can all be accounted for on the 
Very probable fuppofitian of their being 
c6ntrivedby an enemy." 

^* The letter! — the letter!" — cried the 
Portuguefe: '' Well," faid the Do^pr, *' the 
letter is of a piece with the clahdeftine vi- 
fits ; it wis no difEx:ult matter to bribe 
* fome perfon to throw a letter in your way 
iti fuch a manner as that it would appear 
to have drorpt from your lady. Recoiled 
if there was any perfon in the room with 
her immediately before you obferved the 
letter/* 

** Nobody but her own confidential 
maid," faid the hulband. 
' *' And if an enemy had formed the 
fcheme of ruining you both in this manner, 
who would he think of feducing as an af^ 
fiilant fo likely as the domeflic who attended 
her perfon. — ^Confider alfo," continued the 
Dodor, " how very improbable it is that 
fhe would keep fuch a letter in her pocket." 

** If guilty people were always cautioust 
they would not be fo often detected as they 
are,'' faid the Portuguefe^ 

•* But 
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•* But is It not natural to think/* rc-» 
joined the Dodor, '* that the fame want of 
caution which made her wear a letter of 
this importance carelefsly in her pocket, 
would have appeared when you examined 
her papers ? Did you find among them any. 
other letters to the famepurpofe with this T' 

He anfwered, that he had not. 

•* This, therefore, is a fair prefumption/' 
faid the Do£tor, ** that there never was 
any ; that the letter you found was pur- 
pafdy thrown in your way by the diredion 
of fome perfon equally the enqmy of you 
and your lady.'* 
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CHAP. XXI. 

Comfortable Hints to married Men^ 

VI/'HILE they were cbaverfing, the 
Capuchin, who had attended Hanno 
in his dying moments, was introduced. 
This venerable pcrfon was fpiritual direc-* 
tor to all the Chriftlans white and black in 
the family. The Poriuguefe immediately 
ordered, as was his cuftom, feme cold 
vidiuals and a large flafk of wine to be fet 
before the Father, who had only time to 
drink a few glafles when a meflage came 
from the fick maid, who earneftly wifhed 
to fee him. He was rifing with reluClance 
from his repafl, when the Phyfician begged 
his delay for a moment; and taking the 
Portuguefe to a corner of the room, he, in 
a few words, explained his intention, which 
the other, on whom the Do(9tor's arguments 
had already made fome impreflion, having 
approved, they turned to the Father, who 
• . in 
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in this 'interval had finifhed his flafk of 
■wine. The Dodor then informed him, that 
a very unfortutiate affair had happened in 
which he might be of fervice ; that in fliort 
a difc^very had been made, that the lady of 
the houfe had been unfaithful to her huf- 
band, as was proved by a letter from her 
lover, which flie had dropt; that 1 plan 
wa6 already formed for punifliing her in 
an exemplary mtinner ; that in the meaa 
rime fhe was kept in confinement till en- 
deavours were made to difcover thofe who 
had aflifted in carrying on the correfpond- 
ence with her lover, as there was reason to 
think fhe had been afTifted by fome'perfon 
in the family* 

The Capuchin, who was a little Warmed 
with wine, and who valued himfelf greatly 
on his ejloquence, and on the happy talent 
he. thought he pofTefTed of confoling the 
afflided, could not allow fo fair an occafion 
of difplaying it to flip unimproved ; ad"< 
dreffing himfelf, therefore, to the Portu- 
guefe, he expreflfed his concern for the 
misfortune which had happened to him, 

obferving 
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c&fcrviog at the f^iae time, that however 
painful it might be, hjs cafe waS by no 
means uncommon ; for that a large propor- 
tion of hufbaads labour^ under the fiime 
<;alamiity. •* Not^*' continued he, '* that 
I mean to infinuate that any number being 
in the fame predicanaient renders yoij, my 
worthy friend, lefs a^ cuckold thm if you 
Vere the pnly one upon earth. I only 
tnention this circumiiance, becaufe, although 
oot much to the honour of human nature, 
yet there is reafon to think that mankind 
in general derive copfolation from the 
thoughts of others being in the fame dif- 
agreeable fituation with themfel ves. I there- 
fore afTure you, that even among my ac- 
quaintance there are many, fome of thea^ 
very refpe<3:able gentlemen, to whom the 
fame accident has happened that there h 
(o much reafon to think has befajlen you, 
notwithftanding which they live as eafy 
and comfortably as they did before ; this 
depends entirely on people's way of .think- 
ing. Things of this kind are undoubted- 
ly rather unplealant at firft ; but when we 

arc 
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arc accuftomed to them, they give little 
or no uneafmefs; for habit reconciles us 
to any thing.*' 

The Capuchin was a man of influence in 
the ifland; and thePortyguefe, who had been, 
although unjuftly, accufed of Judaifm, had 
more reafons than one for wiftiing to keep 
on good terms with him ; yet he could not 
help* betraying his impatience at the reve- 
rend Father's manner of coiftforting him, 
by a moft agonizing contortion of counte- 
nance at the laft obfervation, which the 
other obferving, he added, " I perceive. 
Sir, that you do not bear this difpenfation 
with the refignation you ought; I muft 
therefore defire that you will keep in your 
remembrance, that it has been undoubtedly 
permitted for fome wife purpofe ; it will 
therefore be as impious as unavailing for 
you to murmur, for what has happened 
admits of no remedy. Now that the thing 
is done, it cannot be undone, at lead t 
never yet heard of any method by which 
a man can be uncuckolded : this, my va* 
luable friend, is the peculiar cruelty of your 

cafe i 
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cafe; another perfon commits the crime, 
and ypu who are innocent fufFer the fhame* 
And what isilill more vexatious, although 
one wicked woman can place her huihand 
in this opprobrious ftate, all the virtuous 
women on earth cannot take him out of it. 
I beg you will farther obferve— *•*' Here 
the eloquent Father was interrupted in the 
middle of his harangue by another meffage 
from the maid; and was with fome diffi*' 
culty prevailed on by the Phyfician to go 
diredly, without waiting to finifh his dif- 
Gourfe. 

When he was gone the Phyfician re- 
marked to the Portuguefe, that in the pre- 
sent ftate of the maid's mind fhe would 
- probably confefs ifvery thing (he knew to 
the Father, and was impatient to fee him 
for that very purpofe ; that although the 
Capuchin was bound not to mention what 
was revealed to him in confeflion, yet there 
Would be no great difficulty in gathering 
from him, particularly in his prefent trim, 
the import of all the maid ftiould fay, 
' Vol. I, N ^ without 
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tvithout his intending to inform them of a 

•tittle. 

The Phyfician was right in his conjcfc- 
ture. The maid, terrified with the idea of 
immediate death, made a confefiion of her 
fins to the prieft, and particularly acknow- 
ledged that fhe had been prevailed on by 
Zeluco's valet, to throw under the chair of 
her rniftrefs a paper which he gave her, and 
which fhe now, to her great affliction, un- 
derflpod had produced the moft mifchievous 
confequences to her rniftrefs 5 but the im- 
port of which fhe did not fully underftand 
at the time ; oiherwife, fhe added, in alle- 
viation of her conduft, fhe would not have 
been acceflary to fo great a crime. 

The Priefl:,' although not the cleafefl- 
headed of his profeflion, had underfland- 
ixxg enough to tell her, that the bpfl repara^ 
.tion fhe could make was by a full avowal of 
this to her maftcr, and he refufcd to give 
her abfolution on any other conditions. On 
the maid's cbnfenting to this, the Father 
returned to the Portuguefe, whom he found 

in 
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iri hi* apartment with tfec DbdSof -j and ad- 
dieflittg hlmfelf td the former, he beggjed 
ttiM he would attdnd him to the maid^ who 
had fomething of the lafl importance to 
cvmdiunicate. 

They went accordingly, accompanied by 
the Phyfician. The ifiaid, Ivith a flood of 
tears, and the mcfR earned fdpplicdtions to 
her matter for hi^ forgivcnefs, made ai> 
avowal of what fhe had told the Prieft; 
confefBng at the fame time, that fixe hacf 
prevented her iniftfefs from infornimg hini 
of Zeluco's interviews with the child, v^hich 
was her intention the moment fhe was in* 
formed of them j and this the maid owned 
fhe had done at the defire of the fame valet 
who had given her the paper. 

The Portuguefe with difficulty reftrain- 
ed his indignation againfl the woman ; at 
length, however, he was prevailed on to 
fay he forgave her, and immediately de- 
fired to fee the nurfe. When fhe appeared, 
he afked in what manner his wife had ex- 
prefTed herfelf when firfl fhe was informed 
of Zeluco's behaviour to the child. The 
N 2 nurfe 
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nurfe naturally, and without hefitatioa, de- 
clared, that her tniftrefs had infifted on her 
hufband's being informed dijredlly, but was 
perfuaded from that meafure by the maid* 

After a few more queftipns^ being fully 
convinced of his wife's innocence, he re« 
paired along with the Prieft and the Phy- 
fician to the apartment in which flie was 
Qonfined ;^-apologized in the mofl: earneft 
manner for ihe ill-treatment (he had re* 
ceived 5 begged her forgivenefs for 4he fuf- 
picions he had harboured ; declared his 
perfect confidence in her virtue, which> he 
added, it (hould never again be in the 
power of villany or malice to (hake. 
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CHAP. XXII. 



-He 



Compounds for fins he was inclined to» 
By damning thofe he bad no mind to. 

Butler. 

'T^HE lady behaved with the utmoft 
propriety on theoccafion; throwing 
the whok blame on the villain who had 
wove fuch an artful *net of circumftanccs 
as might have caught thje belief of the leaft 
-fufjpkious of huibands, 

" Dearly fliall he pay for his villany," 
faid the Portuguefe. 

•* Leave him to the torments of Jiis own 
confcience/* rejoined his wife. 

** In cafe his confcieqce fhould not tor- 
ment him fufEciently,'* faid the Father, *' the 
deficiency will be amply made up to him 
before he gets out of purgatory." 

The Phyfician then drew the Fathqr out 

of the room, thinking the hufband and 

>vife would complete their reconciliatipn in 

N 3 ^ ^ the 
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the moft'fatisfadory manner by themfelves. 
He told them, however, as he retired, 
that he would have the pleafure of dining 
with them, and- then walked with the Prieft 
into the garden, where he remained till 
dinner was announced. 

His view in remaining was to endeavour 
to turn the Portuguefe from thoughts of 
revenge, which he fufpedted to be brooding 
xa his -breaft. 

Being left alone with him after they had 
dined, he obferved, that however ftrongly 
he was convinced of Zeluco's being the 
writer of the letter, yet as he had had the 
precaution to difguife his hand- writing, it 
wound be fruitlefs to found any legal pro- 
fecution upon that circumftance. 

•* I defpife all legal profecu:tion," cried 
the Portuguefe ; " but I will find' means 
of doing myfelf juftice without any fuch 
tedious and uncertain procefs/' The Phy- 
fician apprehending that he meant to chal- 
lenge him, rcprefented that as a moft ab- 
furd and uncertain method of repairing an 
injury; and^ the Portuguefe, who had no 

fuch 
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fuch plan in his head, liftened calmly to his 
argurrients, and at length feemed to be con- 
vinced by therr fotce, oil purpofe to de- 
ceive the Phyfician, and prevent his fuf-' 
|>€(fiing the real dcfign he had in view. 

In a fhort. time Zeluco was informed 
ifcat th^e bafe train he had laid for the ruin 
of the Portuguefe and his lady> withevery 
circumftance of his perfidious condudl, was 
difcovered by the hufband ; and although 
the particular caufe of their mifunderftahd- 
ing was not publicly known, yet he was 
told that It had been whifperied about, that 
he was hurrying out of the illand to avoid 
the refentment of the merchant. 

This rumour determined him to poftpone 
his voyage for fome time, that he might 
give his enemy an opportunity of calling 
him to^ the field if he chofe it ; or in cafe 
he did not, that the world might be con- 
vinced that Zeluco himfelf was not afraid 
16 give him that fpecies of fatijsfadion. 

It appears in the courfe of this narrative 

that Zeluco, however defeftive he was in 

other, virtues, poffefled a confiderable fhare 

N 4 of 
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of conftitutional intrepidity; in the early 
part of his life, from (heer vanity, he had 
oftener than once courted opportunities of 
diftinguiihing himfelf by a duel ; and 
through the whole of his life he fhewed, 
that whatever injuftice or wicked nefs he 
was tempted to commit, he had alfo* fuf-k 
ficient firmnefs to juftify, if he thought 
that meafure expedient ; or to fight any 
perfon who accufed him when he thought 
proper to deny it. Courage was indeed 
the fole virtue he admired in others, and 
the only one he poffefled himfelf. It has 
been often faid, that cowards only are 
cruel ; but although it is natural to think, 
and obfervation will juftify the opinion, 
that they arc more apt to be fo than' the 
intrepid ; yet there are but too many proofs 
that one ofthe moft refpedable and brilliant 
qualities which can s^dorn the charader of 
ipan, is fometipies united to the moft odious 
that can difgrace humanity, and that coij- 
rage is not incompatible with cruelty. . 

Of this Zeluco was a ftriking example ; 
and the fame perfon who with little regret 

had 
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had forfeited the good opinion of every 
virtuous mind, coi^ld not brook to have it 
thought that he feared the refentment of 
the man he was confcious of having injured^ 
or that he would make any apology to him^ 
rather than run the rifk of injuring him in \ 
a more violent mannen 

In the mean time the fufpicions of the 
Phyfician were i^ot intire^y removed by the 
diffimulation of the Portuguefe. Notwith- 
Handing the latter's declining to feek legal 
or honourable redrefs from Zeluco, the 
DodoF perceived fomething in his manner^ 
which gave him the impre0ion that the 
Portuguefe meditated a lefs juilifiable mea^ 
fure than either ; his benevolence inclined 
him to prevent what his fagacity and know* 
ledge of the man's character led him to 
fufped. His fufpicion wa» confirmed a 
very (hbrt time after by the merchant's 
wife, who, under pretente of being^ indif- 
pofed, fent him a very urgent meffage to 
come and fee her *— With perturbation of 
mind (he told him, That (he had reafon to 
^read that her hufband had formed a very 

criminal 
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criminal projeia of bcifig rtvcriged on •^*• 
luco, and watched an opportunity of put- 
ting it in execution. Sire Was prompted 
to this ftep by no regard for Zeluco, but 
from a horror at the intended deerf, aild 
from anxiety for her hufband ; — adding, 
that fhe was afraid of difplaying much 
cdnqern, partly becaufe fhe did not v^ilh 
that he fhould knpw.of her being fufpicious 
ef what he intended, and partly that the 
might not awakdn the jealous difpofidon; of 
her hufband ;— with tears in her eyes, there^ 
fore, flae entreatied the Doflwr to exert all 
his influence to .turn her hitfli^nd from fuch 
an unjuftifiable defign ; or if he failed, to 
ufe fuch means^ as his own prudence could 
fuggeft to render it ineflfedlual; 

The good Dodtor applauded her condudl, 
and feized the earlieft proper opportunity 
of renewing the fubjedl, which he had onte 
Before touched on to the Portuguefe ; add- 
ing. That he feared he ftill harboured vin- 
diOive intentions agaihft Zeluco ; repre- 
fenting the danger of fuch a fcheme; that 
however cautioufly it might be executed; 

he 
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he would infallibly be confidered as the 
perpetrator* - " I know no other reafon ' 
which you can have for fufpefting that I 
harbour fuch intentions," faid the Pbrtu* 
guefe, ** but your thinking it impoflible, af- 
ter what you know of this man^a behaviour^ 
that it (hould be otherwife.** 

** You arc miftaken," replied the Phyfi- 
ciln; ** I think it cugbt to be other wife; 
and this is not my reafon for harbouring 
fufpicions/* 

•* I do not tell you," fald the Portuguefe, 
•♦ that your fnfpicions are well or ill found- 
ed ;• but could you be furprifed if it were 
as you fufped ?'* 

** Nor fhall I be furprifed/' rejoined. the 
Dodor, ** if you are conviaed and. executed 
for gratifying your revenge in fuch an un- 
juftitiable manner. Come, come, Sir," added 
he, ** allow yourfelf to be guided by reafon, 
and not impelled by paffion in this matter : 
confider what a dreadful fituation your 
wife and child will be in, fhould any 
tnisfortune befall you in confequence of 
fuch an attempt. The wifeft plan you can 

follow, 
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follow, fince this man is on the point of 
leaving the ifland, is to let him go in 
{afety, and it is probable you will never 
fee him more." — Here the Portuguefe 
{hook. his head. — '^ Then, Sir," refumed 
the Dodor, ** your next beft meafure is 
to challenge him honourably/* — ** What 
right has a man Who has a<^ed fo perfi- 
dioufly to dxpe£t that be is to be (o dealt 
.with ?'' faid the Portuguefe. " None," re- 
plied the Doctor ; " but were I in your 
place, I (hould be more folicitous about 
what was reputable for royfelf, than about 
what my enemy had a right to expeift, I 
only hinted this as being of two evils the 
leaft ; and the beft argument that can be 
made ufe of to one who defpifes the Chriftiai> 
religion." 

** I do not underftand you ! what do you 
mean?' faid the Portuguefe. •* Why that 
. yoii are in that predicament," anf^ered the 
Phjfician. 

' ^' Who! I defpife the Chriftian religion r' 
cried the Portuguefe, in terror and amaze* 
^mcnt. * 

** You 
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** You feem at leaft to defpife one bf its , 
moft important precepts," faid the Phyfii- 
cian^ " from which it may naturally be 
concluded, that you have no great refpeft 
for the reft/' 

*• 1 do not comprehend what you mean,*^ 
- rejoined the Portuguefc. 

" Yet I have expreffed my meaning very 
plainly,** faid the Phyfician ; " I really do 
not think you can with propriety be called 
aChriftian." 

** Jefus Maria T' exclaimed .the PortUr 
guefe, *' you fill me with horror ! Why^ 
Sir, I take the Holy Trinity, the Blefled 
Virgin, with St. Jofeph her hufband, St. 
James, and all the hoft of heaven to wit- 
nefs, that I attend mafs regularly, and have 
always from my inrancy believed in every 
article of faith which our holy Mother 
Church requires; and I am ready to believe 
twice. as much whenever fhe is pleafed to 
exa£t it ; if this is not being a Chriftidn, I 
ihould be glad to know what is/' 

** Nay, my good friend," reCumed the 
Phyfician, '• it is a matter of indifference 

to 
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to me what you do or do not believe j I am 
not, I thank God, your or any man's fa- 
ther confcflbr : but if you underftood the 
fprit of the Chriftian religion half as 
well as you believe what the Qiurch ex- 
dSs, you will find that your attending 
mafs, and all your &ith into the bar- 
gain, will not make you a Chriftian, while 
you indulge fuch a violent fpirit of revenge." 

''As for that/' replied the Portuguefe, 
'* neither the Church nor the Chriftian re- 
ligion have any thing to do with ix^^ that 
is my. affair, and depends on my private 
feelings 5 and it is impoflible for me ever to 
forgive a villain who attempted to injure me/' 

** It is becaufe he attempted to injure 
you, that it is in your power as a man, 
and your duty as a Chriftian, to forgive 
him. Had he never injured you, nor even 
attempted it," continued the Dodor, ** it 
would indeed be impoflible for you to have 
the merit of forgiving him.** 

It will naturally be imagined, from the 
vindidive charader of this Portuguefe, that 
he was a hypocrite, and pretended to more 

faith 
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faith than he really had ; but this was not 
Ithe cafe;. It never had occurred to his 
mind that there could be any doubt of the 
truth of thofe tenets in which his father 
^nd mother had inftruded him> and which , 
he heard venerable-looking men in facred 
habits proclaim from all the pulpits of 
Xtifbon. He was decidedly of opinion, 
that none but monfters of wickedneft, who 
ought to be burnt in this world by way of 
preparing them for the next^ could harbour 
^py doubts on fuch important points ; he 
hd,d indeed occafu>nally heard it hinted, 
that fome of thofe dodrines were incom-^ 
prehenfible, and others contradidory ; but 
this did not convey to his judgment any 
reafon for doubting of their truth. He ne- 
ver omitted, therefore, any of the ceremo- 
nies prefcribed by the Church : he confefled 
his fins regularly^ performed penance faith-* 
fully, would not eat a morfel of meat on a 
• Friday on any confideration ; and with the - 
mojS; pun&ual perfeverance repeated daily 
his Patet Nofter, Ave Maria, and Credo, to 
4 the 
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the lad ^ad of his Rofary. A perfoA 
who thought that the whole of Chriftianity 
confided in thefe and other ceremonies, 
could not but be furprifed and fhocked to 
bear his claim to the name of a ChriftiaA 
difputed. As to that thirft for revenge on 
every real or imaginary injury, which he 
had indulged from his childhood, and fome 
other culpable propenfities to which he was 
addidted, he confidered all of thefe as ve- 
nial foibles, which were more than expi* 
aied by his obedience to Mother Church iii 
more eifential points ; and when his in* 
dulging in thofe culpable pradices to 
which he was by temper or conftitution 
prone came in queftion, he fhrugged his 
fhoulders, and faid, " WeU, IthanfcGod, 
they are neither herefynor fchifm.** 

The Phyfician, however, endeavoured to 
give him a different notion of thefe matters^ 
founding moft of his arguments on pa0ages 
ojF a fermon to be found in the gofpel of 
St. Matthew; for this happened to be a 
Fhyfician who fometimes read the Bible; 

• there 
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there are, it would appear, feme of that 
kind in America. The Portuguefe, at lirft; 
thought the paflages in queftion of a very 
fingular nature; and as they were plain 
and intelligible, and contained nothing 
myfterious, he could hardly believe that 
they were quite orthodox : befidesi he was 
a good deal furprifed that certain articles 
which he thought of great importance 
were not touched upon ; yet on being in- 
formed who the Perfon was who had preach- 
ed this fermon, he could not deny that it 
had a fair chance of being found Chrifti- 
anity. The Phyfician having brought 
him fo far, found little difficulty in per- 
fuading him that it was his duty as well as 
intereft to leave Zeluco to his own wicked 
heart, which carried its punifhment within 
itfelf ; hinting alfo the probability of his 
falling fooner or later within the grafp of 
the laws of fociety, which his paffions con^ 
tinually tempted him to violate. 

It was probably owing to the remon- 
ftrances of this extraordinary Phyficiaq 

Vol. !• O that 
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that Zeluco left the ifland in fafety, aqd 
the Portuguefe merchant was indebted to 
him for beiqg freed from the two moft tor- 
menting da^ctions that can poffefs the hu- 
man heart, Jealoufy and the fpirit of Re- 
venge. 
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CHAP.. XXIII. 

To whom can riches give repute and truft. 
Content and pleafure, but the good and juft ? 
Judges and fenat^s have been bought for gold j 
Efteeott aind love were" never to be fold. Pop£. 

\^HEN it was evident that the Portu- 
guefe had no intention of calling 
Zeluco to account for hh bafe behaviour, 
he publicly announced the time of his de- 
parture from the Havannah, and having 
freighted a veffel entirely for his own ufe, 
after a profperous voyage he arrived at 
Cadiz, where he was detained for fome 
time, but as foon a^s he had tranfadled his 
bufinefs he proceeded to Sicily. 

Soon after his atrival at Palermo, Ze- 
luco furniftied a houfe expenfively, and 
began to live in a moft magnificent ftyle ; 
inviting every perfon of diftinftion to his 
table, and entertaining in the moft fump- 
tuous manner. This way of living, with 
O a the 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 Z E L U C O. 

the idea univerfally entertained of his great 
riches, foon acquired him a numerous ac- 
quaintance and the warmeft profefHons of 
attachment* 

Zeluco, who had never known any mo-/ 
tive of adion but felf-intereft, Wis not 
deceived by.fuch profeflions; v^biut^^hile he 
plumed himfelf on ztcdtttit of 'h1.^*fiigferip]f^ 
penetration, he was the dupe of his' dWn 
maxims, which being drawn from the feel- 
ings 6f a corrupted heart, were often er- 
roneous. 

Infenfible himfelf to the ardour of friend- 
ship, he thought there was no fuch fenti- 
ment, and moft certainly never had a friend. 
What the world calls friendfhip, in his 
opinion was merely a cpmpaft of conveni- 
cncy or intereft between a clafs of people, 
in which it was tacitly agreed, that when, 
by the lofs of for tune, health, orotherwifc, 
any individual of the aflbciation became 
ufelefs to the reft, all farther connexion 
with that per fon terminated of courfe. 

Had Zeluco been fatisficd with thinking ^ 
this was often the cafe, he would have been 

in 
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in the right, but he was convinced it was 
always fo, and there he was wrong ; all 
declarations of attachment and friendfhipi 
therefore, he viewed as indired): attacks 
upon his purfe; the punctual attention paid 
to his invitations, he rightly confidered as 
nothing elfe than a proof of the excellency 
of his cook, and of the fuperior flavour of 
his wine. 

The favourable notion which he enter- 
tained of the fymmetry and beauty of his 
own perfon and face, inclined him however 
to believe, that the partiality which feveral 
of the ladies difplayed towards him was 
void of hypocrify, and proceeded froni lin- 
ctxt perfonal attachment. For Zeluco bad 
no fooner returned to Palermo than he be- 
.came an objed of great attention, and fome- 
times a fubjedt of controverfy among the 
ladies. 

The elegant turn of his perfon and the 
graces of his countenance were univerfally 
admired, and even his charader and difpo- 
fition were favourably thought of, from 
that common trick of the fancy which 
O 3 gives 



Digitizsd by 



Google 



214 Z ,E L U C O. 

gives the head and heart; as much feafe and 
virtue as the face has beauty. But he had ' 
hot remained long at Palermo till his real 
charader began to develope itfelf> and then 
the graces of his countenande were called 
in queftion, and his features, were faid to 
convey an idea of malevolence, or even 
atrocity: — this happened from another play 
of fancy which transfers the deformity of 
the mind into the face. ' 

Pleafed with the attention paid him by 
the men, and the favour of fome of the 
women, hepaffedhis time lefs difagreeably 
than he had done in the Weft Indies. But 
that degree of popularity which he had ob- 
tained at his arrival gradually diminiftied j 
his temper, naturally infolent and over- 
bearing, detached the moft refpedable of 
the men from his fociety ; and the intoler 
rable caprice of his difpofition, joined to a 
continual jealoufy of temper, rendered him 
at laft odious to the women. He therefore, 
, with great fatisfadion, embraced a propofal 
made by a Sicilian nobleman, more dittin- 
I guifhed 
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guifhed by rank than charader^ of accom- 
panying him to Naples. 

In that gay city he. immediately fet up 
a ftill more fplendid domeftic eftablifhment 
than he had at Palermo^ and as he played 
deep, and with apparent inattention^ he 
was confidered as a valuable acquifition by 
fome very fafhionable focieties. 
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C H A P., XXIV. 

The frail one's acfVocatc, the weak one^s friend. 

Pope. 

COON after his arrival, he was prcfented 
to Signora Sporza. This lady was the 
widow of a Neapolitan nobleman, one of 
the pooreft of a clafs of men in which 
few are rich. He had lived for two years 
after his marriage in a degree of magnifi- 
cence more fuitable to his rank than for- 
tune, and died very opportunely when he 
had nothing left to live upon. 

As, contrary to the advice of her friends, 
Ihe had* relinquifhed great part of the 
funds appropriated for the fecurity of her* 
own jointure, to relieve her hufband's dif- 
ficulties, {he had nothing to fupport her 
after his death, but the revenue arifing 
from the fmall part which remained, and 
a very moderate pcnfion granted to her by 

the court. 

She 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L 'U C O. tiy 

She lived however la a dcccnl, not to fay 
a genteel ftyle, which was the more fur- 
prifing, becaufe, although her hufband had 
Jeft no money to maintain her, yet he con- 
trived to leave a child by another vromaa 
for her to maintain. 

SignoraJSporza v^as not acquainted with 
this circumftance till feveral months after 
her hufband's death, when ffae was in- 
formed of it by the mother, who was then 
in a ftarving condition, and who, as the 
wretched woman herfelf expreffed it^ would 
not have applied to her for relief, had ihc 
not been driven by compalHon for her in- 
fant more than for herfelf. 

Thofe fame relations who had advifed 
Signora Sporza not to relinquifh any part 
of what was fecured by marriage articles 
to herfelfi for the fake of an extravagant 
huiband, exclaimed, againfl: the indecency 
and folly of her fupporting an adulterous 
baflard, and its wicked mother ; they ia-^ 
fifted upon it, that fhe, of all women, had 
the leaft call to take fuch a load upon her. 
All the anfwer which Signora Sporza made 
4 to 
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to thefe exclam^itioo^ and arguments, was 
defiring them to find cot fome other wo* 
man^ or man, if they pleafed, who would 
maintain the unhappy woman and her 
jchild, in which eVenf fhe was willing t6 
yield up her claim. " Till that is done," 
added (he, " however indecent it may 
feem, I n^uft be indulged in this folly/' 

She accordingly took both the moth6i: 
and child into her houfe, where^ contrary 
to the predidion of her relations, that the 
twofcrpcnts (he wa^ taking into her bofotd 
would certainly fttng her, they greatly con- 
tributed to her happjnefs ; for the wicked 
woman became a moft gi'ateful and fervice- 
able ddmefticy and Signora Sporza grew as 
fond of the child, who was a very fpi'ightly 
tycrf, as if he had beetf her own. 

This lady was 6f a chafader \^hich ren- 
dered her univcrfally agreeable ; fhe fup- 
potted the inconveniences of vqry narrow 
cispcutn^nc^s with fo much gaiety and 
gooid-humour, under flood tb^ ai't of ar- 
rattling her parriesf fo^judici6ufly, and ani- 
ibMed them with fuch pleafantry, that h^r 

aifemblies 
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afleinblies weie thought the moft agreeable 
thoug^h the leaft fplendid in Naples. As 
fhe was well received every where, and her 
houfe frequented by the mod fafhionablc 
company, Zeluco thought it worth his 
while to cultivate her acquaintance, and he 
was for fome tfme a pretty conftant attend- 
ant at her affen^blie?. One circumftancc, 
however, made him lefs fo than otherwife 
he would have been ; the play- in general 
was not fo deep as in many other afTembliest 
owing to Signoca Sporza's difcouraging it 
as much as ft^e.eafily could. .Independent 
of more permat^nt ill confequences, fhe 
declared an averfion to deep play on ac^ 
count of the immediate gloom with wliich 
it oveifpread every countena.nce engaged 
in it, to tbe entir^e deftrudion of all good;^ 
kumkour and pleafkntry. But Zdluco had 
a greater relifh for deep play than for either 
good-humour or pleafantry) and as he 
fometimes met at Signor* Sporza*^ with 
people of* the fame turn of mind, they 
.were apt to indulge their humour in ;fpite 
of her remonftra^ces, which indeedi how* 

ever 
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ever feriouily meanf^ were always jocularl/ 
made. 

Among the Britifb fubjeds at this time 
at Naples, there were two young Englifli- 
men, Mr. N and Mr. Steel, who lodged 

in the fame houfe, although, of very diflFer- 
cnt charaders. The Honourable Mr. 

N had already made the tour of 

Europe, and returned to his native country 
more free from narrow prejudices^ lefs in- 
feded with foreign fopperies, and more 
improved both in knowledge and in man- 
ner, than the generality of his country- 
men who have made the fame tour. After 
remaining a few years at home, he was 
feized with a complaint in his breaft threat- 
ening a confumption, for which he was ad- 
vifed to return to Italy, and rcfided for the 
moft part at Naples, where he intended to 
remain a year longer, although at this time 
he feemed to have in a great meafure 
regained his health. 

Mr. N had been well acquainted 

with Signora Sporza, during his firft re- 
fidejace at Naples, and was now on the 

moft 
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moft friendly footing with that lady.. Be- 
fides his companion Mr. Steel, he had io- 
troduci^d to her acquaintance another coun- 
tryman of his own— Mr. Squander. This 
/gentleman was diftinguifhed by fpending 
more money with lefs enjoyment than aoy 
Englifh traveller in Italy. Without ^ny 
knowledge of horfes, or any love for the 
animal, he kept a ftable^of Englifh horfes at 
Naples. His incitement to this was his 
having heard a certain peer who had a vio- 
lent paflion for the turf mentioned with 
-admiration for having eftablifhed a horfe- 
race in the EngKfh ftyle. Mr. Squander 
matched one of his horfes with one of his 
lordfliip's, and had the renown of loffng a 
greater fum than ever was loft at a horfe- 
race at Naples j what rendered this the 
more memorable though the lefs furprifing 
was, that he rode himfelf. He gave fre- 
quent entertainments, to which he invited 
his own countrymen only ; they generally 
ended in drunkennefs, noife,, and riot. 
He bought pidures, ftatues, and fealsf 
b^caufe they were highly praifed by the 

venders ; 
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TCfiders; and afterwards gave them away 
io prefents, becaufe they were defpifed by 
the reft of the world. Without any inch- 
itation for gaming, this young man was 
wadyon the flighteft invitation to join any 
jphrty at deep play, and had fometimes 
been drawn into that above mentioned at 
Signora Sporza's. As he was the only one 
of this party de^poid of (kill, and who 
played without attention, he generally loft 
the moft, and, fometimes was the only pcr- 
fon who loft at all. 

How Mr. Steel came to be conneded 

with Mr. N will appear hereafter, but 

as he and Squander had been prefented by 
him to Signora Sporza^ (he was particularly 
tmeafy to fee them throw away their 
money. She was uncommonly attentive 
to ftrangers, and rather partial to the 
Engliflij — by her frank and' enga^ng 
manners, (he gradually overcame their na- 
tural referve, and diffipated their timidity j 
and fome of that nation who, from' the time 
of their crofting the channd, had never 
diiied but with a club of their ownxountry-r 

meU} 
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meo, and had never gone twice to any 
other aflembly at Naples, were infeniibly 
prevailed upon to attend tbofe of Signofa 
Sporza, and at length they went with plea- 
fure inftead of reludiance. 

At her aflembly one evening, Signora 
Sporza perceived the fame party forming 
with which Mr. Squander had loft fo much 
money. *• Why do you not advife your 
countryman," faid Ihe, in a whifper to Mr. 

N , ** to avoid tbefe people, they will 

pillage him of all his money.'* 

'* Becaufe,*' replied Mr. N-— , " my 
countryman hates advice more than helovea 
money." 

** You Engliffimen,** refumed (he, ** per- 
^ haps confider advice as an encroachment on 
that liberty you are fo fond of." 

** Certainly," faid Mr. N , fmiling; 

** the Cherokees, and other refined na-r 
tions in America, thiok in the fame 



manner." 



if 



Will you not try then to keep him out 
of thofe people's bands f* faid ihe. 

"Ilhould 
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•* I fhould try in vain, faid Mr. N— — j 
" but if you pleafe to draw him ofF to a fafcr 
party, whatever he may wi(h, he is too 
awkward, and will be too much embar^ 
raifed^ when a lady fpeaks to him, to be 
able to excufe himfelf /' - 

•f Bafta!" cried fhe; and immediately ac- 
cofting Squander, *" wc.have need of you 
here Signor," faid ihe ; and {o (he engaged 
him for the evening with a party who 
played at a very fmall fiake« 

Signora Sporza thus ufing all her addrefs 
to prevent deep play at her aflemblies, and 
to fave the unwary from being preyed 
upon, the gamefters gradually paid her lefs 
attention, and at laft entirely forfook her 
houfe, for that of another lady with whom 
Signora Sporza was on ill terms, and who, 
out of mere fpite, eftablifbed an aflembly 
at hers own houfe on the evenings which 
Signora Sporza had fixed, upon. 

Zcluco, although he now poflefled far 
more wealth than he could enjoy, required 
the agitation of gaming to ward off the 
intolerable languor which is apt to invade 

unoc- 
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unoccupied minds, and alfo to preclude 
refledlion, or retrofped on paft conduifJ, 
which in him was always attended with 
felf-condempation. He therefore became a 
conftant attendant at the rival aflembly, and . 
a confiderable time had pafled fincehe had 
waited on Signora Sporza, when he obferved 
her one evening. at the opdra, accompanied 
by two ladies, neither of whom he had ever 
before fcen : the elder ~a genteel -looking 
woman, between forty and fifty years of 
age;— the other about twenty : he gazed on 
the latter, and' thought her by far the mofl: 
beautiful woman he had ever beheld ; the 
longer he looked he was the more confirmed 
in that opinion : he now regretted the cold- 
nefs fubfifting between him and Signora 
Sporza, and refolved to ufe all means for 
removing it, as the moft eafy way of being 
introduced to the lady whom he fo much 
admired,. Impatient as he was to addrefs 
Signora Sporza, he hefitated about doing it 
that night, left fhe fhould impute it to the 
real caufe. A glance from the young lady 
brought him at once to dccifion ; he could 
Vol, I. P 00 
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no longer command his impatience, but 
leaving Signora Sporza to put wliat con- 
firudion fhe pleafed on his behaviour, he 
fuddenly darted from his own box, and 
entered that in which fhe and the two 
ftrangers were. With eagernefs, and in the 
mod obfequious language, he apologized to 
the former for not having paid his duty to 
her of late, imputed it to indifpenfable bu- 
fmefs, and begged to be permitted that ho- 
nour the next morning, alleging he had 
fomething of importance to acquaint her 
with. Haying finifhed his apology, he 
bowed very refpedfully to the ftrangers, 
and then looked wilji fignifi<^an<:e at Signora 
Sporza,. who heard him with the referve of 
offended pride, taking no notice of his figni- 
fipant look, but after a grave bend of her 
head to hinn refumed her converfation with 
the ftrangers as if no other perfon had been 
in the box. In fpite of this very cool re- 
ception, Zelyico kept his place in the box, 
and bis eyes almoft conftantly rivetted on 
the young lady, till the opera was finifhed, 
and then attended them to their carriage ; 

kfter 
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after which he went home and ruminated 
all the reft of the night on the charms of 
the fair ftrangcr. 

He waited next morning on Signora 
Sporza, who had not been an inattentive 
fpedator of the imprefljon which her 
young friei^d's beauty had made on Ze- 
luco ; ftie allowed him with the moft cruel 
tranquillity to go through the ceremony of 
explaining iih pretended affair of import- 
aoce^ without interrupting him, or affift-- 
log hira in his way to the real bufinefs 
which fhe well knew was the objed of his 
vifit. 

She heard him without feetning to take 
any intereft in what he faid ; — the im- 
portant affair did not draw from her a (ingle 
obfcrvation; he was fo much difconcertcd 
by the coldnefs of her behaviour, that he 
was unable to introduce any difc^urCe 
regarding the ftraixgers. He wifhed to dd 
this in an indirei^ manner, as ^ thing ift 
which be took little concern, and waited 
for a favourable opportunity. 

P s ' •• Do 
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*' Do you know," faid Signora Sporza, 
interrupting the filcnce, " how n^any birda 
his majefty killed yefterday? I heard he 
went early a-ftiooting/' 

** A-propos^'" replied Zeluco ; " Pray, Sig- 
nora, who is that lady £ had the honour of 
feeing with you yefterday at the opera?'* 

" Very a-propos indeed," faid fhe; ** may 
I afk which lady you niean ; there were two 
in the box with me-laft night.'* 

•' Two !" cried Zeluco : ** O yes; \ now 
recoiled there were two; — but I, mean — I 
mean the ^/^(fr/' 

" She is a very near relation of mine,** 
replied flie, fuppreffing a fmile ; and the» 
turned the converfation to a different fub- 
jed, which, with the awkward manficr in 
which he had introduced his favourite topic, 
incYeafed his embarraffment. Yet before 
he took his leave, he recovered his prefence 
of mind fo far as to let a china fnuff-box 
he had taken oflF the, table, fall on the 
hearth, where it inftantly fhivered in pieces. 
After making becoming apologies, he took 

his, 
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his leave^ and the fame day fent a gold 
fnufF-box, enriched with diamonds, with 
a letter to Signora Sporza, intreating her 
to accept of the one as an atonement for 
having deftroyed the other. 
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CHAP- XXV. 

t>igna miniis mifero, non meliore viro. Ovid. 

COME few days after this, Zeluco again 
waited on Signora Sporza. She received 
him with more franknefs than at his laft 
viiit ; he imputed this to the benign influx 
ence of the fnuff-box : as foon as he was 
feated (he whifpeted her maid, who inftantly 
withdrew. 

They talked for a while on the common 
incidents of the place ; of a new finger that 
was cxpeded ; of a violent explofion vfhkh 
had happened the preceding night from 
Mount Vefuvius s of the queen's having 
feemed out of humour at the laft gala ; of 
a man who had fbU>ed his rival in the 
. flreet at mid-day, and then had taken re- 
fuge in a church ; of a religious proceffioa 
that was to take place next morning) and 
of a ball in the evening, 

J ZelqcQ 
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Zeluco eadeavoured to turn the conver- 
fation from thoie topics, fo as that it might 
feem to fall undefignedly on that which 
was the objefl: of his vifit, Signora Sporza 
obferving this faid, ** I will give you the 
hiftory of the ladies by and by, Signor; 
but I expedl two people immediately, to 
whom you have rendered a moft eflential 
fervice ; and you muft permit them to 
thank you in the firft place." 

He could not ppffiWy comprehend her 
meaning : but foon after the maid intro- 
duced a very handfome young woman^ 
plainly dreflfed, with a^ child in her arms, 
followed by a genteel- looking man, who 
feemed to be a tradefman, and a few years 
elder than the woman. 

Zeluco was greatly furprifed at their ap- 
pearance. 

*' This is your benefa^or, Camillo," 
faid Signora Sporza, addrefling herfelf to 
the man, " the generous perfon who ena- 
bled me to free you from prifon.'* 

** 1 am greatly indebted to you, Signor,** 

jfaid the man, in a mpft refpe£tful yet 

P 4 manly 
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manly- manner; ** and although I do not 
abfolutely defpair of being pne day enabled 
to repay what you have fo humanely ad- 
vanced to liberate me, yet I {hall never be 
free from the ftrong fenfe of obligation I 
feel towards you/' 

" Ah, Signer!" cried the woman, un- 
able to contain herfelf, " you do not know 
what a worthy and noble-hearted man you 
have relieved ; you do not know the extent 
of the bleffed deed you have done ; you 
Jiavepreferved my fweet infants from death ; 
you have ranfomed my beloved hufband 
from prifon, and you have faved my poor 
brain from madnefs. O, Signor ! had you 
but feen Here the tears obfcured her 

fight.; the recolUdion of her hufband's 
c5nditicn wKen in prifon, with the keen 
fenfations of gratitude, fuppreffed her voice; 
— flie was ready to faint j^ — her hufband 
fnatchcd the child from her ahns, and the 
poor woman funk down on a chair, which 
SignoraSporza fuddenly placed to receive her. 

Camillo, with his child in one arm, 
fupported his wife with the* other ; while 

Signora 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. a33 

Signora Sporza chafed her temples with 
aromatic fpirits.— *' Margherita will bewell 
immediately, Camillo,*' faid Signora Sporza J 
" fee, ihe recovers already.** — " Thank 
Heaven,'* cried Camillo with fervour ; then 
begged leave to condudt his wife home. 
Signora Sporza attended her with Camillo 
and the child . into another room, ordered 
them fome refrefliment, and defired thejr 
might not leave the houfe till (he came 
back. 

All this was as great a myftery to Ze- 
luco as it is to the reader,—" If I had fuf- 
peded," faid Signora Sporza to him, as (he 
returned to the room in which he had re- 
mained, ** that this poor woman would 
have been fo much afFeded, I fhould have 
fpared you the fcene, which I will now en- 
deavour to explain : — I have known this 
young woman from her childhood ; (he was 
always the moft cheerful fweet- tempered 
creature I ever knew. 'By my recom- 
mendation, on the death of her mother, 
fhe was taken into the fervice of the Mar- 

chefa de B j and in a (hort time (he 

became 
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btoame her favourite maid. The Mar* 
cheia is liberaU and the girl was as happy 
aa a maid could be whofe miflrefs has the 
misfortune of being put out' of humour 
eiirery day aa foon as fhe rifes : the caufe of 
]^r iU*h'unK>ur was without remedy, and 
grew daily more inveterate ; it proceeded 
from her obferving more grey hairs on her 
head, and more wrinkles in her face every 
morning th^n fhe had feen the day before j 
but although her peevifhnefs was diurnaU 
it did n.ot laft long.at a time, for Marghe- 
rita powdered her hair with wonderful 
expedition ; aqd as foon as her face was 
yarniflied, and her toilet finifhed, fhe 
contemplated Jierfelf in the mirror with 
complacency, recovered her cheerful nefs, 
and Margherita was happy for the refl 
pf the day. Meanwhile, the man who 
has juft left «s fell in love with her, and 
^e fell in love with him ; and from that 
jpoment the girls mind was morje occupied 
wit,h her lover than her miflrefs; whofe 
head, after this incident, was neither fo 
^xj>editiQufly nor fo neatly dreffed as for- 

merly* 
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merly. When the Marcheik found out the 
CBufe of this aheration, (he was very .much 
out of humour indeed, and told Marghe** 
rita, that flic muft cither give up all com- 
munication with the lover or with her 5-r 
** fo you will confider the difference between 
me and him," continued (he, ** and then de* 
cide/' Margherita accordingly did confider 
the difference j and decided in favour of the 
inan.— After leaving theMarchefa fliepaffed 
more of her lime than ever with her lover; 
and their mutual love increafed to a very 
alarming heightf Neither of them however 
ever thought of any other remedy than 
marriage,; and notwithftanding the numbers 
who have found it a radical cure foi love, 
to this couple it has hitherto proved inef-^ 
fedual { in the opinion of the poor people 
themiielves, the difeafe rather gains ground^ 
although they have now been married twa 
complete years, and have two cl^ildreA, 

** The huiband, who was at firft em* 
ployed in the coarfe preparatory work for 
fculptors, has himfelf become a tolerable ar« 
tifl \ he redoubled hi« induftry as his family 

increafed, 
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increafed) and faved a little money. — Mar- 
ghcrita on her part cheered him under his 
labour, by the moft adlive attention to family, 
oeconomy, by everlafting good-hunaour, and 
undiminifhed aff'edion. The bloom and 
growing vigour of their children was a 
fpurce of joyful foreboding to both. — It was 
delightful to contetnplate the happinefs of 
this? little family. 1 often called on Marghe- 
rita, purely to enjoy tha^t happinefs; health, 
content, and mutual love refided under their 
humble roof : obtaining with difficulty the 
fuperfluities, or even neceflaries of life, they 
tailed pleafure with a relifh unknown to 
thofe who have the overflowing cup of en- 
joyment conftantly prefled to their lips. The 
gloom of their poverty wasciieered by fome 
of the brighteft ftars of pleafure, and by the 
hope of permanent fun-fhine. But all this 
fair and ferene profpe<9: was fuddenly ob- 
fcured by a terrible ftorm. The imprudent 
hufband, impatient to become rapidly rich^ 
was perfuaded to colleft all the little tnoney 
which he had faved, to. accept of a larger 
fum on credit, and to rifk the whole in a 
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commercial adventure: — 'the whole was 
loft ; — and the obdurate creditor immediately 
icizedon all the furniture and effedsof this 
little family, and threw Camillo into jail. — 
.Margherita, half-diftradtedf came and told 
me her ftory. It happened by a fuper- 
abundance of ill luck that I was very low 
in cafli myfelf, and h^d overdrawn my credit 
with my banker ; I gave her what I had, 
but it was not fufficient to procure her huf- 
band's liberty, which happened to be what 
poor Margherita was moft folicitous about-. 
I begged of her to pall on me the following 
morning, determining then to go in fearch 
of the neceflary fum ; but before I fet out, 
the fnuff-box, of which you defired my ac- 
ceptance, arriHf^': inftead of going to bor- 
row money, Signor, which, if you ever had 
the experience of it, you muft know to be 
the moft difagreeable thing on earthy I went 
and fold the fnufl^-box, and in my opinion 
to very great advantage; for the fum I re- 
ceived has not only freed the poor fellow 
from prifon and redeemed his efFeds, but 
alfo makes him a little richer than he was 
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before his unforttraatc attempt in com- 
merce. I informed the joyful coaple that I 
had received the money from you, which in 
cfFed I did; they l:now no more of the 
mratterv and now that you have heard the 
whole, and have fcen the family whom your 
bounty has faved, I am conTinced you will 
approve of what has been done/* 

Zeluco exprefied great admiration of the 
benevolence of Signora Sporza, but infifted 
on redeeming the fnufF-box, and^ rcftoring 
it to her. This (he abfolutely refufed, faying, 
' That the circumftances which ftie had re- 
lated formed the only confidcjation^ which 
could have prevailed on her to accept of a 
prefent of that value ; but (he was willing 
to rfeceivefrom him a fnuff-box of the fame 
kind with that he had fo fortunately broken, 
which (he would wear as a memorial of that 
happy event. Zeluco, finding her obfti- 
nate, was obliged to agree to this compro- 
mife of the matter. 

It was already obferved, that Zeluco was 
greatly furpxifed when Margherita was pre- 
fented to him : he hadj however, frequently 

feen 
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feen hex before ; and this was one reafoh of 
his being a little confounded at her appear^ 
ance at Stgnor Sporza's ; but on recoUedingt 
that although he knew her, yet ihe did not 
know him, he re-a0'umed his compofure. 

In going to church, Margherita ufually had 
pafled the windows of Zeluco's apartment, 
and he had often remarked her as (he went 
and returned to and froni n^afs. 

Being fomewhat captivated by hef face 
and perfon, he employed an agent to find 
out where ftie lived, and what fhe was ; ^ud 
afterwards commiffioned the fame pcrfoa to 
engaije her to meet a very honourable gen^ 
tlemafif who was greatly captivated with her 
beauty, at a houfe appropriated for a ren** 
dezvous of this nature. Margherita re- 
jeded the offers of the a^ent, baflBed the arts 
employed to feduce her, and. would have 
nothing to do with the very honourable 
gentleman* 

This unexpected refiilance increafed Ze^^ 
luco's ardour. His valet was acquainted 
with the man who had lent Camillo the 
money which the imprudent fellow had 

funk 
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funk in the ill-judged commerci^Ll advent 
ture* This man, who thought his money 
in little or no danger when he frrft advanced 
it, was now exceedingly uneafy, and had 
already begun to prefs Camillo for payment. 
The valet acquainted Zeluco with thofe 
circum (lances, who inftruded the valet to 
perfuade the creditor, that it was vain for 
him to expcdt that ever Camillo could pay 
the money ; and that as long as he was left ' 
at large, none of his friends would think of 
advancing it for him ; but that if he were 
thrown into prifon for the debt, fome of his 
or his wife's friends would then ciei^inly 
ftep forth for his relief. The man fcrupled 
to ufe fo violent an expedient ; but having 
mentioned it to his wife, by whom Marghe- 
rita was envied on account of her fuperior 
beauty, and hated on account of her unble- 
mi(hed charader, (he preffed her hufband 
to adopt this har(h expedient, as the only 
means of recovering his money. The cre- 
ditor, however, (till hefitated, till the valet 
a(rured him, under the obligation of an oath 
of fecrecy, that he knew a pet fon who would 
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advance a Aim fufficient to pay all Camillo's 
debtSr rather than allow him to remain long 
in prifon; and he became bound him&lf to 
do!this if Camillo was not releafed by the 
other within a month. 

Zeluco, who took care not to appeat in 
all this infamous tranfafkioq, imagined, 
that when -Margherita was once feparatcd 
from her hufband, and humbled by diftrefs^ 
fhe would then liften to the fecret propofals 
he intended to renew through his former 
. agent. 

The creditor having given orders to his 
attorney to proceed to extremities againft 
Camillo, went himfelf to the country, that 
he might avoid a fcene which his heart 
was qot hard enough to fupport. But his 
orders were executed very punctually on 
the very day in which Zeluco was fo much 
ftruck with the beauty of the young lady 
at the opera. She had engrofled his mind 
fo entirely, that from that moment he 
never once, thought of Margherita, till 
hefaw her introduced with her hufband at 

Vol. I. Q^ Sijgnora 
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Signora Sporza's, and found that the pre^ 
feat he had fent to that lady with a very 
^difFerent view, had been the means of 
relieving a family brought to the brink 
of ruin by his Infidious arts. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

On aime k devincr les autres> mais on h*aime pas 
i ctre devine. Rochefoucault. 

^HATEVER iliame or compunOion 
Zeluco felt on receiving praifes he 
fo little, deferved, for conferring benefits 
which he never intended, he certainly fup- 
ported the charader he had to a^ vritk 
great aflurance. 

After thecomjlromife already mentioned, 
Signora Sporza gave him the following ac- 
count of ihe ladies whofe hiftory he wais 
4b impatient to know. The elder, Ihe faid, . ' 
was her coufin-german, and widow of Co- 
lonel Seidlits, an officer lately deceafcd in 
the king of Pruffia's fervice. She wa» a ' 
Neapolitan by birth, who finding it difa- 
greeable after her hufband's death to re- 
main at Berlin, where ihe could not afixjrd 
to live in the fame ftyle fhe had formerly 
, 0^2 done, 
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done, had lately returned to her native 
country, with her daughter Laura; that 
flie inherited from her father a fmall eftate, 
in the Campagna Felice, and her inclina- 
tion for removing from Berlin to Naples 
had been ftrengthened by the hopes of 
making gbod a claim ihe had in right of an 
. uncle, which, although of no great value 
in ilfelf, was of great importance to her in 
her very circumfcribed circumftances ; and 
which, however juft, did not the lefs de- 
pend on the favour of the minifter. 

Zeluco expreffed much concern that two 
ladies of their merit fliould labour under 
difficulties; adding, that on account of their 
connedion with her, he fhould think him- 
felf very happy in having it in his power 
to be of fervice to them. 

Signora Sporza penetrated into the mo- 
tive of Zeluco's proffered fervices ; but flic 
alfo knew that he was on an intimate foot- 
ing with the minifter, and might be of ef- 
fential fervice to her coufin in the affair of 
her claim, the decifion of which had been 
hitherto protradled on the moft frivolous 
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pretexts in the mod litigious manner. It 
^ mud be confelTed, that, in the warmth of 
Signer^ Sporza's zeal to ferve her friends^ 
ihe was often regardlefs of the motive from 
which tbofe who ferved them a£ted : could 
flie have induced Zeluco to ferve Madame de 
Seidlits from pure and honourable motivesi 
no doubt (he would have preferred it ; but 
that not being in her power, flie thought 
the next beft was to fecure the fame effefl: 
whatever produced it. • After thanking Ze- 
luco therefore for his obliging offer, flie 
added, That if he would do hdr the pleafure 
of calling in the evening, ihe would prefent 
him to her two relations ;,apd that Madame 
de Seidlits would herfelf explain to him the 
grounds of her claim# 

Being introduced accordingly to the two 
ladies as a friend of Signora Sporza, he 
became intoxicated with the elegant fweet- 
nefs of Laura's manner, which he found 
equal to her beauty, and liftened with much 
feeming attention and apparent folicitude to 
the hiftory of her mother's fuit, expreffing 
CL3 great 
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great zeal to ferve her on that or anf othci^^ 
occafibn. 

' The nobleman with whom Zeluco csime 
to Naples had confiderable influence with 
the minifter : Zeluco himfelf had more ; 
both were employed in giving him a fa- 
vourable idea of Madame de Seidlits's cafe, 
or rather in infpiring him with a defire of 
promoting it, independent of the right on 
which it was founded. It is probable that 
Zeluco was thinking on fomething elfe 
during that part of Madame de Seidlits's 
narrative, for the foundation of her claim 
was what he was unable tp explain, but it 
was alfo what the minifter {hewed no anxi-r 
ety to underftand. Soon after, however, 
be publicly hinted, that having taken much 
pains to get a clear idea of Madame de Seid-? 
lits's claim, he was led to believe that the 
judges wouldr decide in her favour. As 
the minifter's prophecies of this kind 
were generally accompliftied, Madame de 
Seidlits was congratulated on this happy 
omeO) as if (he had already gained her 

caufe J 
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caufe ; and (he imputed this fair proTpeA to 
the interpoiition of Zeluco. 

From this time he had frequent oppor- 
tunities of feeing and converfing with 
Laura^ and he exhaufted all his power of 
infinuation to ingratiate himfelf into her 
good opinion^ but without fuccefs. This 
young lady had more penetration into cha- 
rader, and a far jjafter way of thinking 
than any of her fex with whom he had hi- 
therto'beei) acquainted j the fame arts which 
had rendered him agreeable to niany of , 
them, had a contrary effed on her : (he was 
not pleafed when Ihe obferved, that, as 
often as he found her alone, his converfa- 
tion was much interfperfed with compli- 
ments on her beauty. She had been fufE- 
cicntly accuftomed to fweeteners of tWs 
kind, hot to value them above their worth ; 
and fhe had remarked, that they proceeded 
as often from a contempt of the underfland* 
ing as from an admiration of the beauty of 
the perfon to whom they were addreffed. 
But whatever doubts Laura might have of 
Zeluco 's fincerity when he ^xprefled a high 
0^4 opinion 
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opinion of her merit, there was' fometfiitig 
in his air and manner which convinced her 
he had a very high opinion of his own. 
In this, however, Laura was in fome degree ' 
miftaken.; for notwithftanding the loftinefs 
of his manner, Zeluco*^ felf-conceit was con- 
fined to his external figure, to his addrefs, 
and his natural talents ; he was confcioiisof 
having negleded the opportunities of im- 
provement, and lamented the want of cer- 
tain accompHftiments which he with envy 
faw others poffefs ; for with whatever plau- 
fible varnifh he concealed his foibles or vices 
from the fight of others, he found it im- 
poffible to hide them from his own ; fo that 
when flattery poured the honey of adula- 
tion into his cup, the unconquerable power 
of confcience often turned it into gall, and 
rendered hrm unable to fwallow the nau- 
feous draught ; • yet by a fingular effeift of 
felfifh caprice, though fenfible, of his own 
failings and vices, he detefted all whom he 
fufped:ed of having fufficient penetration to 
fee into his real charader, and of har- 
bouring the fame fentiments with him- 
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felf. He could fupport the cdmpany of 
thofe only upon whofe underftandings he 
imagined he impofed» by giving them a 
much better idea of his charader than it 
deferved. This accounts for his conflant 
preference of ignorant fociety, and for the 
gloom and diflatisfadion which attended 
him as often as he was not engaged in fuch 
purfuits as kill thought and refledion« 
Yet this diflatisfied miferable man, on whofe 
mind repentance and remorfe were often 
obtruding themfelves, was; on account of 
his wealth and the* fplendid ftyle in which 
he lived, confidered by niany as remarkably 
fortunate and happy. 

We are never more apt to be miftaken 
than ill our eftimate of the happinefs of 
grandeur. The grove overlooking the pre- 
cipice has a fine efFedt at a diftance; we ad- 
mire the fublimity of its fituation, and the 
brightnefs of its' verdure when gilded by 
the rays of the fun ; we grudge no labour 
in fcrambling up to this feat of pleafure, 
which, when attained, we often find cold 
and comfortlefs, overgrown with moifs, 

pierced 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 Z E L U C O. 

pierced by the winds of every .quarter, and 
far lefs genial than the (helrered bank from 
whence we fet out. In like manner many 
mcft, who are viewed with admiration and 
envy at a diftance, become the objed of pity 
or contempt when nearly approached. Of . 
this we may be moil afiured, that all the 
decorations of rank and the fmiles of for- 
tune cannot prevent the intrufions of re- 
morfe and felf-condemnation upon a mind 
fenfible of having abufed talents, and ne- 
glcded' through life the opportunities of 
improvement; far lefs can they convey 
happinef^, or even tranquillity, to one con- 
fcious of perfidy, cruelty, arid ingratitude. 
But Laura did not at this time know that 
the peace of Zeluco*8 mind was difturbed 
by intruders of this nature; and the %'ain 
fatisfa£lion which he frequently enjoyed 
from the contemplation of his face and 
figure, flie imagined extended to his whole 
j^haraSer, and rendered him, in her opi- 
nion, by much too well fatisfied with him- 

Jelf. 

However' 
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However profufe of panegyric Zeluco 
was, as often as he happened to find Laura 
by herfelf, yet he always ftopt (hort» and 
abruptly changed the tenor of his difcourfe 
when her mother joined them# 

This did not efcape the obfervation of 
Xiaura ; and one day on his making this 
fudden tranfition as Madame de Seidlits en- 
tered the room, Lanra faid to him gravely^ 
^* There is no need, Signor, for you to 
fly from the fubje^ on which you have 
' dwelt fo long ! I do aflure you, the praifes 
of my beauty are to the full as agreeable 
to my mother, as they are to myfelf." 

At this unexpeded remark, Zeluco's 
countenance fuddenly difplayed ftrong 
marks of difpleafure, and even rage ; but 
recollecting himfclf, he inftantly fmoothed 
it over with the fmile of good-hupiour; 
aiod having bowed, and inquired after the 
health of Madame de Seidlits, he turned 
to Laura, laying, ** I fly not from the fub^ 
jed. Madam ; the praife of your good qua- 
lities is the moft delightful of all fubjedts 
tome; but a fudden thought (Iruck me 

imme*? 
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immediately, before your mother entered 
the room/* 

** A fudden thought feemed to ftrike you 
alfo after fhe entered," faid Laura,/' if one 
may judge from the alterations in your 
countenance/' 

** I know nothing qf my countenance,^ . 
faid Zeluco, with a carelefs airj ** but I 
have great fatisfa£lion at my heart in in- 
forming you, Madam," continued he» and 
turnings to Madame de Seidlits, " that your 
claim is admitted to his fulleft extent, of 
which you will have more formal notice 
this very day from the court/^ 

Madame de Seidlits expreffed a ftrong 
fenfe of obligation to Zeluco, imputing her 
fuccefs to his influence and exertions j he 
on his pa,rt affeded to place it wholly to 
the juftice of her caufe ; expreiEng afto- 
nifhrnent, however, at its having been de- 
layed fo very long, and with an oftentatious 
air of modefty difclaiming any kind of me^ 
xit from hii poor feeble efforts. 

When Zeluco withdrew, Madame de 
SeitWirs fpoke of him with all the partiality 
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of gratitude, Laura aflented with coolnefs 
and moderation ; fhe had obferved fome- 
thing in his looks and conduit which dif- 
pleafed her, and conveyed fome faint fuf- 
picion of his motives. Madame de Seidlits 
did not refine on Jooks or language; fhe 
founded her idea of Zeluco's general* cha- 
rafter on the. perfohal obligations fhe lay 
under to him. On occafions of this nature 
the mother is generally more prone to be 
fufpicious than the daughter ; in this parti- 
cular iritlance it was otherwife : Laura had 
as much fenfibiliry to the impreflions of 
gratitude as her mother ; but having doubts 
refpeding Zeluco*s difpofition and motives, 
(he would have been more pleafed if the 
favour had cotne from another handr 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

La pbjrfionomie n'eft pas nne regie qui nous foit 
donti^ pour juger des homines; elle nous peut 
tetvif de conjefture. La B&y ye&e. 

Tl^ADAMfi DE Seidlits felt great (atif- 
fa£tioQ ia the thoughts of her having 
at length obtained juftice ; and the go6d 
and friendly charader of Zeltico was the 
frequeqt theme of her panegyric. When 
£be VIM dwelling one day on this favourite 
topic, ^^ It is unfortunate,*' faid Laura, 
'^ that the expreffion of his countenance 
oorrefponds fo ill with the qualities of his 
heart/' 

•* I do not know what you mean, my 
dear/' faid the mother; " few men are 
fo handfome as Signor Zeluco/' 

" It is, I believe, generally thought fo," 
faid Laura ; *' but I confefs I am not of the 
getieral opinion/' 

** No! that a little furprifes mc/' 

. '' When 
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" When i fpcak of the expreffion of the 
countenance/' refumed Laura, ** I mean 
fomething diiFewnt from beauty or ugU^ 
nefs ; there are many men whom I think 
plainer than Signor Zeluco, whofe counter- 
nance haj nothing of that expreffion, which 
I think rather difagreeable in his." 

** Am I to underftand, child/' faid 
Madame de Seidlits, fmiling, " that a man 
may be too handfome to be agreeable to 
you ?" 

*« You would laugh at me if I faid fo," 
replied Laura } /' ye? if a man feems too 
fenfible of his being handfome, you muft 
admit that he is the lefs agreeable on that 



account/' 



** When a man happens to be hand- 
fome/' replied Madame dc Seidlits, ** peo- 
ple are ^pt to conclude, without any other 
reafon, that he is vain of his looks."* 

« lam not, however^ h unjuft/' fai<i 
Laura; " for example, I agree with the 

general opinion in thinking Mr. N-: ^ 

the Englifhman who is fo often at our cou- 
fm% very handfome j yet he is fo free from 
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airs, and all appearance of conceit, that it 
it impol&ble to think him vain. His fea- 
tures exprefs goodnefs of heart, but I have 
feen features which, confidered feparately, 
feem as good, and yet the countenance on 
the whole to which they belong conveys the 
idea of the reverfe." 

" I do not admit,'' replied Madame dc 
Seidlits, '* that this is the cafe with Signor 
Zeluco*8.'* 

*^ Perhaps I am whimfical in this point/' 
faid Laura ; *^ but I am convinced a man 
may be hard-favoured, and yet give no idea 
of his being a bad man. And with refped 
to Signor Zeluco, I do think that thofe who 
do not know from experience that he is of 
a good character, might be apt to fufpe£t 
him of a bad." 

" Nothing depends more on whim, or 
is more uncertain, than the pretended art 
of phyfiognomy,'' (aid Madame de Seidlits. 

'* Ye^it never fails to have fome influ- 
ence on our opinion," cried Laura, 

** It ought not," replied Madame de 
Seidlits; '* it may miflead us greatly: Did 

you 
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you ever, for exs^mple, behold a tiiore lovely 

face than that of the wretched woman we 

faw ihe other night at the opera ? yet her 

profligate life ip well known. ^ You may 

reqolUa alfo, how very hard and unplea- 

fant the countenance of your father*s friend 

Colonel SleifFen was; yet there never e:t- 

ifted a worthier man. You ought therefore, 

my dear Laura, to bewar6 of imagining 

that vide is connected with deformity, or 

Virtue with external beauty/'- 

s 

" 1 beg pardon, my dear Madam/' re- 
plied Laura, '' but I might ufe the two in- 
ftadces you have given in fupport of my 
argunjerit ; for the opera woman you men- 
tion, in fpite of her beauty, I fliould never 
have thought a perfon of a virtuous difpo- 
fiUOQ ; and I always imagined I faw bene- 
volence Qiining through the harfh features 
of Colonel Skiffen/'. 

:" I fufped,*' replied Madame de Spidlits, 
" that a previous knowledge of their cha- 
rafter Jed your opinion in both cafes, and 
I am fure that candour and charity ought 
to prevent our fufpefting any perfon of be- 

VoL. L R ing 
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lag bad, till we hate reafon to believe fo 
from their cbndudL*' 

' •* I do affure you, my deir mother/' faid 
Laura, ** that it always gives ii^e pain to 
think ill of any body, and it affords mie 
fmcere pleafure to fihd them better than I 
cxpedled." 

•^ Have yo« any reafon to think ill, of 
Signor Zelueo?" faid Madame de Scidlits, 
with fome emotion; ^^ I reia^n^ber you fai4 
fomething that fcemed unpkafant to lHn\ as 
I entered/* : - 

" Why, no, — ^no/' replied Lawa, with 
a little hefnation ; ^^ he was paying me a 
few compliments, and ftopped (hort as you 
entered. I only hinted to him that I liked 
no converfation when you were mt prefent^ 
that he judged improper when you Were. 
But as to thinking ill of him, — I have-— I 
have no reafon; — ^we were talking of * his 
looks/' 

** Tbey afford no reafon indeed/' faid 
Madame de Seidlits; " I hope experience, 
my dear, will teach you to judge of Worth 

by 
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by Ibme more certain criterion than the 
features of the face.'* 

" I hope it will, my deareft madam,*' re- 
plied Laur?, takipg Ij^r rngther s hand af- 
fedionately in both hers, ** and till then 
my opinions £hall hA direde^ by ypur judg« 
inent; of this you may reft affured, that 
nothing can ever influepce me to think ill 
jof thofe whom you cmtinue to think well 
Pf." 
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CHAP, xxvin. 

Ula quidem primo nuUos intelliget ignes. 

. Ovid Metamorph.. Lib. ^ 

^ELUCO had been difconcerted, as hat 
been mentioned, and was a littleplqued 
iatt the manner in which Laura received the 
compliments that be paid her, and what 
fhe faid in his hearing to her mother ; but 
he was ftill more mortified to perceive the 
indiflPerence which fhe * difplayed towards 
him on all occafions, notwithftanding. hia 
peculiar attention to her, and the pains he . 
took to gain her regard. Had Laura beeti 
thoroughly acquainted with Zeluco's cha- 
rader, the diftafte fhe had to him would 
not have been furprifmg, biit fhe had not 
had fufEcient opportunity of knowing him; 
fhe faw fomething in his manner indeed, 
and in the expreflion of his countenancci 
which fhe did not like, yet it might have 

becBi 
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beed expeded that the elegance of his per- 
fon, and the fplendour of his wealth, would 
have inclined her to get the better of this 
prejudice, as perhaps they would, had not 
her imagination been prepoflefled in a man* 
ner which will appear lingular. 

Laura's father had a fon by a former 
marriage, who. was now a captain of dra- 
goons in the Pruflian fervice. This gentle- 
man's moft intimate friend was the Baron 
Carlollein, a man of family and very con^ 
iiderable fortune. They ferved together 
under the great Frederic, in the (hort war 
concerning the. Bavarian fuecefTion. 

After one unfortunate Ikirmiiji a fmall 
detachment which Carloftein commanded, 
formed the rear of the retreating party, 
and defended a particular poft with great 
obftinacy, that the main body might have 
time to make good their retreat; as he was 
falling back at laft, -his detachment was 
furrounded by a numerous party of Auftrian 
Huflars, and, notwithftanding a very fteady 
refiftfince, would have been cut to pieces, 
R 3 or 
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or made prtfonf rO) had not Captaitr Seid4 
lits, at the head of a few dragoons^ 
made a defperate charge, . by which thd 
Huflars were difperfedj and Carlofteifi« 
with the futvivors of his detachment^ 
brought off. 

ThiB was the commeticement of a very 
iatimate friendfhip between thefe two of- 
ficers. At the termination of the war^ 
Giptain Seidlits prevailed on his friend to 
pafs a few days at a little villa belonging 
to his father, in the neighbourhood of 
Berlin; Laura was then a child between 
ten and eleven years of age. She had &i^ 
ten heard her father, and other officers) 
xpention Carloftein as a youbg man of this 
greateft hopes ; ihe had heard many ladies 
talk of him as remarkably genteel and 
amiable. Her brother had written in terms 
of high admiration of Carloftein's conduct 
in the adion above-mentioned, and ihd 
had heard hi^ letters read to the company 
at her father's table. When Laura under* 
iiood> thereforei that the perfon whom iki 

had 
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had heard fa much applauded was coming 
to her father's houfe» (he expected to fee a 
hero. The appearance and manners of. 
Carl^fleio did not belie her expe^ation : 
doring the fhort ftay which he made at the 
villa, he was treated by Colonel Sejdiits 
and his lady with that diftlnguifhed hofpi- 
tality which it was natural tliey fliould pay" 
to a man of his charader and. rank, the 
intimate friend of their fon. What Laura 
had heard of this young officer, the refped 
paid him by her parents, the afFe£tionate 
attachment of her brothfer, his own figure 
and elegant manners, tended to fire her 
fancy, and render him, in her mind, the 
firft of human beings. He had received 
a wound with a fabre on one fide of his 
brow, which reached beneath his temple : 
the fear was covered with a flip of black 
plafter, appearing peculiarly graceful ia 
the child's eyes, and a confirrhation of the 
heroic charader of Carloftein. Colonel 
Seidlits and his lady perceived Laura's ad- 
miration of their gueft, and were amufed 
with the earneft manner in which (he fome- 
R 4 times 
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times looked at him, and the pleaf<;d at^ 
tention with which (he lifiened When he 
fpoke. 

The Colonel one day obferved her ex- 
amining a print of Le Briin's pidure of the 
family of Darius.—'* What has caught 
your fancy here ?** faid he, coming behind 
and tapping her on the fiioulder* The 
child imagined that fhe faw a likenefs to 
Carloftein's in the countenance which Lc^ 
Brun gives to Alexander.—** Do you not 
think," replied fhe, ** that this face," point- 
ing to Hsepheftion, '* has a refcmblancc of 
xny brother ?" 

The Colonel having looked attentively 
at the print, and pbferving the refemblancer 
which really had attracted Laura's atten- 
XxtK^ fell a laughing, and replied, " Np 
my dear, I cannot fay I do,w.but I own I 
am fomewhat furprifed that the refemblance 
between /i6/i face," pointing to Alexander, 
V and your frieqd 8?ron Carloftein, feems 
entirely to have efcaped fo accvirate an ob- 
• fb<:ver as you are." 

The 
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The child Teemed a little out dfcduuxt^ 
Dance, and when Colonel Seidlits recounted 
the circumftance to his lady, he added, *^ I 
fhould be glad to know at what age a young 
lady begins to difguife her fentiments ?"— p» 
^^ At the fame age that young gentlemen 
begin to difguife theirs," replied Madame 
de Seidlits 5 ** when they fufpeifi, from 
the behiaviour of thofe around, that there 
19 fomething wrong or ridiculous in their 
fentiments. We firft taugh^ Laura/' con- 
tinued fhe, *^ to admire the Baron, and 
afterwards by laughing at the child for thc^ 
marks of admiration which fhe fhews^ we 
give her a notion that there is fomething 
ridiculous in it, of courfe fhe wifhes to 
conceal what expofes her to raillery. A 
boy would have done the fame/' 

*^ I imagine not exadlly in tht fame 
way," replied the Colonel, 

Carloftein went foon after to his eflate 
in a diftant part of the Pruf&an dominions ; 
Jaie afterwards paffed fome time in France ; 
on his return to his own country, his duty 
as a foldier kept him with his regiment. 
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and he had never after feen Laura^ or 
thought of her morey than as an agreeable 
thild, the fifler of his friend. 

The impreflion which he made on ber 

imagination was certainly ftronger, and 

more permanent ; although her parents 

confidered this partiality of Laura> to Car«- 

Joftein as 

A violet in the youth of primy nature. 

Forward, not permanent ; fweet, but not lafting. 

The perfume and fuppliaace of a minute*. 

Laura herfclf endeavoured to conceal it 
to prevent the r?iillcry to which it expofed 
her ; yet it had fome influence in making 
her reject the addreffes of more than one 
lover before flie left Germany; all of whom 
were thought advantageous matches^ con- 
fidering the fmalloefs of her fortune. She 
foundthem to fall fo far beneath the ac- 
complifhed Carloftcm, that Ihe did not he- 
fitate a moment. The fame impreflion, 
though now confidcrably weakened * by 
time, tended to make her view Zeldc^ 
with indifference, and often with diflike ; 

♦ Shakefpeare* 

fa 
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fo much did he fall below that model of 

yhich £be fiill carried the traces in her 
I memory. In this preference^ Laura proved 

I that . her judgment was not dire&ed by ex- 

' ternal appearanccy for in the general opi* 

nion, Zeluco would have paflfed for a hand^ 

jbmer toan thati Catloftein. 
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c HT A P. xxn:. 

Non te Pcnelopen difficilem procisi 

Tyrrhemi$|;enuit parens t Horat« 

"LJOWEVER much Zeluco was morti- 
fied and piqued at the indifference of 
Laura, his paffion for her rather feemed to 
augment than tor cool. As the houfe where 
he had the moft convenient opportunities 
of meeting with her was that of Signora 
Sporza, he thought it indifpenfably ne- * 
ceflfary to keep that lady in conflant good 
humour with him ; with this view he cul- 
tivated her favour with the moft refpedful 
jifiiduity. He attempted in vain, how- 
ever, to prevail on her to accept of any 
prcfent of value: fhe always declined his 
oflFers with good-humour and. gaiety, fay- 
ing, nobody in whom fhe was particularly 
interefted, was at that time in prifon for • 
(leH; but when any fuch cafe occurred, (he 

would 
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ifrouM apply to him for ar ring- or fnufF-bo* 
proper for~thetr relief. Zeluco confidercd 
all this as .mere affedation arid grimace, 
and. was convinced that fhe would, in due 
time, unfold the particular mode in which, 
Jhc wifhed to be indemnified ; for he took 
it for gratited/ that indemnified in one 
fhafpe or other fhe intended to be, for what* 
ever civility fhe fhewed^ or whatever trbti- 
ble fhe took on his account. In the mean- 
time, he plainly perceived that fhe woald 
not floop'^o be diredly afSfting to his views 
on Laura. He imagined fbe had come to 
a rcfoitttiofi to obferve a neutrality, till 
fuch time, at leaOt^ as &e could escad a 
very large^fubfidy for ading as an aiixili* 
ary.~-Biit in thefe conjeftuf es he had en- 
tirely mifbikca the charader of the lady. 
' Bred in 4 country where a very free 
fyftetn of gallantry prevails, Signora* 
Sporza certainly did not view it in the 
light that a virtuous woman ought. Id 
her youth, fhe had been a coquette, and 
fhe retained fomething of that appearance 
at an age when coquetry is- lefs tolerable: 

which 
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tirhicfar gave a baodle to her ea«mi€$ to ia*« 
iinuate that ibe had' ouriad plotters be^ 
yond the poiqt at which fimph coquetrr 
is fuppofed to flop; t^his, however, th^y 
were never able to af<;ertain j^-f^fjwj as (hofe 
who were moft induftriou* po Spread <hc 
infinwation were, with better grouodlfl^ 
thought to be ia that predicament thera^ 
felves, their malice had the Ie($ eS^&. iier 
conflant good-humour^ burn9«Q difp^ntioctf 
aud eafy manners, readef«d bpr highly 
agreeable to fociety iu gep^al:; aod &^ 
had lived on the befl terms with hfv bvif^ 
band, undifturbed with jeaV>wfy, notwith^- 
ftandipg his being an Italian. . 

Her talent for raillery ihe managed wkh 
fnch addrefs^ as to render it entertaining in 
general, without being offfenfive in parti- 
s:ul»r. Mere dull dowwigh^jf fcandal, 
l^hich bad no object but the graj^l^cation of 
malice, ihe detefted, and cot^cred the 
f irculation of every ftory to t^C; diiadvan^ 
uge of others,, as inexcufijjpjie even al*- 
thoogh founded in truth. Wiien a cpu.- 
ne^ion of a particular kit^ Aibfifted be- 
tween 
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tween two people, of diflFercnt feifces, no- 
tiodyi ^as more quick than Signora Sporza 
in percetving it; yet (he was never heard 
to give the leaf): hint of her knowledge 
or fufpicion of fuch an intrigue. If 
the parties met openly at her afleihbltedt 
(be received them with her ufua) polite- 
uefs i if either of them made her acquaint- 
ed with their intimacy, fhe would not fufFer 
ihem to vifit her afterwards. She fteveir 
would be the confident of a love intrigue; 
hecaufe accafTaries, (he faid, were as guilty 
^s this priocipal8> with far lefs temptation ; 
bcjfides,. (he added, as the loving couple 
generally quarrel afterwards, and fome*- 
times go th^ length, of hating each other^, 
part of this hatred may extend to thofe 
who encouraged their connexion. 

Anotbei: of this lady's maxims was, that 
j^othing (hould ever be told concerning one 
iriend of another, particularly to <t huf- 
band of his wife, or to a wife of her huf- 
band, which would give them pain to 
know. If what is told is falfe, all the 
.world agrees, that the tale-bearer has donp 
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a very, ill thing ; and if it happens to hi 
true, in Signora Sporza's opinioni a nueh 
worfe ; for a malicious falfehoody faid (ht^ 
ceaies to do barm when the truth comes 
to be known, but the mifchief attending a 
malicious truth is more durable. Jeajoufy, 
whether wdl or ill founded, Hxt coniidered 
as the greateft; plague of fociety; a jealous 
hu^^and or wife fhe thought the moft 
odious of all odious anjmals, and as care- 
fully to be excluded from good company as 
mad people or cut- throats. She had no 
fcruple in declaring that, in her opinion, 
the man was devoid of principle who in- 
trigued with any gentlewoman, however 
willing fhe might be, before fuch gentle- 
woman was provided with a hulband, or 
at leaft within a very fhort time of being 
fa: and (he thought tbat man was very 
little better, who did not take due precau- 
tions to prevent his intercourfe with a wo- 
man of reputation from becoming public, 
even although the lady was married. 

As Signora Sporza had no favourable 
opinioa of Zeluco from her firft acquaint- ' 

anae 



Digitized fy 



y^Google 



Z E L U C O; a7> 

ance with him, and even ftrongly fufpeded 
the nabp*? of his views on Laura; it will 
feemnf^traordioary) that (he did not com* 
municate thefe fufpicions to Laura, or to 
Madame de Seidlits, for both of whom her 
efteem and afFefltion hourly increafed;— 
the truth is, it was this very afFefkion that 
prevented her. She expedled to make Ze- 
luco's attachment to Laura, and his influ- 
ence with the minifter, of fervice to her 
friends in other fchemes which ihe medi* 
tated for their benefit ; but fhe faw plainly, 
from the avowed principles and undeviat- 
ing conduft of both the mother and daugh- 
ter, that on the flighteft idea of his views 
on Laura, they would renounce all con- 
nexion with Zeluco, and fpum at every 
advantage that could attend it. Having a 
very high opinion, therefore, of Laura's 
prudence, on which (he relied much, and 
believing in her averfion to the man, on 
which {he relied more, (he permitted him 
quietly to proceed in his fcheme, convinced 
however that he would be fuccefsful only 
in promoting her's* 
Vol. L S There 
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There certainly w^^8 little delicacy ia 
Signora Sporza's way of thinking on this, 
and feme other fubjeds ; and as flie was of 
a friendly benevolent difpofition, and pof^ 
fefled fome excellent qualities, it is to be ' 
regretted that they were intermingled 
with any of bafer alloy. 

Our only reafon for defcribing men and 
\fromen as animals of heterogeneous compo- 
lition, made up of bad as well as good 
materials, is, that we have hitherto always 
found them fo ; but we fhall be happy to 
delineate uniform and perfedt charaders* 
as foon as we have the good fortune to 
meet their prototypes in nature. There is 
room to fear, however, that they are as 
difficult to find as they would be agreeable 
and eafy todefcribe; and that the race of 
thofe perfect beings incapable of weaknefs^ 
and invulnerable to vice, who are ever 
armed at all points, and cafed in virtues as 
the knights of chivalry were in mail, hai 
intirely failed, as well as that of thofe tre- 
mendous giauts, void of every virtue, 
and replete with every vice, who lived in ^ 

the 
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the fame ages ^-^till thefe oppofite extremes^ 
men intirely good or completely wicked^ 
appear again^ ^e muft be contented with 
that medioGrity of charader which .prevailsf 
And draw mankind as we find them, the 
bedfubjeS: to weakneflfesi the worfl imbu^ed 
with fome good quality* 

In' a charaderi fuch as that of the p^rfoa 
whofe ftory we have the unpleafant talk of 
recording, there are, perhaps, fewer good 
qualities than in any otheri becaufe cruelty 
was bteome the bafis of Zeluco's charader*^ 
at leaft a total difregard to the feelings of his 
fellow-creatures, when any iftlereft or gra- 
tification of his own was in queftion« 

This difpofition of the mind, we coii^ 
ceive, adriciits of fewei' good qualities, and 
ii ci6nhe(fted v^ith a greater number of bad, 
than arty 6thef df which human nature i^ 
Aifceptibie.-^Montaigne, indeed, has faid^ 
*'* Nature a (ce craifis-je)^ elk mime aU 
iacbe a Yhtmme quelque inftinSl ^ Fin- 
bumaniti'^.^" But it is to be hoped, that 

♦ Eflais de Montaigne, livrc ii. chap, xk 

S Z the 
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the inftiDft he mentions belongs only to 
devils, and that a difinterefted pleafurc in 
the fufFerings of others exifts not even in 
the mod v^icked of human breads. It is 
fufiiciently deplorable that any of mankind 
are capable of purfuing what they confider 
as their own intereft, and fometimes in- 
tereft of a very frivolous nature^ at the 
expence of extreme mifery to their fellow- 
creatures. The proofs, however, of this 
degree of cruelty need not be drawn fronii 
the ftories of giants, and records of chi* 
valry ; they are frequently found in more 
authentic hiflory, and may be adduced 
from the conduct of too many of the heroes 
and great men of antiquity ; not to men* 
tton the great men of our own days, whofe 
fentiments and condud, however different 
from thofe of the former in every other 
refped, have a wonderful refemblance to 
their predeceffors^ ii) this article of in- 
fenfibility and difregard of the mifery of 
others. 
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CHAP. XXX. 

' A perfidious Attempt. 

AS Zeluco now found more frequent 
opportunities than ever of being in 
company with Laura* he continued his aili- 
duities with increafed zeaU and drove by 
every means of infinuation with which he 
was acquainteo to gain her good opinion ; 
but with all the pains he took and the art 
he ufed. her behaviour to hfm never 
exceeded the bounds of common politenefs, 
and fometin[ies a kind of politenefs which 
favoured a little of diflike. 

Although few men had lefs tendernefs 
than Zeluco for the felf-love of others, 
none could feel more exquifitely when 
their own was wounded ; he perceived 
Laura's indifference with indignation, and 
would have endured it with ftill more im- 
patience, had he not found 21 balfam to allevi- 
ate the fmart in the very root from whence 
it fprang. His vanity, while it made him . 
S 3 feel 
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feel the indifFerence of Laura, perfuaded 
him that fhe was deficient in penetration, 
and did not relifh the graces with which he 
thought hi mfclf adorned, as MTOmen of tafte 
ufually did# " L'amour propre^'' 4s Roche- 
foucault finely obferves, ** empicbe bien qug 
celui qui nous jlatt'e foit jamais celui qui 
nous fiat^e k plus"' It might be thought 
that this mean opinion of Laura's tafte 
would tend to diminilh the force of his at* 
tachment to her 5 but we muft remember 
that Zelucp's love was entirely fenfual : he 
thought Laura's face the moft beautiful, and 
her perfon the moft piquant, he had ever 
feen. The qualities of her mind he re- 
garded not. 

The attentive and com\)laifant manner 
In which Madame de Seidlits always be- 
haved to tim convinced him that he en- 
joyed her good opinion ; he perceived alfo, 
that flie had a tafte. for ftiow and magnift? 
cence, and was a little out of countenance 
fometimes on account of the want of tkaf^ 
fuperfluities which puftom has r^dered 
ftlmoft joeceflaries in a certain rai\k of l^ff. 

On 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 279 

Oa this weaknefs he founded an opinion, 
that, with proper malnagement, (he might 
be gradually brought to wink at the con- 
nedion Ke wiflbed to form with her daugh- 
ter ; a piece of complaifance, however 
fliocking, which he had already met with 
in more than one inftance. 

He refolved therefore to begin his horrid 
defign by fixing an obligation of an im- 
portant nature on her, unknown bdth to 
' her daughter and Signora Sporza : he 
waited on her one forenoon when he knew 
the two other ladies were abroad ; and 
preluding what he had to propofe with 
many apologies, he faid, That the high 
^fteem he had for her, and the fincere con- 
cern he took in her intereft, had prompted 
him to make fome inquiry into her circum- 
ftances; and that he was much grieved to 
find they were fo ill proportioned to her 
merit. ** As your hulband/' continued he, 
V belonged to another fervice, I fipd it will 
be difficult to have this remedied by th^ 
bounty of this court; but you will oblige 
me infinitely (efpecially if you will agree 
/ S 4 to 
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to keep it a fccret from every other perfon 
without exception), by permitting me to be 
your banker for an annual fum, till fuch 
time at leaft as your own afF;airs are better 
arranged." So faying, he prefented her with 
a note of very conGderable value.* 

The blood mounted into Madame . de 
Seidlits's face at this propofal, and flie im- 
mediately replied, with an air of furprifc 
and difpleafure, That (he was forry he 
had taken the trouble of making an in- 
quiry of fuch a nature; that he had re- 
ceived an erroneous account of her affairs, 
which were not in a fituation to juftify her 
in accepting affiftance of that kind from 
any perfon; but more particularly from 
one with whom flie had no natural con- 
nexion. She added, That (he fhould al- 
ways hj^ve a proper fenfe of the obligation 
which, unexpe(Sled and unfolicited on her 
part, he had already conferred on her; but 
ihe was determined to be exceedingly cau-- 
tious of pernaitting a load to be increafed 
which flie had already felt too heavy for 

hw 
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her to bear without great uneafinefs. 
Having faid thisj {he withdrew, throwing 
fuch a look at Zeluco as his confcious heart 
interpreted into a fufpicion of his bafc de- 
fign. . He remained Tome time fixed to the 
fpot, and then returned to his own houfe in 
much difturbance of mind. 

He was now convinced that he had made 
a falfe eftimate of the charafter of Madame 
de Seidlits ; that he bad betrayed his fcheme 
on her daughter, and dreaded that he fhould 
be deprived of the pleafure of vifiting her 
any more, without which he felt he could 
enjoy little comfort or repofe. 

After much refledion, and after forming 
and rejeding various plans to remove the 
efFeds of this rafh ftep, and reinftate him- 
felf in the good opinion of Madame de 
SeidlitSt he at length Tent her the following 
letter: 

" I AM much afraid, my dear Madam, 
that I have offended your delicacy by my 
propofal this morning, which I am now 
convinced was made in too abrupt a 
manner, owing to my having received fomc 

vexatious 
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vexatious news of a domeftic nature, which 
will oblige me to embark for Meffina with- 
in a few days. Having little expedation 
of returning to Naples^ I grafped too 
eagerly at the happinefs of ferving a per- 
fdn I fo highly efteem, and> whom there is 
reafon to fear I ihall never fee again. I 
hope you will forgive my precipitate zeal j 
for however juft your reafons may be for 
rejeding the fatisfadlion aimed ati I hope 
you will never have any for denying fome 
fliare of your regard to him who is, with 
the higheft efteem, and the warmeft prayers 
for your happinefs, 

'* Madam, 
•• Your moft obedient, 

♦• And moft humble fervant,, 
«• Zeluco/' 

Although Madame de Seidlits's pride 
had been alarmed by Zeluco's propofal, fhe 
had Qo fuf[McioQ that it was didated by any 
bafe motive; and therefore fhe was not 
without uneafinefs even before receiving 
this letter, left flie had behaved with too 

much 
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much loftinefs to a well-meaning and friendr 
\y man. She became entirely of this opi* 
tiion the moment {he perufed the letter; 
her candid mind was fillec]^ with remorfe 
for her own behaviour, and forrow for his 
threatened departure. 

She diredly Jent him a letter, apologizing 
for her behaviour, and entreated him not to 
leave Naples without feeing her once more: 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

-^-Tamen ad mqres natura recurrit 
DamnatoSy fixa et mutari nercia.— - 

Juv. Sat. xiih 239« 

117 HEN Signora Sporza and Laura re- 
turned from their airing, Madame 
de Seidlits informed them> that Zeluco had 
paid her a vifit, and that he intended to leave 
Naples. She mentioned this in fuch a 
manner that they naturally thought the fole 
defign of his vifit had been to acquaint her • 
iirith his fudden departure ; this (he did to 
prevent aby inquiry concerning the real 
motive of his vifit, which, in compliance 
with Zeluco's reqiieft, fhe intended to cod- 
ceaL 

Signora Sporza was greatly furprifed at 
Zeluco*8 fudden refolution } it appeared un- 
accountable to her, who was convinced his 
affedions centered at Naples, and did 
not believe that any bufinefs would appear 

of 
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of fufficient importance in the eyes of a man 
of his charader and fortunef to. draw hini 
from the place where his afFedions were 
fixed. 

Laura was uneafy becaufe (he faw her 
mother fo; for, independent of that circum^ 
fiance, (he would have been pleafed with 
the departure of a man whofe company 
was difagreeable to her. 

The reader needs not be informed 
that Zeluco had no intention of leaving 
Naples, and that the ftory of vexatious 
news, which obliged him to embark for 
Sicily, was an invention, calculated to re- 
move all fufpicion of his real plan from the 
mind of Madame de Seidlits^ and to con- 
vince her, that his propofal could be dic- 
tated by pure benevolence alone; for if, 
previous to making it, he Had already 
formed the refolution of quitting Italy, 
with no view of returning for feveral yearst 
and little chance of ever feeing her or her 
dayghter again, the offer muft have been 
well intended, whether (he thought it be- 
<;ame her to accept it or not. 

But 
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But it WM ni^ceflary that he ihould feem 
ift carneft before he fent the letter to Ma- 
dame de Seidlits ; therefore he annouQced 
his intentioa to the domeftics of his o\va 
family, ordered fereral thidgs to be pre- 
pared and packed up, called in his debts, 
^ Ordered inquii*y to be made about a proper 
vefTel for tranfporting him and his fuite. In 
fhort, he a£ted his part fo Well, that tioa6 
of his acquaifttauce, except Signora Sporza, 
bad 4ny doubts of his intention. 

When Zeluco received Madame de Seid* 
lits's anfwer to his letter^ he began to re- 
fume his old opinions; his mind, habituated 
to hypocrify and deceit, could not enteif 
into the natural movements of an honeft 
heart, apprehenfive of haviog adted unge* 
neroufly, and throbbing with eagernefs td 
make reparation ; he imagined her anfwer 
difplaycd an inclination to accept of hii 
offer, and thought her (jtately behaviour had 
been aflumed on purpofe to enhance the 
value of her future acquiefcence, or per- 
haps was a temporary triumph, with whieK 
the good lady chofc to indulge her vanity ; 
z but 
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but having been driven to immediate deci* 
iion by the unexpeded news of his de-* 
parture^ flie was now re&dy to capitulate 
on reafonable terms. 

He did not continue long in this way of . 
thinking; for when he waited On her the 
following day, and Madame de Seidlits hav- 
ing repeated her apology for the coolncfs 
of her behaviour at their laft interview^ he 
began to hint, though in a diftant way, at 
a renewal of his former propofition ; but 
was immediately ftopt fhort, by her rejeft- ^ 
ing it with equal firmnefsj though with 
lefs anger than at firft. She added, in the 
moft obliging manner. That (he had taken 
the liberty of requefting to fee him ; be- 
caufe (he could not bear the thoughts of 
his leaving Naples after fuch a cold inter- 
view as their laft, without expreffing that 
fenfe of gratitude which (he fhould ever 
retain for his goodnefs to her on a late 
occafion, and without wiChing him a goodf 
voyage. 

There was fo much virtuous dignity and ^ 
und(Fe£l;ed candour and benevolence in the 

whole 
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whole pf her difcourfe and deportment^ as 
overawed his infidious tongue, and checked 
every prefumptuous hope that began to 
fpring up in his bread. 

, At his taking leave, Madame de Seid- 
lits, with fome degree of folemnity and 
fervour, faid, '* Heaven dire£t you, Sir, 
wherever you go, and blefs you with all 
the profperity and fuccefs which your dif- 
interefted condud and benevolent chstrader 
deferve.'* The confqience of Zeluco fmote 
him at this petition, and he felt a pang 

, iharp as the ftilctto of the Portuguefe. . 
Pifappointed, humbled, and felf-con-* 
demned, in broken accents^ and with a 
faultering tongue, he was withdrawing, 
without having the aflfurance once to pro- 
nounce the name of Laura, when Signora 
Sporza and that young lady entered the 
room ; even then he was unable to recover 
himfelf fo far as to addrefs them in his 
ufual manner i after bowing to each, with- 
cfut uttering a word, he hurried out of the 

room. 

His 
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ills agitation fpoke more powerfully in 
his favour with Madame de Seidlits, than 
he could himfelf have done had he been 
ever fo cool and recoUeded ; that confufion 
which proceeded from difappointment, per- 
fidy, and confcious guilt, fhe imputed to 
the fenfibillty of a benevolent heart, on be- 
ing Separated from friends, without the hope 
of feeing them again for a long time. 

iLaura, without being fo fully convinced 
oFitsjuftice, acquiefced in the conftrudion 
of her mother*. 

Signora Sporla could not account in a 
fatisfadory manner for the behaviour of 
Zelucd, but fhe was too much convinced of 
the felfilhnefs of his difpofition, to believe 
that he could be tnuch afFeded with atiy 
thing uncoiineded with his own perfonal 
intereft or pleafurfi. 

He was under the neceflity of cotitinu- 
Ing the preparations for his departure for 
fome days ; but on the arrival of the firft 
veflel from Sicily, he pretendedthat he had 
received letters, informing him that the 
bufinefs which required his prefence was 

Vol. L T happily 
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happily and uncxpedcdly terminated ; fa 
that his voyage was no longer neceflary.— 
This iicvfB he allowed to reach the ladies 
in the comtoon courfe of ci/culation, fear- 
ing that their delicacy might be hurt by his 
fending a formal mefTage to acquaint them 
with it ; as that would imply his thinking 
his motions of more importance to them, 
th»n they might incline to have be- 
lieved i but on his waiting on them a few 
days after, he was highly pleafed when 
Madanie de Seidlits chid him for omitting 
to fend her a piece of intelligence which 
gave her much pleafure. He looked at 
I^aura, in hopes of her (hewing marks of 
agreeing with her mother ; but as fhe felt 
differently, (he feemed as if fhe had not 
heard what her mother had faid. Signora 
Sporza, looking flily jat Zeliico, faid, " I 
am lefs furprifed than ray friend, having all 
along had a prepoffeffion that fpmething 
would occur to prevent this voyage-'' 
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CHAR XXXII. 

^he Importance of a Man to bimfelf 

'T ELUCO was now on a better footing 
than ever with Madame de Seidlits^ 
vidted her more frequently^ and became 
more and more enamoured of her daugh- 
ter. . The natural gracefuln^ of her man** 
ner, the lively good fenfe of her cottver- 
iation» and the winning fweetnefs of her 
temper, would have attrafted the admira- 
tion of every man of fentiment, although 
thefe quaUues had been connected with a 
face and perfon of the common kind. 
Even in the eyes of Zeluco, funk as he 
was in fenfuality and debafed by vice, the 
filial >ffedion, the graceful modefty, and 
benevolent heart of this amiable ybutig 
woman, gave additional poignancy to thofe 
external beauties which hitherto he had 
efteemed ias all that is valuable in woman. 
T 9 From 
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From the obfervalipns which Zeluco tiaic! 
made on the condud of mankind, con* 
firmed by what paffed within his owa 
bread, his opinion was, that virtue was 
mere varnifti and pretext; and whatever 
apparent difmtereftednefs, generofity, or 
felf-denial, there were in the condud of any 
perfon, that if the whole could be chy- 
mically analyzed and reduced to their ori- 
ginal elements, felf-intereft would be foiind 
at the bottom of the crucible; he was, 
befides, of a fufpicious temper, and con- 
vinced that, for the mod of their adions, 
• mankind have fecret reafons^ very different 
from the oftenfible. If, therefore, the mo- 
tive announced was of a generous or difin- 
lerefted nature, he never believed it to be 
the real, one, but turned his eyes in fearch 
of a motive where feif-intereft predomi- 

nated. 

. In the prefent cafe, not being able to 
conjedure any advantage that could accrue 
to Laura, from behaving with fo much re- 
ferve to him (as to difliking him, he 
thought that impoffible), nor any benefit 

which 
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which Madame de Seidlits could derive 
from rejc£king his propofaU efpecialljr aa 
he had annexed no condition to. it; he 
laboured to difcover what could impel two 
wbmeg who were not devoid of common 
fetife to a<3: in fuch an irrational manner. 
And after much deliberate reflexion, he 
at length imputed the whole of their con- 
dud to a fcheme concerted between the 
mother and daughter, with the aid of Sig- 
nora Sporza, to take advantage of his 
paffion fdi: Laura, and, by affumed dignity 
in the *oneand referve in the other, to al^ 
lure him into a marriage. 

Replete with this notion, he determined 
to be more fparing in his attentions to 
Laura, to pay his court, with often tatious 
.affiduity to a young la.dy of family and 
coiifiderable beauty then at Naples; and 
by alarming Madame de Seidlits and Laura 
with jealoufy, and the fear of lofing him, 
for ever, induce them both to more com- 
plaifance. 

He afted the part he intended fo well, 

ihat within a fhort time it was generally 

T 3 believed 
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believed at Naples, that a treaty of mar<« 
riage was on ^ foot between Zeluco and the' 
youitg lady in queftion ; and he took par-* 
ticular care that Signora Sporza, and her - 
two friends,^ fliould have more reafoo than , 
others to be Convinced of the truth of this 
report* 

In requital for the pains he gave hxmfelf 
in his new aflfumed charad^cr, he had the 
vexation to perceive, that thofe of all his 
acquaintance who took the leaft intereft in 
bis behaviour, and in the news he had cir«» 
eijlatedt were precifely the perfons he wifh-. 
cd to afFea the moft ; that Madame d^ 
Seidlits and Signora Sporza heard and be- 
lieved it with the moft perfedt indifferencet 
and if there was any alteration obfervable in 
the behaviour of Laura, it was that Ihe 
feemed a little gayer than formerly. 

Finding that a ftratagemf which he ima- 
gined would have greatly difconcerted the 
fuppofed fcheme of the ladies, and pro- 
duced fomething favourable to his own 
views, had intirely failed, he now thought 
proper t9 rela* in his alfiduiiies to the 

young 
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yoviig lady in queftion^ and renew them 
to ber whom, for fome time, he feemed to 
have abandoned. 

He was the more eager to return K) his 
former fociety at Signdra Sporza's, as he 

underftood that Mr. N-- , the Englifh 

gentleman formerly mentioned, fpent a 
great deal of his time with her, and in the 
company of Madame de Seidlits and 
Laura, He could hardly indeed all6w 
himfelf to imagine that any woman who 
had eyes, could prefer this Englifhman M 
himfelf ; yet, recolleding that the taftefe of 
women are wonderfully capricious,^ be felt 
fome fenfations of jealoufy on hearing of 
the vifits of Mr. N . Having pre- 
pared a plaufible ftory to account for his 
late abfence, and what he thought a mighty 
well-turned apology, he again waited on 
Madame de Seidlits. He had no oppor- 
tunity, however, of pronouncing his apo- 
logy, for as no notice had been taken by 
Laura, or her relations^ of his retreat, the 
fame inattention wa9 paid to his return. 
T4 He 
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He was received as if he had paflTed the 
preceding evening with them ; Signora 
Sporza faying, juft: as he was about to make 
his apology, — This is lucky enough, as 

N cannot be with us ; we were in want 

of fomehody to form our party,— Pray, 
Signor, draw a card. 

Baffled in all his plans of fedudion, his 
ufual amufements becoming infipid, and 
his former pleafures naufeous, feeling him^ 
felf incapable of any enjoyment but of 
the company of Laura, the obdurate and 
haughty fpirit of Zeluco was obliged to 
relinquifh every idea of obtaining the ob- 
jeft of his wiflies by, what he called, con-p 
queft, and to think of propofiog articles of 
union. 

This laft recourfe was the more mortifyr 
ing to him, as it waS a favourite maxim of 
his, that no man in his fenfes would ever 
think of entering into the ftate of matri-r 
mony, but by the door of wealtb, or am- 
bition ; yet impelled by xlefircs which he 
could pot gratify qn other terms, he now 
^ , . • foun4 
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found hlmfelf obliged to fue for admiffioa. 
into that ftate without the attractions of 
cither wealth or ambition. 

After a long internal ftruggle, he at laft 
waited on the mother of Laura, and with- 
ptit much ceremony ol: circumlocution, for, 
he had not the lead doubt of fuccefs, he 
acquainted her with his honourable inten- 
tions refpedling her daughter.^ Few things 
could have been more agreeable to Madame 
de Seidlits than fuch a propofaK 

During the firft violence of her grief 
and dejedion of fplrits on her hufband's 
death) ihe felt the diminution of her for- 
tune as an inconfiderable evil after fo great 
a misfortune ; but now that the fharpnefs 
of her forrow was fomewhat blunted by 
time, (he began to be more fenfible of the 
inconveniences and mortifications attendant 
on narrow circumftances. 

Her hulband, like moft German*, was 
fond of fhow, and had encouraged his 
wife in a more expenfive ftyle of life than 
he could well aflFord. She herfelf, in other 
fefpe(3:8 of a very amiable charader, was 

not 
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not without vanity ; {he was deftrous that 
her houfe» fornitare, and equipage, fiiould 
not only be genteel but fplendid. It is not 
furprifing, therefore, that the minute oeco- 
nomy which was abfolute^y neeeifary in 
her prefent circumftances fhould be highly 
difagreeable to her, even on her own ac- 
count, but ilill more fo on account of her 
fondnefs for Laura, whom (he eagerly 
wiftied to fee poflefled of all the elegancies 
of life, and for whofe fmallefl: pleafure (he 
was ever ready to facrifice any gratifica- 
tion of her own ; indeed, all her own gra- 
tifications, ev«n thofe of her vanity, were 
more fenfibly enjoyed by her in the perfon 
of her daughter than in her own. 

As Madame de Seidlits forefaw that Lau- 
ra's marriage with Zeluco would probably 
be accompanied with many cociveniencies 
to herfelf, would put her beloved daugh- 
ter into that ftate of affluence and fplendor 
^ which fo well became her, and as 2ieluco 
was a man of whom fhe had a good opi^r 
piouy (he heartily rejoiced at the propofal 
which he made. Having therefore in polite 
terms thanked him for his good opinion of 

her 
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her daughter, fiie faid (he wouli inform 
her of his propofals, and then leave the 
matter to her own decifion. 

^^ That is alll wifh, Madam," faid Ze-- 
luco. 

" For,*' continued Madame de Seidlits, 
** Laura'^s dutiful behaviour gives her a 
claim to the utmofl: indulgence, and her 
excellent underftanding renders it improper ' 
for me firovgly to influence, far lefa to 
control her on fuch an occafion." - 

" Control !'* repeated Zeluco ; '^ have 
you reafon to think your daughter's affec- 
tions are already engaged ?" 

" I know they are not,'* faid Madame 
de Seidlits ; ^* had that been the cafe, I 
(hould have begun by telling you fo." 

" Then, Madam," faid Zeluco, « it is 
to be hoped there will be no need of con- 
trol.!' 

Madame de Seidlits was not fo fare of 
Laura's agreeing to Zeluco's propofal as he 
feemed to be, and therefore had fpoken in 
doubtful terms, which he thought unne- 
ce0ary, and a little ridiculous. 

Having 
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Haviftg obtained leave to make his pro*- 
pofals to Laura herfelf^ he withdrew, fully 
convinced that they would be moft accepta-r 
ble ; but fomewhat abaflied, that to arrive 
at the wilhed-for goal, he was under the 
neccffity of taking the detefted road of 
jn^trimonv. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 

MaterfialJffeSlion.— Filial Duty. 

HP HAT very evening Madame de Seid- 
lits took occafion to. mention Zeluco 
to Laura, irt terms agreeable to the good 
opinion fhe had formed of him, and the 
gratitude which (he felt for the good office 
he had done her 5 and then added, " fhe 
was convinced he would make a good huf- 
band.'* 

'* Perhaps he might," faid Laura, *^ to 
a woman who loved him." 

" A man of generofity and worth muft 
command the efteem of a virtuous woman/* 
anfwered Madame de Sfeidlits ; " and that, 
my dear, is often a ftronger pledge of hap- 
pinels in the married ftate, than the fan- 
taftical notions fome women form of love.** 

Alarmed at the fignificant manner with 
which Madame de Seidlits pronounced this; 
— ^Laura, looking earneftly at her mother, 

cried. 
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cried, ^'Heavens J what does this mean,? 
— 4)as Signer Zeluco— furely he cannot 
think—'* ' 

« Yes, Laura/' faid Madame de Seid- 
lits, ** he thinks of you, and you i3nly ;— 
and this day he offered to make you mif- 
trefs of his hand and fortune." 

The blood immediately forfook Laura s 
face; fhe became as pale as fnow, and 
fcemed ready to faint. 

« My deareft child/* exclaimed Madame 
de Seidlits; *' what is the matter ?" 

" Oh ! mother/' faid Laura, in a feeble 
voice, ** will you give me to a. man I can- 
not love? — will you order your Laura — ?'* 

*' How can you talk fo, child,*' faid the 
mother j " when did I order yoii ?'* 

** Alas !*' faid Laura, " is not every in- 
dicacion of your wifhes obeyed as an order 
by me ?" 

***^For which rcafon,'* replied Madame 
de Seidlits, *' I have no wifties but thofe 
which you can with pleafure obey/' 

" It has been the happinefs of my life/' 
faid Laura, ** to obey,-— to anticipate your 
Mfifties, wheu it was in my power j but can 

you 
3 
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yam wifli me married to a maa whom I 
cannot love ? or would you make fuch a 
requital to the perfon who has obliged 
you, as to give him a wife without for* 
tune, and without the kaft afFedion, with- 



out even—'* 



" For Heaven's fake, my dear, do not 
talk in that manner/' interrupted Madame 
de Seidlks ; ** you well know, I can dcfite 
nothing hist what is for your good; hut I 
heg you may hear me calmly, your decifion 
on this matter is of great importance : you 
muft be fenfible of the fad reverfe of fortune 
which has befallen you by the death of 
your father ; his rifing profpeds in the 
army, his generous fpirit, and above, all 
his love for us both, have accuftomed you 
to a ftyle of life very different from what 
ohr prefent circumftances can fupport. 
In the mean while, Signor Zeluco, a man 
of a friendly and benevolent charadlcr, and 
of a vaft fortune, offers you his hand, atid 
iS' ready to refcue you from all the incon- 
veniencies of poverty, and to place you in 
a ftate of affluence which you never before 

expc- 
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experienced. Bat you fay, you do ftot love 
him. — Well, if that continues to be the 
cafe» there is no more to be Taid ; I fhall 
never defire you to give your hand to a man 
whom you cannot love;— but I fear, my 
dear, you are mifled by falfe and romantic 
notions on that head." 

" Is there any thing unreafonable or 
romantic," faid Laura, ** in refufing my 
hand to a man who in no degree interefts 
my heart. But you have alluded to the in-^ 
conveniencies of our prefent confined cir- 
cumftances, — as afFeding me in a more par^ 
tkular manner. I know not,*' continued 
Laura, " if I underftcod my mother 
right ?" 

" The narrownefs of our circumftances 
are a fouree of unhappinefs to me on your 
account only^' replied Madame de Seidlits. 

" From this moment then, my dear 
Madam, let that fouree be dried up/' faid' 
Laura; " for our prefent circumftances, con- 
fined as they are, give me no uneafinefs : 
and be aflur?d, that if you can bear them 
cheerfully, all the inconveniencies attend- 
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idg them are blifs to me, in comparlfon 
with affluence as the wife of Zeluco." ^ 

V Well, ihy deareft girl, I have (Jone ; 
you have faid enough, and more than 
enough; — you Ihall never again hear him 
mentioped as a lover by me." 

" My dear mother," cried Laura, with 
tears of afFcSion* ** how can I requite you 
for this gobdnefs ?" 

** By following the didates of your own 
virtuous heartj'' faid Madame de Seidlits; 
'* be you happy, my dear child, and I am 
contented." 

" I am happy !" exclaimed Laura, throw- 
ing her arms around her mother's neck ; 
" how can I be but happy while I am 
blefled with fuch a parent ?" 

Madame de Seidlits then informed her 
daughter, that Zeluco had defired to have 
an audience of her by himfelf, in ^ which 
he would make his propofals; which ihe 
had agreed to. 

Laura begged with earneftnefs, that her 
mother would take on herfelf the office of 
acquainting Zeluco with her determined 

Vol* I^ U fenti- 
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fentiments. But Madame de Sfcldlits urged 
her promife, and that Zeluco might con- 
fider himfelf as difrefpedfully tifed, add- 
ing, with a fmile, You touft allow me, my 
dear, to carry ^w^ point in this negotiation. 
Laura, acquiefced, and nest morning 
muftered up all her refolution for a fcene- 
which flie thought oil with a good deal of 
uneafmefs. ' 
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CHAP. XXKIV. 

iBi^H oroit aimer ia.niaitrefle pour Tamour d'^lle oa 
. eft bien trompe* Rochefoucault. 

. yELUCO called at Madame de Seid-. 
lits's the day following { after he had 
traited a few miilutes alone^ Laura entered 
the room pale and iti evident emotion^ 
iK^itliout lookiiig him in the face^ pointed 
to a ehair, asd defired him to be feated^ 
placing herfelf at the ian^ time at are** 
fpedful diftaace. 

** No doubt/* faid he, *' your mother 
has taforcaed you^ Madame of the fet^ti-^ 
tneotB with .which your beauty and merit 
ibave inipired me, and with the purport of 
thisvifit/' 

" She haS) Sir/' faid Laura, ** and I am 
feofihle of the honour your good opinioa 
-does sae ; the obligation you conferred on 
my pother demands, aqd has my warmeft 
gratitude j — but — '[ 

U 3 Zeluco, 
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Zeluco, conftruing Laura's confufion itt' 
his own favour, ftepped acrofs the room, 
feized her (hrinking hand, and exclaimed, 
•* Talk not of gratitude for tt^ifles, my 
whole fortune is now at your difpofal ;' and 
you will, I hope, name an early day thit 
the rites of the church may unite us for 



•I* 
ever. 



. The fedurity implied in this abrupt kd^ 
drefs offended the delicacy and roufed the 
fpirits of Laura ; fhe difengagi^d her hand, 
and throwing an indignant look at Zelucot 
faidi " Carry your fortune, Sir, to feme 
woman m<»'e defitous aad more deferring 
of it ; I have claim to (hare it with you on 
neither accounts" 

Zeluco, furprifed and piqued at her man* 
ner, anfvo^ered^ ** I am forry you fcem of- 
fended, Madam; I hope there is nothing in 
the propofal I have made to hurt your pride." 

** Without giving grounds for an accu- 
fation of pride,** replied Laura, ** I may 
be furprifed at being prefled to fix a day for 
a purpofe I never agreed to, and never 
flull/' 

•' I under* 
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** I undqrftood, Madam, that your mo- 
ther had been fo obliging as to explain my 
fentiments and plead my caufe; having 
her approbation^ I flattered myfelf I fhould 
have yours, and that you would be willing 
to abridge unneccflary delay. 

** My mother. Sir, has a warm and - 
grateful heart, and is penetrated with a 
fenfe of your fervices on a late occafion ; I 
hope I alfo have becoming fentiments on' 
that head, of which the heft proof I can 
give, is by afluring you at once, that it 
is not in my power to repay the partiality 
you exprefs for me in the manner you de- 
fire. I hope, therefore, you will here ter- 
minate a purfuit which mul); be Vain, and 
is fo little worth your while/' 

" I was informed, Madam/' faid Zieluco, 
*^ that your heairt was difengaged/* 

•' Ydu were informed rightly/' faid Laura. 

** What then are your objeSligns io me ?'* 
faid he. 

*• Since the rpafpps which determine; 
pie,'' faid ILaur^i ** feena vajid tpjthofe to 
U 3 whom 
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whom r think myfelf accountabk, f rftuft 
be excufed from ah explanation to aay 
other perfon," 

The poffibility of his honourable pro- 
pofalB being rejedied, had never once en^ 
tered into the contemplation of Z^luco ; on 
the contrary, he wa$ convinced that all hei: 
former referve was aflumed for no Othef 
purpofe but to allure him to this point ; on 
finding them refufed in fo decided a man*^ 
ner» his heart fwelled with anger, whic^ 
be could with difficulty (uppreijB. 

Laura, perceiving the ftruggle, sodded, 
^* I do not meaii to oflFend you, Sir ; but I 
think it my duty, on fuch an occafion, to 
aflure you, that my determination is un- 
alterable. I fincerely wilh you happinefs 
with a more deferving woman/' 

** You are infinitely obliging, Madam," 
faid he, his eyes flafhing with rage. 

^* I muft beg to be excufed from attend- 
ing you any longer/* faid fhe, retiring with 
fome degree of precipitation. 

She was no fooner gone, than Zeluco 
ftruck his clenched fift twice^ with frantic 

violence. 
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violence^ on his forehead, and ruflied out 
of the boyfe, before Madame de Seidlifs, 
who meant to have waited on him9 had 
time to reach the rooiQ. 

The grateful heart of this we!l*difpofed 
lady was hurt when fhe underftood that 
JZeluco had left her houfe in fa much dif- 
pleafure ; and even after hearing her daugh-* 
ter's account of the fcene which had palTed 
between them^ fhe thought that Laura 
ought to have foftened her refufal, and 
bore more calmly thofe figns of vexation 
^nd difappointment which 2ieIuco had dif-« 
pUyed ; '^ Which, after all, my dear,'^ 
Added Madame de Seidlits# ^* are proofs of 
Jiis love.'^ 

^* They might have been miftaljien fo? 
pniarks of hatred," faid Laura, " and could 
not have been more difagreeable to me ha4 
J known them to be really fuch/' 

When ZelqcQ returned to his own houfe^ 

Be poured out a thoufand execrations 

{igainft the fex in general, and the pride 

^nd folly of Laura in particular ; abufed 
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big fervahts, and difplayed many of thofe 
ridiculous extravagances, which wounded 
vanity arid difappointmeni prompt men of 
peevifti and paflionatc tempers to exhibit. 
But after having fworn, raged, ftampcd, 
bounced and blafphemed for two hours to- 
gether, he recoUeded at laft, what wa? 
very obvious from the firfti that thefe ex- 
travagances would not bring him nearer 
his objefl; the fermentation excited by this 
unexpeded difappointment fettled in a 
gloomy referve, during vrhich he avoided 
fociety, and paffed great part of his time 
in meditating fome fcheme for getting Laura 
into his power, that he might at once fs^- 
tisfy his defires and his revenge. 

He once thought of cauftng her to be 
feized, forced aboard a veflel, and of paffing 
over with her to Tunis. And he had fome 
converfation with a bold enterprifing fel- 
low, who commanded a trading veflel, then 
at Naples, was well acquainted with the 
Barbary coaft, and had lived a confiderablc 
time at Tunid j this man, Zeluco had firft 
become acquainted with at Palermo, and 

bad 
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liad taken great pleafure in liftenlng to his 
adventures. He fent for him on the prefent 
occiafion, and, ftating a cafe from which 
th^ feaqian could not guefs at the fcheme 
he meditated, he founded him mth refpe^ 
to the pradicability of fome fuch plaq. 

But while his mind was agitated With 
this villanous projed, he occalionally vi- 
fited Madame de Seidlits, who, by the com- 
placency of her behaviour to him^ endea- 
voured, as much as lay in her power, to 
compenfate for that of Laura, which (he 
could not help thinking had been too harfh 
tQ a perfon who had conduced himfelf in 
fo obliging a manner to them both. And 
Ihe made no fcruple of declaring to him, 
that £he would have been better pleafed 
. that Laura had liftened more favourably 
to his fuit J which poflTibly might be 
the cafe at foiiie future period. She ad- 
vifed him, however, not to urge her far- 
ther at prefent ; adding. That (he fhould 
acquaint him as foon as (he perceived any 
Qhange iq the fentimehts of Laura in his 
favour. 

This 
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This difcourfe of Madame de Seidlits 
tended to turn the mind of Zg}uco from 
the mad and vindt£live proje£irs with which 
it was occupied, the difficulties and dan* 
gcr of which alfo became more apparent to 
himfelf as he cooled. 

But ftlll feeling himfelf in an awkward 
and mortified^ fituation, and unable to fup- 
prefs the over-boilings of wrath and indig- 
^nation at the fight qf Laura> he determined 
on making another tour through Italy, and 
perhaps through France, in the hopes that 
a variety of objedls would diffipate his vex- 
ation from the conftant contemplation of 
one. When he arrived at Rome„ he en^ 
deavoured to extinguifh a paffion which 
gave hiip unremitting pain, by plunging 
into that current of diifipation and de** 
bauchery from which he had of late ab- . 
ftained. This expedient had no better ef? 
fc€t than his rage, execrations, and blaf- 
phemy had formerly produced. Invited to 
every fplendid aflembly and magnificent 
entertainment, indulging every gratification 
of fenfci \xtfeemed to be paffing his days ia 
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joy,' an^ his nights in pleafure; but wa$ 
in reality the vidim of chagrin and of dif- 
gufL His paffion appeared tti gain frefh 
force from the eflForte made to fubdue it j 
and the lovely fprm of the virtupus Laura> 
ever prefeht in his mind, obfcured even in 
his vitiated imagination all the allurements 
of thofe meretricious chants by which he 
endeavoured to efface iu 

Unable to purfue his original plan, or 
to fupport a longer abfence from Laurai 
after pouring out a frefh torrent of exe- * 
orations againft her, he fent an apology to 

the Cardinal B ^,'^ with whom he was 

jengaged to dine, ordered poft^horfes, and 
returned to Naples with the rapidity of a 
(Courier. 

Madame de Seidlits received him with 
her ufual politenefs, but gave no hint of 
any change of fentiment on the part, of 
Laura. He had the additional mortification, 
in a fhort time, to find, that though the 
mother feldom allowed herfelf to be denied 
vrhen he called) yet it frequently happeaed 

th^t 
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that Laura did not appear during the whole 
ofhisviiit. 

While ZelucoV aim was fedu£lion> all 
that he had expected from Signora Sporza 
was connivance ; when hp was afterwards 
driven to the refolution of majjping propo- 
fals of marriage, he confidercd her media- 
tion as unneceffary, being fully convinced 
that his terms would be accepted as foon 
as made. Dif^ppointed in both his plans» 
and exceflively galled at Laura's not ap- 
pearing when he vifited her mother, he 
again had recourfe to Signora Sporza, fpoke 
highly of his admiration of her young 
friend, and ended a very pathetic harangue, 
by fwearing, That his paffion was, and had 
ever been, of the pureft and moft honour^ 
able nature, 

*' Of what other could it be, Signor ?" faid 

{he. ** Could any body fufpeft you wicked 

enough to attempt an afFair of gallantry 

,with a woman of birth, who is unmarried?'* 

He agreed that nothing could be more 
horrid than fuch an attempt ; but that he 

had 
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liad offered her his hand and fortune in 
the niofl: refpedful manner, which, to hi« 
great furprife and vexation, (he had rejeScd. 
•* It is natural," replied Signora Sporza, 
^ that you fliould be vexed on fuch an oc- 
caiion; but there are fo many inftances of 
women refufing men v^ho offer to marry 
them, that I fee . no reafon for your being 
greatly furprifed/^ It viras v«rith difficulty 
that Zeluco -could conceal the anger which 
glowed in his breaft at this obfervation of 
Signora Sporza ; after a fliort paufe, how- 
ever, he faid, There was reafon to* fear 
that Laura had conceived a prejudice againft 
him ; and entreated of Signora Sporza, with 
whom he knew that Laura was quite con- 
fidential, to advife him what was the beft 
method of removing this prejudice, and 
rendering her more favourable to his wiflies, 
. ** J know of no qualities," replied Signora 
Sporza, ** by which a man has a greater 
chat^ce of leaking a favourable impreffion 
pn the mind of Laura, than by fincerity, 
^ood temper, and benevolence; and were I 

to 
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to. offer an advice, it would be, that jdA 

&ould rely on tfaefe> asid thefe only/' 

* 

Although Signora Sporza pronounced 
this with a Ceiious countenancei the irony 
did not efcape the obfcrvation of Zeluco : 
without feeming to take notice of it, lie 
laid it up in his memory, and thanked her 
for her good counfel ; adding. That he was 
forry to perceive that Laura feldom ap-^ 
. peared when he vifited Madame de Seidlits; 
that probably this happened from her fuf- 
peding that he would renew his fuit ; he 
begged that Signora Sporza would aflfure 
her, that he intended not to'teafe her with 
folicitations j but that he catneftly wiflied 
for the happinefs of being received by Ma- 
dame de Seidlits on the general footing of 
a friend : which he could not think was the 
cafe, when any of her family thought them- 
felves obliged to beabfent when he vifited 
her. 

Signora Sporza was fo pleafed with the 
apparent reafonablenefs and humility^ <tf 
this requeft, that the rancour and indigna- 
tion which lurked in the breaft of him who 

made 
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4nade it, entirely doded her notice* She 
pramifed to acquaint her 'friends with mhikt 
be haul faid; and the following day fent 
2^1iK0 ati itavitation to meet thecn ,both at 
jber hoi^« 

Maflime de Seidlits joined wkh Signwa 
Sponta in mprtfenting' to Laura, that l^re 
nM tno nec^ifity &r her behaving with pe^ 
culkrre&rve to Zeliico after the declamioa 
he bad made; and fhe agreed to behave as 
they required, "wiihout arguing the point i 
although (he would have been infinitely 
, better pleafed to have kept herfelf fecluded 
from the company of Zeluco. 

Zeluco now had frequent opportunities of 
being in company with the object of hia 
wiflies. He paffed whole evenings with 
the mother and daughter, attentively fludied 
the charaders of both, and endeavoured to 
adapt his behaviour, and every fentiment 
he uttered, to what he thought would pleafe 
them moft; and notwithftanding the re- 
ilraint to which this obliged him to fubmit* 
he had, on the whole, a fenfation in their 

company 
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company ipore agreeable than in ady other 
fociety however jovial or voluptuous. And 
had ndt his own character been intrinfically 
vicious> the continuation of the felf«com- 
mand he was thus obliged to afTume, and 
the efforts he made to pleafe» might, per- 
haps have effedled a favourable change in 
his own difpofition* For nothing is more 
powerful in alluring the heart of man to 
virtue^ than the fociety of aihiablC) accom^ 
plifhed) and virtuous women* 
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CHAP. XXXV. 



•——Novas artet I nova peAore verfat 
Concilia^ Vir©. 



TT was alreadf remarked, that a portion 
of vanity formed part of the charader 
of Madame de Seidlits, and fometimes ob- 
fcured the luftre of her heft qualities; 
fhe veas apt too frequently in converfation 
to introduce. the names of perfons of very 
high ranki vrith whom her hufband had 
been intimate in Germany, and who had 
occaliooally vifited her when fhe refided 
in that country. She paid a minute atten- 
tion to the ornaments of her perfon, and 
fometimes adopted a ftyle of drefs which 
fuited her better at an earlier period of her 
life. Having been diftinguifhed for beauty 
in her youth^ of which there were fome 
remains, fhe feemed more pleafed with the 
ihare which ihe dill retained, than fenfible 
Vol. L X tbat 
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that far the larger portion was fled. Thi^ 
error in calculation many women fall into 
who have not the good qualities of Ma- 
dame de Seidfits' to cbmpenfate it) for her 
general deportment was genteel and ele- 
gant, her temper icheerfui and complacent, 
her dirpoiition benevolent and generous. 

In Laurel Zeluco obferved a depth of 
reflexion and folidity, of underftandingy 
which he thought incompatible with hqr 
fex, and is very uncom'mpn at her age. 
This was joine4 to an elegant firoplicity^of 
manner, and a total want of afFedation, 
equally uncoprtion ; ever ready to remark| 
and fond , of difplaying;, the accomplifh- 
ments of others, fhe feeoied infefifible of 
thofe with which flie ' liijrfelf was fo emi- 
nently adorned.; ^ ' . 

N6 daughter ever had a ftronger fenfe* 
than Laura of what fhe owed to her mother; 
the affedionate care and folicitude with 
which Madame de Seidlits had watched 
ever her infancy, and the unceafing atten- 
tion fhe beflowed on ]&er through life, 
were, ia the mind of this young lady; 
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4iyigations nevaerito be repaid} aod inde- 
jpendent of all feiife.of obligation or filial 
duty, ihe had a high eftcem for her mo^ 
ther's jierfonal qualiue^; Neither gratitude 
hof efte?m, however, prevented her feeing 
the weakneffea above enumerated:- her 
tlearn^ft pf fight was to her, in thi? parti- 
cular/, a fource of uqeafinefa*: and if fhe 
/ufpeded any oth^r perfon of being equally 
cleat-%hted, ihe could not help feeling ^ 
tempoxary diflike to that perfoh. ; A3 oftej* 
^3 any of the little failings above entinje- 
tated began to make their appearance^ {he 
iendeavovired, with all the tddreft in lier 
power/ to turn away the attention of the 
company/ and with theirs, fhe would have 
been gldd had it been in her power to have 
turned jtwiy her own. 
'. But it was her happinefs to refiefl: lipon^ 
and her delight to difplay, every graceful 
and good quality that belonged to her mo- 
ther. Eafy eveii to ihdifFerence about the 
fconunon forms of refpedl when they re- 
garded herfelfi fhe had a jealous fenfibi-^ 
X « lit/ 
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lity of the imaUeft negled or want of at- 
tcatioD to her mother. 

Zeluco remarked this peeuliartty in the 
charader of Laura ; he (aw that the com* 
pliments he fometimes ventured to pay to 
herfelf were always heard with indifference^ 
and fometimes with difguft, while every 
juft and weIl*founded compliment paid to 
her mother feemed to give pleafure to the 
* daughter : dediniogt therefore, the beaten 
road of infinuation, he tried to gain accefs 
to the heart of the one by the praifes be 
beftowed on the other. 

It behoved him» however^ to be on bia 
guard, in what manner, and on what occ||-« 
{ion, he riiked his compliments;. it was 
neceflary that they fhould feem at once 
juft and a-propos. He once miftook his 
aim fo far as to compliment Madaipe de 
Seidlits for a quality (he certainly did ftof 
poflcfs, and was inftantly warned of his 
error by fuch a glance of indignation from 
the cxpreffive eye of Laura, as prevented 
his ever fepeating it. 

But 
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But as often sfs, on proper occafions, he 
Mmarked with juftice and delicacy on the 
good and amiable qualities that r^^/^ belong- 
ed to Madame de Seidlits, which he fre- 
quently did with equal penetration and ad- 
drefSi it was evident that Laura lifiened 
with looks of more complacency than flie 
ever difplayed when he fpoke on any other 
Yubjed. He acquired by ftudy and ufe 
itich a mafterly manner of dwelling on this 
favourite theme, that Laura's averfion be- 
gan to diminiih; and ihe could not help 
feeling fentiments of approbation and 
good will to the pcrfon who furnifhed her 
with fo fweet a fource of enjoyment. 

This alteration in the fentiments of 
Laura was obferved with more pleafure by 
her. mother than by Signora Sporza, whofe 
eileem for Laura and her diflike of Ze- 
luco had increafed with her acquaintance 
with both. Her diffike of the latter, how- 
ever, did not proceed entirely from her 
own penetration ; (he had received fuch an 
account of him from a female correfpondent 
at Palermo, as confirmed and greatly aug- 
X 3 mented 
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xnented her original -ill opinion, atadfnl^f} 
her averfe to the idea of his ever beconvmg 
the huiband of her young friend, notwiih-? 
ftanding the temptation in point of fortune 
for fuch an alliance. But being convinced 
that her mentioning h?r fentiments on this 
fubjeft to the mother or daughter, would 
prevent their ever again having any con- 
nexion with Zeluco, ihe therefore wag 
filent ; at the fame time determined, if it 
ihould be neceflary, to fpeal? iu fuiEcient 
time. 

But although Signora Sporza concealed 
from Madame de Seidlits and her daughter 
the opinion flie had of Zeluco, her real 
fentiments were detected by the jealous 
and penetrating eyes pf the man himfelf. 
There is perhaps no fentiment which it ii 
fo difficult to conceal from the perfon who 
is the objpd of it, as violent hatred: a mo- 
derate adept in the art of diffimulationniay 
impofe on thofe for whom he feels nq 
efteem, or whom he even holds in; con- 
tempt; and, if he has an intereft in it, 
may perfuade them that he has a high re- 
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fpeGt or even veneration for them; this, 
in fome meafure, accounts for fo many 
people of the higheft rank being ignorant 
of the truie rate at which they are eftimated. 
For the indications of contempt are eafiljr 
reftrained, and thofe of admiration as eafily 
alTumed ; but it requires the powers of a 
finiftied hypocrite to hide hatred or averfion. 
Such ftrong feelings it is difficult to con- 
trol, arid prevent their difcovering them^ 
lelves by fome involuntary appearance in 
the countenance or manner. It is not fur- 
prifing, therefore, that Zeluco became fully 
convinced that Signora Sporza had a very 
unfavourable opinion of him, and was 
averfe to his ever fucceeding with Laura* 
The rancour which gathered in his breaft 
on this difcovery, was of the moft deadly 
kind ; but he endeavoured to hide it till he 
ihould find a proper occafion of giving it 
vent; arid being, notwithftanding her fex, 
a better diflembler than Signora Sporza, he 
for a long time f^cceeded. 
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Fall oft by holy feet our ground was trod. 
Of clerks good pfcnty here you mote cfpy. 
^ A little, round, fat, oily man of God, 
Was one I chiefly mark'd among the fry : 
He had a roguifb twinkle in his eye. 
And fbone all glittering with ungodly dew. 
If a tight damfel chaunc'd to trippen by; 
Which when obferv'd, he fbrunk into bis mew, , 
And ftraight would recoiled bis piety anew. 

Thoi^sok. 

A LTHOUGH Zeluco perceived with 
pleafure the change which had taken 
place in Laura's behaviour to him, he did 
not chufe to rely entirely on his own ad- 
drels ; but as he now believed that he had 
no aid to expeft from Signora Sporza, he 
refolved to feek other allies, and even at- 
tenipted to draw them from the church it- 
felf ; a quarter in which one would think 
he had little iniereft. 

Father Mulo was an ecclefiaftic, more 
reniarkable for the rigidity of his manners 
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and opinioQ8» than the dq>tfa of his intd* 
ieds. — Father Pedro was a monk of a dif* 
fereat order, indulgent ia his difpofitiiuit 
agreeable in cQaverTation^ naturally ihrewdy 
;and what piety he poiTeiTed was far from 
being of a morofe kind* He had adopted 
the eccleiiaftical profeflion from neceflity 
not inclination, and he endeavoured to af*- 
fume in air of gravity and felf* denial, which 
was equally difcordant with the turn of his 
mindf the rotundity of his perfon, and to 
his rofy complexion, all of which announced 
him Epicuri de grege porcus. The warmth 
of Father Pedro's conftttution had formerly 
drawn him into fome fcrapes from which 
it required all his addrefs to difengage him- 
felff and rendered him exceedingly cautious 
ever after. He had behaved with peculiar 
circumfpedion ever fince he had been at 
Naples ; and being a man of more under- 
4*o^iog ^han moft of his brethren, he was 
chofen by Signora Sporza as her father con- 
feflbr, and through her recommendation 
he now aded in the fame capacity to her 
two friends, in preference to Father Mulo, 

who 
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^bo was their rehtioii. la a iKort time, 
Father Pedro, whoic manners were gpntle 
and iaiinuating,!. gained the entire confi« 
fdence of Madame de Seidlit«, and was ra- 
ther well thought of by her daughter. Fa- 
ther Mulo was by no means pleafed with 
the choice his relations had made, yet as 
they behaved to him in all other refpeds 
with much deference and attention, no open 
breach took place between the Father and 
liny of them on this account, 

Zeluco having informed himfelf'of the 
pharafter of thofe two monks, and knowing 
their cbnnedion with Madame de Seidlits, 
he thought it might be of importance tQ 
gain them to his intereft. 

He began with Father Pedro, whofe fa- 
vour he endeavoured to acquire by all the 
addrefs and powers of infinuation he was 
mafter of, fetting out by chufing him for 
his ghoftly father ; and to the gentle pen- 
nance which he enjoined for the venial 
faults which Zeluco thought it expedient to 
confefs, he frequently impofed upon him- 
felf a mulct In money, which he delivered 
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into tile hands of t^ieFathef, to be appUe4 
to whatever pious life b^ thought proper. 

This behaviour on the part of Zeluco gav^ 
great fatisf^Sion to father Pedro, who not 
only received his vifits with pleafure at his 
ponvent, but more frequently waited upo^ - 
bim at Zeluco's houfe. 

After a pretty free repaft, during whiclij 
the Father difplayed much good humou? 
^nd jovialnefs, Zeluco feizing what he 
thought a lucky moment, informed him of 
Jiis paffion for Laura. 

This gboftly Father affuredly had never 
i«[iagined, that the fudden veneration which 
Zelqco profeffed for him, proceeded eithei^ 
from an admiration of his chara&er or 
countenance ; on the contrary, he- had all 
^long fufpeded its real fource. He was not 
a man of very great delicacy of fentiment^ 
2ind certainly was not troubled with preju* ^ 
dices of a fuperftitious nature ; yet there 
were occafions on which he thought it ex- 
pedient to afFed; as much terror for the 
horns of Satan as his brother Mulo was 
really imprefled with. Zeluco had no fooner 
13 mentioned 
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mentioned his paffion for Laura, than the 
Monk ftarced as if a cuWerin had uocxped* 

edly exploded at his ear, dir|>laying as 
much aftonifhcnent and horror in his coun- 
tenance, as if the devil had appeared before 
him in full uniform* with his cloven feet, 
longeft tail, and largeft pair of horns. 

^ *^ What is the matter with you, my good 
Father ?*' faid Zeluco j ** do you perceive 
any thing unnatural or extraordinary in my 
defiring to be united in holy wedlock with 
a virtuous and beautiful young lady ?*' 

The Father, although he had long per- 
ceived Zeluco's fondnefs for Laura, had tlc- 
ver beard of his propofing marriage to her, 
nor had he any idea that fuch was his ift« 
tention. , When Zeluco mentioned his lov€, 
the Father took it for gratited that he was 
about to requeft his aid on a different fyf- 
tem > but finding that he- really injinded 
marriage, the Monk began to imaginfilfeajt 
he had played off .his pantoinin^e a U^I^ 
inadvertently, and was at a lofg how to 
give a plaufible account of his own affeAed 
furprife j he endeavoured to colour it, how^ 

CTCh 
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cveri as well as ht could, by faying, That 
as his bufinefs with Zeluco was of a fpl-' 
ritual nature, he could not help being very 
much furprifed at the mention of a thing fo 
cliSFerent from what he was accuftomed-to 
have any concern in. 

" I do humbly hope, my worthy Father/' 
(aid Zeluco, " that you will think you have 
a natural concern ia this, as I can aflurc 
you my happinefs liot only in this world, 
but very poffibly in the next, depends oa 
toy being able to prevail on this young lady 
to accept of my hand ; for my heart is fa 
fiKed upon her, that I do not know what 
defperate meafurea I may be drove to if flie 
coQtinues obftinately to refufe me," 

The Monk feemed to foften by degrees; 
ZelCiCD gave liim a full account of the pro- 
pb&Ia he had made, the fettlements he had 
offered, Laura's unaccountable obftirtacy ; 
concluding by informing the Monk, that 
he had laid apart a fum of money which* 
in cafe of fuccefs in his honourable pro- 
pofals, he would requeft the Father to aq^ 

cept. 
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cept, ftnd appropriate to whatever pu>u<i 
or ufeful purpofe he thought mofl; cxpcdi-i 
cnt } but on this exprefs condition, that it 
ffiould remain an everlafting fecret to alt 
tl^e reft of the world ; *' becaufei'' added 
ie, •' an oftetitatious difpby of fuch dona^ 
^ooft deftroy^i in my opinion^ any little 
merit there may be in making them/t 

The Father agreed to this laft conditiocf 
with fome feeming difficulty, pratfed Ze- 
luco*^ modefty ?nd <:haritable difpafitiooj 
fthd-6nally aflfured him of all ^ the a^li^ancft 
in his power. ^* In the firft placej*' faid 
he, *' I will ufe my influence out of £r|end- 
fliip^to you t fecondlyj from the regard I 
have for Madame de Seidlits and the youn^ 
lady herfelf^ who fo perverfely oppofes heif 
own happinefs; and laftly,. ^nd above all^ 
I will ufe my intereft in your faV9ur for.the 
fake of religion and the podr$ as both mutt 
be benefited by the fuccefs of youir honour* 
able views/' 

This Ecclefiaflic, partly from probity an4 
partly from prudence, would have rejedled 
a bribe to affift in any project which ht 

thought 
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thought wicked or onlawful, but tie had 
no fcniple in allowing himfelf to be; well 
rewarded for doing what he appq>ved, ao^ 
would, of himfelf, have been happy to 
promote without any bribe at alL 

\ Indeed he had no notion that Madame d« 
Seidlits, or her daughter^ had a feriou^ 
intention of flanding out againft; a match 
which he thought fo advantageous for both^ 
He imputed their refufal to afFedation, ca- 
price, or a defire of indulging a few femi* 
nine airs ; and he had a meaner opinion of 
Zduco's underftanding, on account of his 
being in this manner the dupe of a little 
iemale vanity. 

And fo impatient was he^ 4hat the pooi" 
ihould reap the fruits of Zeluco's prp- 
mifed libeftility, that the firft time he 
fouBd Madame de Seidlits alone, he CX'- 
preffed much furprife that fhe had never 
told him of Zeluco's addreffes to her 
daughter, 

Madame de Seidlits replied, That after 
Laura had given her negative, fhe thought 
it beft not to jooiention a fubjed which 

xnigbfi 
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might be difagreeable to Signbr T^eluccft 
and tiras fo foreign td thofe in which the 
Father was ufually employed. 

•* It is true,** replied Pedro, " I am 
principally interefted in your fpiritual con- 
cerns, but by no means indifferent to the 
temporal welfare of your family/' 

Madame de Seidlits then informed him 
pf all the particulars. 

«* I have fuch an opinion of Signora 
Laura^s filial duty and afFedion/' faid Pe- 
dro, ** that I am convinced, if you were 
to prefs this matter earneftly upon her, fhe 
would confent.** 

«♦ It is not impoffible but fhe might,** 
faid Madame dc Seidlits, " for which rca- 
fon I fhall be particularly careful not to 
prefs her.*^ 

Father Pedro cxpreffed aftoniihment at 
her taking fo little concern in an aflFair of 
fuch importance to her daughter's happi- 

nefs. 

** It is becaufe it is of fo much import- 
ance to her happinefs that I leave it to her 
own judgnjent,** faid Madame de Seidlits ; 

«* Laura 
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•* Laura is endowed with prudence and 
good fenfei and fhe is certainly the H^efl 
judge of her own feelings ; if Zeluco ever 
becomes more agreeable to her, importunity 
would be fuperfluous ; and if he does nor» 
it would be cruel : befides, I have given 
her my word never to urge her on the fiib- 
je£t, and I will afTuredly adhere to my en-> 
gagemeat." 



Vol. I. Y 
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CHAP, xxxyir, 

For he a rope of fand could twift. 

As tough as learned Sorbonift^ 

And weave fine cp^webs, fit for fcull 

That's empty when ^be moon b full s . 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That's to be let unfurniflied. BuTIfiR* 

npliE Father was prevented from rfeply, 
by Laura's entering the roonx with 
Father Mulo. Before any account is given 
of the converfaiion which this venerable 
man introduced, it is neceffary to throw a 
retrofpeftive glance on incidents which oc- 
curred long before j from this an idea may 
be formed of the charaders of Cdlonel 
Seidlits, and others, connefted with our 
purpofe. 

Without recapitulating the eircumftances 
by which the Colonel and his lady became 
firft acquainted, it is fufficient to obferve, 
that their marriage tobk place* before the 

Father 
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Father knew any thing of the matter; but 
he exprelfed infinite concern, and probably 
felt fomet on hearing that his relation was 
the wife of a heretic. When flie went 
with her hufbaixd to Germany, the zealous 
Father continued from tinle to time to re- 
mind her in his letters, of the dangers fhe 
incurred in a land of herefy, and furnifhed 
her with the beft arguments he had at his 
difpofal, to enable her to adhere to the re- 
ligion in which fhe was bred, ftimulating 
her at the fame time to attempt the conver* 
fion of her hufband, by which flie would 
iacquire immortal glory, efFe£t her hufband's 
ialvatioUj and fecure to herfelf the comfort 
of his company both in this life and that 
which is to come. 

The Father being infinitely delighted 
With both the ftyle and argments of thofe 
letters, he could tiot deny himfelf the gra- 
tification of (hewing copies of them to 
feveral of his acquaintance, and as the in- 
tention of (hewing them could not be 
miftaken, his acquaintance in general were 
good-natured enough to praife -them to the 
Y 2 ' Mpnk'^ 
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Mook*8 coatentment; one old maiden aunt 
of Madame de Seidlits's, however, whofe 
zeal for religion and hatred to heretics in- 
creafed with her years, Teemed to approve 
of the correfpondencc lefs than any other 
perfon to whofe infpedion he had fubmitted 
it. When Father Mulo hinted this to her, 
(he told himt that (he was fo provoked at 
the odious heretic who had feduced her 
niece, that it was not in her power to 
wifli in earned for his converfion, for (he 
could not bear even to hear his name men- 
tioned ; and (he was very certain (he fliould 
faint at the fight of him whenever fhe met 
him, were it even in HeaveuA 

But the Father had too much ardour foi? 
making converts, to follow the fuggeftions' 
of this virgin ; he therefore continued to 
tranfmit fuch morfels of eloquence a$, in 
his opinion, could not fail to operate the 
converfion of Colonel Seidlits. 

But the reverend Father's zeal being far 

more confpicuous than his arguments were 

convincing, Madame de Seidlits never 

thought proper to communicate them to 

10 her 
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her huft)and ; while he, on his part, feft 
his lady, without moleftation, in the full 
enjoyment of her religious opinions, and 
at perfect liberty to worlhip God in the 
manner which her confcience approved. 
This he had promifed when he married 
'her, and he would have thought it incon^- 
liftent with honour to have tried to bring 
her over to his own perfuafion, even al- 
though he had been certain of fucceeding. 
The Colond has been blamed for this by 
many zealous Proteftants; we do not mean 
to approve oj cenfure his condud in this 
particular, but only mention the fad, leav- 
ing it to better judges to decide whether 
he was blame- worthy or not. 

.Madame de Seidlits herfelf, who.wa« 
pleafed with all her huiband^s behaviour to 
her, was peculiarly delighted with what 
ihe called his delicacy in this point; and 
when Father Mulo infiffed peremptorily 
in one of his letters, on knowing whether 
fixe had ever made any attempt to convert 
her hufband, or had fhewn him the forci- 
ble reafoning contained in his letters to 
Y3 hers 
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her ; fhe was obliged to acknowledge that • 
fhe had done neither, and gave for her 
leafony that her hufband having left her at 
liberty on the fubjeft of religion^ (he thought 
it would be a bad requital in her to teafe 
him. 

Father Mqlo, in anfwer, endeavoured to 
demonftrate the weakncfs of that argument. 
It is not neceflary to tranfcribe the whole 
of the Father's letter ; the following para- 
graph will, in all probability} be thought. 
fufHcij^nt : 

*• It was natural enough in you, my 
dear Madam, to apprehend that your own 
arguments would be too feeble to convince 
your hufbahd; but it is furprifing that you 
do not perceive, that thofe I provided you 
with are of a, very different nature; in- 
deed, they are fuch as feldom fail to per- 
fuad.e even the weakeft minds. From this 
you may judge what impreffion they would 
make on a perfon of fuch good fenfe as you 
defcribe your hufband to be. 

** You fay, that it would be improper in 
you to teafe /&m, begaufe he never attempt^ 

to 
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to iifhirhyou^ nor allows any other perfoa 
to trouble you on the fubjed of religion : 
but you do not diftingoifli, niy dear Madam, 
the great difference between the two cafes. 
For your hufband, indeed, to make any at- 
tempt, or to allow any to be made by 
others, for the purpofe of feducing you. 
from your religion to his, would not only 
be improper, but alfo highly criminal, and. 
for this very fuflScient reafon, becaufe it is 
criminal to dranv any perfon whatever from . 
truth to falfehood. But for you to labour, 
without ceafing, to prevail on your deluded 
Jiulband to abjure his own faith and adopt 
yours, is in the higheft degree meritorious; 
becaufe ^it is highly meritorious to lead any 
perfon whatever , and foi^ fnore a beloved^ 
hujband^ from falfehood to truths or from 
darknefs to light. 

" After having cleared up this point, 
I have only juft to hint, that inftead of 
reafoning upon what I inform you it is 
your duty to do, your fafeft courfe, my 
deareftxpufm, will, for the future, be to 
perform it implicitly, for reafoning is by 
Y 4 no 
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no means what you fhine in : and, al* 
though you are generally allowed to be 
endowed with very good common fenfe^ 
and fufficient underftanding to condud: 
common affairs j take my word for it, your 
immortal foul is of too much confequence 
to be entrufted in your own hands.'' 

This remonftrance had not the effed 
which, in Father Mulo's opinion, fuch 
forcible reafoning and fuch rational re- 
quefts ought to have produced. What cpn- 
^ tfibuted, perhaps, to render Madame de 
Seidlits the more unwilling to touch on fuch 
fubjeds, was an incident of which fhe was 
informed about the very time when th^ 
IVlonk was urging her fo earncflly. 
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CHAP, XXXVIIL 

«^ No fooner could a hint appear. 

But up he ftarted to picqueer. 
And made the ftouteft yield to mercy. 
When he engaged in controverfy. 
Not by the force of carnal reafon^ 
3ut indefatigable teazing. BuTXBR. 

A Young Proteftant clergyinan, a diftant 
relation of Colonel de Seidlits, came 
about this time to Berlin, He had applied 
himfelf with ardour to the ftudy of con- 
troverfy. He was diftinguifhed' by^ his 
wonderful faculty of creating difputes where 
they were lead expeded^ 'and by his in- 
vincible courage in maintaining them when 
begun: he often aflerted, and with truth, 
that he had never yielded an argument ia 
his life. He was greatly admired for the 
flow of his pulpit eloquence, and the force 
of his reafoning, by all who were previ- 
oufly of his own opinion. The longer 

this 
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this happy ecclefiaftic livedo he Teemed tQ 
be the more confirmed in the favourable 
impreffion which, from his boyilh years, 
he entertained of his own talents, and in his 
contempt for thofe of others; and be- 
came at length fo powerful in felf-conceit, 
that he would, without hefitation, have en- 
gaged a whole conclave of his adverfaries, 
being convinced not only that he could 
overturn all their Arguments, but that the 
prejudices of education, the confiderations 
of intereft, and the allurements of ambi- 
tion, muft all yield to the irrefiftible ftrength 
of his demonftration. 

This gentleman was fometimes invited to 
dinner by Colonel Seidlits, aqd was made 
welcome by his lady as often as fhe faw 
company in the evening. 

In return for thofe civilities, he, thought 
it incumbent on him to point out to her 
the abfurdities of the Popifli religion, as 
preparatory to her converfioa to Calvinifm. 
With this view he was apt to introduce 
queftions of a c^ntroverfial nature, and at 
one lime threw out a faeer at the dodrine 

•of 
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of tranfuhftantiation la the prefence of Ma- 
dame de Seidlits. 

This was repeated by one of the com- 
pany to Colonel Seidlits, who, the next 
time he faw the clergyman alone, faid to 
him mildly, ** I am not certain, ray good 
Sir, whether I ever informed you that my 
wife is of the Roman Catholic church/' 

*' You never informed me/' replied the 
other; ** but it is long fince I knew that ' 
Madame de Seidlits had that misfortune/' 

" You may, if you pleafe, leave her 
misfortunes to thofe who are more naturally 
concerned in them," faid the Colonel ; ^^ but 
finceyou knew of what I was in hopes 
you had been ignorant, I own I am fur- 
prifed that you could fpeak of one of the 
articles of her faith in the manner you did, 
in her prefence." 

*' I recoiled what you allude to,'* faid 
the clergyman ; ** but really the article in 
queftion is fo abfurd and incomprehenfible, 
that it is impoflible to mention it otherwife 
than in terms of derilion. " 

*^ Pray/' 
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'' Pray/' replied the Colonel, *^ do you 
believe in all the dodrines to be found in 
the public crfeeds and form-ularies of our 
own church I'* 

*^ That I do," replied the Divine; *' and 
would die at the ftake, were it neceffary^ 
avowing them/* 

" Then I hope you have a better tea-' 
ion for thinking t^-s^qfubftantiation ab- 
furd, than merely its being incomprehea- 

fibie r* 

. ** There is no article in any of the 
Proteiiant creeds Jo incomprehenfibic as 
that you mention/' replied the Divine. 

*^ I. did not know there were degrees in 
iacamprehenfibility/' faid the Colonel ; ** if 
there is any propofition which I am quite 
unable to comprehend, it wilj be difRcalt . 
to ftate another which I can comprehend 
lefs/^ ' 

." I will undertake to make you compre- 
hend diftindly every article of the creeds 
you allude to," faid the Divine, with an, 
undaunted air. 

" Rathei: 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ Z E L U C O, 349 

4 

*' Rather than impofe fuch a ta£k upon 
you,'^ faid the Colonel, ** allow me to con- 
tinue to believe them without fully com- 
prehending them/' 

** Well, Colonel, you will do as yoU' 
jdeafe 5 but furely it would afford you great 
fatisfadion if your lady could be prevaikd 
on to embrace the fame religion that you- 
profefs.** 

<* No ; I cannot fay it would,'* replied 
the Colonel, coldly. 

" Good God ! that feems very unac- . 
countable ; will you be fo good as to tell 
me your reafon f " faid the other. 

** Becaufe the thing cannot happen, Sir, 
without either my changing my religion, 
and I intend no fuch thing, or 6y my en- 
dcavduring to perfuade my wife to change 
her's, which I have folemnly promifed never 
to do : be fides, I am certain that Madame de 
Seidlits is an amiable woman, and a moil; 
excellent wife, with the religion (he pro* 
fefles ; and there is no knowing what alter- 
ation a change of fentiments might make." 

'' What 
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^* What alteration, but a favourable one# 
can accrue from renouncing one of the 
i^rorft religtons in the world for the beft ?" 

•' As to which is the worft, and whicb 
the beft,'^ laid Seidlits, " the world is much 
divided.'* 

*' The Proteftarit religion is gaining 
ground every day/* faid the Clergymani 
^* and there is reafon to hope, that in a 
fhdrt time there ^111 be more Prdteftants 
in the world than Papifts/' 

" That to be fure is very comfortable 
liews," faid the Colonel j " but it can have 
no great wfeight iti the prefent argument ; 
becaufe, ever fince the beginning of the 
world, there have been greater numbers de* 
voted to falfe religions than to the truej 
iand even now, if the queftion were to ht 
decided by a plurality of voices^ the reli- 
gion of Mahoniet might perhaps carry the 
palm both from the Proteftant and Romaa 
Catholic/' 

" But you ycurfelf are a Proteftant ?— 

yoS at leaji prefer the Proteftant form of 

3 worftiip 
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worfhip to all others?" faid the Clergy- 
man. 

** I certainly prefer no other f<>rm of 
worfhip to the Proteftant,*' replied the- 
Colonel. 

" Then I fhould be glad to know," faid 
the Clergy mans with a triumphant airt 
** wherefore you prefer no other ?— the fame 
arguments which convinced you, might 
convince your lady.'* 

** No/' faid the Colonel ; *' that they 
could not." 

" Why fo?'' laid the Clergyman. " By 
what powerful arguments were you per** 
fuaded to adhere to the Proteftdnt reli** 
gion r 

** By this powerful argument,'* replied 
, the Colonel, ^^ that I was born in Berlin^ 
and bred at Koniogiberg.'* 

** That anfwer fmells of infidelity, Co- 
lonel, and implies that you confider religion 
merely as an affair of geography, and of 
little or no importance in the world," faid 
the Clcrgyinan* 
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** It implies more than I intended then/'* 
replied Seidlits ; *^ for although I do think 
that nine hundred and ninety-nine in i, 
thou(and of mankind are determined in the 
religion they profefs by the place of their 
birth and education ; I do not infer from 
thencet that religion is of no importance:' 
on the contrary, I am convinced^ that thofe 
Tvho cherifti religipn, perform the relative 
duties of life in the mod confcientious 



manner/' 



•' So you put all religions on the fame 
footing ?" faid the Clergyman. 

" By no means," anfwerei Seidlits; '*! 
know indeed of no religion which does not 
inculcate morality ; but as I hive not had 
any opportunity of obferving the influence 
of other religions on men's conduct, I 
fpeak qf the Chriftian religion -only ;— 
which, if I am. not miftaken, contributes 
greatly to render mankind beuer and hap-» 
pier even in this life/' 

** You fpeak of the reformed religion, I 
prefumc/* faid the Clergyman j '' for as 

to 
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to the abfurd tenets of the Roman Catholic 
creed, it is impoffible for you, or any man 
of fenfe, to refped: them.'* 

. V I fpeak not of the creeds which, firice 
the Chriftian sera, have been compofed by 
the fathers of either church,'* replied the 
Colonel ; *' I have not leifure, perhaps not 
underftanding fufficient to weigh or com- 
pare them with due precifion. My obfer- 
vation regards only the precepts given, and 
the example fet, by the Author of Chrifti- 
anity himfelf, and in which both churches 
are agreed. The good efFed which a due 
impreffion of thofe divine precepts has 
upon the mind feems, I confefs, very evi- 
dent to me, whether the individuals on 
which it operates are Roman Catholics or 
Proteftants.*' 

** That you, by accident, have met with 
Roman Catholics who were reckoned good 
moral men, I fhall not difpute," faid the 
Minifter ; ** but that any part of their 
goodnefs proceeded from their religiop, is 
what I can never admit." 

Vol, I. Z H Why 
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" Why not ?" faid the Colonel ; « the 
moral precepts of both religions are the 
fame." 

** The fpirit of thofe who profefs them 
arc very diflFerent, however/' refumed the 
Mimfter. ** When did the Proteftant^ dif- 
play the fame fpirit of perfecution that the 
Papifts have fo often done ?" 

** Let us remember,*' * replied Seidlits, 
^' that the church of Rome was cftabliflied 
in power when the firft reformers began to 
attack its dodrines; that an attack on its 
dodrines endangered the power and riches 
of its clergy*: that it is natural for man- 
kind» when thpy have long been in poflef- 
fion of power and wealth, to be exceed- 
ingly unwilling to relinquiftx them ; and 
the clergy do not form an exception to this 
general rule : they, as well as others, are 
apt to be extremely angry with thofe who 
attempt to difpoffefs them ; befides, let us 
recollefl:, that all eftablifhed governments 
think they have a right to ufe feverities 
againft revolting fubjeds, whatever good 
'I ' grounds 
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grcmnds thofe fubjedks have had for revolt- 
ing, — -and——" 

^' But remember," interrupted the Cler- 
gyman, " the perfidy and cruelty difplayed 
by the Roman Catholics in the maflacre of 
St. Bartholomew — think of the (hocking- 
reign of the gloomy bigoted Philip, and 
the enormities of his unrelenting general 
the Duke of Alva/* 

" I do think of them with horror/' faid 
the Colonel, " and I have no mind to pal- 
liate fuch dreadful inftances of human wick- 
ednefs and delufion. I only meant to hint, 
that thofe ought not to have credit for 
not difplaying the fame fpirit who were 
not in pofTeflion of the fame power. I am 
willing to believe, however, that with 
equal power they would not have commit* 
ted equal excefles ; though I am forry to 
fay, that inflances might be mentioned, 
which create a fufpicion that more power 
would have perverted the fpirit of fome of 
the moft diftinguiOied reformers, and might 
poffibly have the fame efFe<a on their fuc- 
Z 8 ccffors. 
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ceffors. It 18 ^therefore fortunate for the 
clergy of Holland, Switzerland, fome parts 
of Germany, and other countries in Europe, 
that there is little danger of their degene- 
rating from that caufe." 

^^ i doubt much, whether that is a for- 
tunate circumftance," replied the Clergy- 
man ; " for although riches, power, and 
pomp have a mifchievous effc6t when pro- 
ftituted to the unworthy, yet they are fuit- 
able to the chara£ter we bear of the ambaf- 
fadors of Heaven, and might give more 
weight to our admonitions.'* 

** Power and wealth are the great cor- 
rupters of the human heart/' faid Seidlits, 
" and might fpread their baneful influence 
even to the ambajjadors themfelves ; in 
which event, in lieu of that fpirit of tole- 
ration, benevplence, and humility^ which 
diftinguiflies them at prefent ; a great ac- 
ceffion of power and riches might gradu- 
ally in/fpire them with pride and ambition, 
and render them at laft little better than fo 
many cardinals and popes/' 

♦' Never, 
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^^ Never, never>'' cried the Clergyman ; 
•* the fpirit of Proteftantifm is too averfc to 
any fuch alteration." 

" The fpirit of human nature, however, 
has a mighty tendency that way,*' faid 
Sqidlits. 

** Learning and deep reflexion correft 
the depraved tendencies of our nature/' re- 
fumed the Ecclefiaftic, ** and leave the 
mind equally free from the degrading ab- 
furdities of fuperftition, and the impious 
fophiftry of fcepticifm/' 

^* That is a ftate of mind devoutly to be 
wiflied," faid Seidlits. 

** Is it not ?" cried the Parfon with ex- 
ultation 5 " you yourfelf allow that fuper- 
ftition is degrading to the mind of man," 
continued he. 

*' I do/' replied the Colonel ; *' and the 
more readily, tis I never faid it was other- 
wife." 

" Well, I will now prove to you, that 

icepticifm is as uncomfortable as the other 

is degrading : I hope you have no preffing 

bufinefs at prcfent/' continued the Parfon, 

Z 3 •* becaufe. 
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^* becaufe, to put the fubje6: in a clear 
light, it will be ncceffary to divide it into 
three heads, and then fubdivide each of 
thefe into four principal branches. 

** To begin then with the firft and moft 
important of thofe three heads, 
' " Any degree of doubt or uncertainty^ 
particularly on matters of high importance^ 
has been confidered in all ages as irkfome, 
and '* 

*' I afk pardon for interrupting you,!i 
faid the Colonel ; ** it is only to know whe- 
ther you mean to prove, ihat to a well* 
difpofed mind a ftate of certainty is more 
agreeable than any degree of doubt on 
religious fubjedls ?" 

** That is precifely what I am going to 
demonftrate," refumed tlie Parfon. 

** I will fave you the trouble/' faid Seid- 
lits, ** for there is nothing of which I am 
more firmly convinced/' 

" Is it not aftonifhing then/' faid the 
other,/** that fo many flxould be (o foolifh 
as to perfevere in a ftate of qnconiifortable 
doubt?'' 

H Very 
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" Very aftonifliing indeed/' faidtheCo- 
lonel ; ." efpecially as it is in every body's 
power to believe whatever will afford them 
moft comfort/' 

*• I perceive,'* faid the Parfon, ** you 
have perufed my treatife upon the faculty 
of believing." 

The Colonel nodded. 

" I there clearly prove, that the Roman 
Catholics have too much faith, and fome 
feds of the Proteftants too little; and then 
carefully point out the golden medium 
which mankind ought to adhere to.'* 

" It is very fortunate for mankind/' faid 
the Colonel, " that you know it." 
. ** It is fo," refumed the Parfon ; *< for 
of this happy medium it may be faid, more 
emphatically than of any thing elfe nefcire 
malum eft J' 

*^ If I am not miftaken/' faid Seidlits, 
" an anfwer to your work was publifhed 
by a certain French Abbe, who, according 
to the cuftom of his countrymen,, feemed 
very fond of jefting." 

Z 4 '' That 
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'^ That was a mod abommable and a 
moft provoking performance," cried the 
Parfon with great vehemence ; ** but jefts 
are no arguments, Colonel/* 

** No; nor arguments are no jefts/' 
faid Seidlits ;, " y^t this provoking Abbe 
endeavoured to make a jeft of all your ar- 
guments." 

" There will be no jefting in Hell, how- 
ever," faid the Parfon, with a vengeful 
afpe£t. 

*' True,'' faid the Colonel ; " v?hen you 
have once got him there, the laugh will be 
on your fide — *' 

" But pray. Colonel,'* refumed the Mi- 
nxfter, ** do you imagine that your lady 
has ever read my book ?" 

" I fhould rather think not," faid the 
Colonel. 

** What a pity !" ej^claimed the other ; 
«^ it would go a great way to cure her of 
many prejudices/* 

'* The remedy would be rather violent," 
faid the Colonel. 

*^ Perhaps 
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** Perhaps it might feem a little fo at 
firft/* rejoined the Clergyman ; ** but were 
I to convcrfe with her on thofe fubjeds, I 
fliould begin in gentle terms/'- - 

** That would be very proper/' faid the 
O)lonel. 

" The fooner I begin then the better/* 
faid the Parfon ; " after I havp talked with 
her for a few hours, fhe will be able to de- 
cide between the two , religions on rational 
principles." 

•* I have already decided, on what I 
think rational principles,** faid the Colonel, 
** not to difturb her.'* 

** You have decided very erroneoufly," 
refumed this perfevering Ecclefiaftic. 

** Let me intreat you, my good Sir," in^ 
terrupted the Colonel, *' not to interfere in 
my domeilic concerns, but to mind your 
own bufinefs," 

•* I beg leave to inform you, Colonel 
Seidlits," faid thef Qergyman, with a dig- 
nified air, " that I confider the propagation 
of gofpel truths, and the unmafking of 
impofture, particularly thofc of the church 
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of Jlome, as my bufinefs; and I will embrace 
every opportunity pf doing both, in fpitc of 
the united oppofition of men and devils/' 

The Colonel having looked very earneflly 
for fome time at this violent Reformer, at 
length faid, ** I beg your excufe. Sir, for 
liaving engroffed ^o mucK-of your valuable 
time ; it is a miftake I (hall never again fall 
into/' So faying, he pulled off his hatf 
made a low bow, and walked away. The 
moment he entered his own houfe, he gave 
orders that his relation fhould be no more 
admitted. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Multa putans, fortemque animo miferatus inlquam. 
^ '^ VlKO: iEn. 1. vi, 

'npHE attention which Colonel Seidlita 
difplayed in preventing his lady from 
being dif^uieted in her religious opinions, 
and the delicacy of his behaviour on €very 
occafion, was felt by her with afFe£lionatc 
gratitude. She was, however, by no means 
fo eafy in the contemplation of her huf- 
band's being a Proteftant, as he was in that 
of her remaining a Roman Catholic ; and 
although the arguments of Father Mulp did 
not prevail on her to attempt his conva** 
fion, yet few things could have afforded 
her greater fatisfadion than to have fecti 
her hufband adopt from convidion, what 
Ihe confidered as the only true religion. 
But with what a face could fhe fpeak to 
bim 00 a fubjed which he never mentioned 

to 
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to her, and which he permitted no perfon 
whatever to difturb her about ? Any at- 
tempt on her part to alter his fentiments, 
implied that flie confidered herfiplf as wifer 
than he ; whereas fhe only confidered her- 
felf as more fortunate, in having been edu- 
cated in a better religion. 

Thefe and fimilar confiderations, which 
occupied the mind of this worthy lady, 
were fometimes on the point of being fa- 
crificed to the anguifh fhe felt as often as 
the idea of her hufband's continuing in he- 
refy, and all the. dreadful confequences, oc- 
curred to her terrified imagination ; for the 
natural clearnefs of her underftanding and 
the ferenity of her difpofition, were clouded 
and difturbed by the terrific afped and un- 
relenting feverity of fome of the doctrines 
in which fhe had been inftru£ted., 

This anxiety of mind on her hufband'9 
account always increafed in proportion to 
the hazards he was expofed to in the exer- 
cife of his profeffion, and became particu- 
larly fevere in the courfe of a tedious illnefs, • 
into which he fell in confequence of a blow 
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by the but- end of a mufket which hjC re- 
ceived on his breaft at the battle of Hoch- 
kirchen. This contufibn produced a fpit- 
ting of blood, and was fuppofed to lay the 
foundation of that illnefs of which he after- 
wards died. . 

Soon after the battle, the Colonel was 
carried to a place of fafeiy. And Madame 
de Seidlits, having obtained a pafs from 
Marfhal Daun, haftened to the village in 
which her hufband was ; where (he attended 
him during his long illnefs with equal pa- 
tience and tendernefs. At one time he was, 
by the miftake of the phyfician, thought 
in immediate danger. The anxiety which 
had fo long lurked within the breaft of Ma- 
dame de Seidlits now became too violent 
for her to conceal ; the very acute forrow 
which fhe endured from the thought of 
lofing a hufband fhe highly efteemed and 
dearly loved, was abforbed in the keener 
anguifti arifing from the, awful idea of the 
danger which threatened his immortal foul; 
and this imprefled her with the more dread 
that it feemed to give him none. 

Her 
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Her terrors on this fubjed were attg^ 
mented by a letter which flie received from 
her indefatigable relation Father Mulo; 
who, having heard of the Colonel's illncfs, 
moft charitably entreated her to exert her- 
felf now or never ; as there was no poffi- 
bility of falvation for her hufband, unlefs 
he relinquilhed herefy, embraced the ca- 
tholic faith, confefled his fins, arid obtained 
abfolution. One argument, he thought* 
proved the good policy of this meafure be- 
yond the power of reply; it was this:-^ 
" The proteftants themfelves," faid this 
Ingenious prieft, *' admit that well-meaning 
and virtuous perfons may be faved, hotwith- 
Handing, their dying in the Roman catholic 
perfuafion ; whereas we aflert, that no he- 
retic, however virtuous in other refpeds he 
may be, can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven : it is apparent, therefore, that your 
hufband runs no rifk in following your ad- 
vice, but the greatefl by negleding it." 

The agitation and confufion of Madame 
de Scidliis's mind prevented her from fee- 
ing 
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jng this kind of reafoning in the fame light 
in which her good fenfe would have pre- 
fented it in a calmer moment. 

One day, therefore^ when her appre* 
henfions on the Colonel's account were at 
the height, after much circumlocution, with 
infinite delicacy, but in the moft pathetic 
terms, {he communicated her fears to him, 
and concluded by urging him to forfake his 
own religion, and embrace that .of the 
church of Rome. 

Having heard her with the utmotf at* 
tention and fomc degree of furprife, the 
Colonel faid, " I fear, my dear, you arc 
too much alarmed on my account ; but I 
aflure you I have pafled an uncommonly 
good night, and I feel myfelf better than I 
was yefterday." — ^- I am moft exceedingly 
glad to hear it,'* faid Madame de Seidlitsj; 
** but let this be no reafon for preventing 
a meafure of infinite importance, which 
cannot be taken too foon, but may be de- 
layed till it is too late.*' 

•^ My deareftTherefa," faid the Colonel, 
takir\g hold of her hand, " I view your 
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prefent folicitude and importunity in the 
true light j I confider them as frcfli proofs 
' of that noble friendfhip and afFedion which 
has been the happinefs of my life, and of 
which . I ever had a grateful convi£tion I 
but I muft aflure you, that although I have 
never urged you, nor permitted any other 
perfon to urge you, on the fame fubje£t on 
which you now prefs me, it is not becaufe 
I have lefs concern for your- foul thap you 
have for mine ; nor is it from a want of 
partiality for the religion which I myfelf 
profefs." — " From what motive then has 
your forbearance proceeded ?'* faid Madame 
de Scidlits. . ** From a convidlion/' replied 
be, ** that you are as certain of falvation 
in your religion as I can be in mine." 
*' You muft believe then^ ' faid Madame de 
Seidlits with quicknefs, ** that both religions 
are equally good." — ** No, my love, that 
does not follow ; for although I think there 
is much good in both, ftill I think my 
own is the preferable ; yet," continued he 
gaily, ** as you poffefs fo much more of 
yours than I do of mine, I imagine the fu- 
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pcriolrity in quantity will make up for th« 
deficiency in quality, and render you as 
fecore as you can wilh;" 

** My dear Colonel," replied Madame de 
SeidlitSy ^' is this a fubjedb, or is this a 
proper occafion for jefting?'* 

*^ I beg pardon^ my dear/' faid the Co- 
lonel, ** I will be very ferious: in one 
great and elTential point we have the hap« 
pinefs to be of one opinion ; both religions 
agree, th%t it is cur duty to live a lif? of 
integrity, atid do all x\it gdod we can to 
dtir fellow- credtures/* 

^* For which fedfon,^' irltefrilpted Ma* 
dame de SeidlitSi ** I am fo anxious to do 
the greateft good pbfiible to him who is in^* 
finitely the deareft to nie df all rhy fellow^ 
creattires/' 

*' Nonfe df thfem can be more grateful/* 
replied the Colonel, " than I am for thofe 
good intentions ; and you cannot dotibt of 
ihy being willing to render you the fame 
fervice; yet if you were to continue to prefs 
this upon me, and I the fame upon yout 
the unavoidable efFcd of our eagernefs to 
Vol. I. A a make 
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make each other eternally hsippy) would be 
the making each other eternally mlferable ; 
for what can be worfe in thia world or the 
next, than everlafting difputes betweea 
man and wife ? Let us therefore aroid all 
difputahjle points/' continued he, ** and 
endeavour to promote our own bappineTs, 
and that of our neighbours, by every mean* 
in our power. The moft probable reafon I 
can conceive for the unequal diftribution of 
the comforts of life, is to afford mankind 
opportunities for the exercifes of benevoH% 
lence, gratitude, and other virtues, which 
I am inclined to believe is the moft likely 
way of acquiring the favour of the Deity*. 
We certainly have it freqjuently in our 
ppwer to add to the happinefs or mifery 
of our fellow-creatures ; to God Almighty 
we can neither do good nor harm; and 
therefore I cannot help thinking, that the 
condutSl of our lives is of infinitely more 
importance, than our reUgious opvaions, or 
the forms of our worfhip. — It has been al- 
ready fettled between us," continued he, 
•* that you fliill educate our daughters ia» 
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^otir^ way of thiakiiig, as our fous (hall 
be edficated in. miiie; our mutual endea^ 
■irour will te, to repder them virtuous wo-* 
men and honeft mfen, which iifiplies bene- 
volence and liberality af fentiment ; if we 
fueceed, I have no doubt, notwithftanding 
our having taken different roads, but we 
fliall all meet in heaven.'' 

**" God Almighty, in his infinite mercyj 
grant it* may be fo,** cried Madame de Seid- 
lits, in a tranfport of affedion ; " for I am 
certain heaven will be no heaven to me ; 
without thofe I fo dearly love/* Theii re* 
coUeding herfelf a little, (he took occafiort, 
from what her hulband had juft faid, to 
urge the laft argument of her confeflbr :' 
•*— ** Since you have no *doubt," faid flie, 
** of otir meeting in heaven, although I 
fctain my religion, arid fince thofe of our . 
church declare there is no admiffion for 
thofe who perfift in herefy, why will ypu 
not, my deareft hufband, take ^he fafef 
CQurfe, and embrace the catholic faith ?" 

Here the Colonel, fmiling through the 

tears which hi$ lady's endearments had 
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prctioufly forced into his cycft, replied^ *^ 1 
confcfs, my beloved Therefa, that this hft 
argument is fo unworthy of youf excellent 
underftanding, that I am convinced you 
have had it fuggefted by fome one of far 
inferior fenfe and candour to yourfclf. Coa- 
, fider that, in my confcience,^ — for whether 
I am right or wroi^ is out of the queftion ; 
*— but in my confcience I think the pro- 
teilanf religion preferable to that which you 
profefs} yet you advife me> as the fafeft 
courfe I can take, to embra<:e ydurs ; that 
is to fay, to commit a piece of grofs hypo- 
crify, and with a view to what ? to impoie 
on men i No; there might be feftfe in 
that > for men are impofed upotk daily by 
hypocrites : but this piece of hypocrify to 
which you advife me, is with a view to 
impofe upon God, and to get fmuggled into 
heaven as a Roman catholic, while in my 
heart and confcience I remain a Proteft* 



ant." 



Madame de Seidlits feemed enibarrafied; 
after a fliort filence (he faid, " I fear my 
anxiety makes me abfurd $ forgive me; my 
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dear»" condoned fhc, ** for teafing you in 
thjis fooliih maoaer.'' 

** I (hall think myfclf for ever obliged 
by ih? aflFeftionate and generous anxiety of 
tny Therefa," faid SeidlitS. 

" How could I allow myfelf to think 
for a moment that fuch integrity, fuch 
manly gpnerofity of mind, as you have 
always difplayed," laid (he, taking her hut* 
band by the hand, ** and fuch AxiCt ad- 
herence Jto the didates of confcience, can be 
rejected ? Thefe alfo were the virtues of the 
man whole menaory you fo much revere^ 
y'our noble friend and patroq the Marlhal/' 

^V Ah J my Tberefa," cried Seidlits, ** can 
the long coprfc pf honour ancj integrity 
purfued by the gallant JCeiih be forgotten 
and rejeded of lieaven, becauf^ he was 
born in a proteftant country, or perhaps en- 
tertained erroneous fpeculative opinions ? 
I well knew the uprightnefs of his mind| 
have feen many inftances of his humanity 
and beneTJ^olence even to his enemies, and 
have myfelf received proofs of his genc- 
A a 3 ro\i» 
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o^ous friendfliip; il will be toy lateft^feoaft 
to have been a witnefe to'fhofe'ndble ex^ 
crtions in wliich be finifhed a life $f ho- 
liour ia the field of Hochkkchen, wihett 
the gallant Prince Francis of Brunfvric, a 
family fo fertile in heroes, alfo fell. I.thanl? 
Heaven I had the honour of aflifting the 
'Marflial's intrepid endeavours in /allying 
jind infpiriting our difordered troops, in 
following him again and again to the 
charge; by which meatis the elated enemy 
vras checked, our tropps protected, tlie 
great monarch he (erved, and who ho- 
noured 'him with his friendfhip, enahled to 
retreat in fuch order as to pitch his camp 
within a few miles of the field from which 
he retired. This great officer himfelf re- 
fufing, although daageroufly wounded, 
to quit the field, continued his exertions, 
till he received a fccond wound, which 
proved inftantly mortal. And Ihall a parcel 
of ignorant monks, a gang of .ufelef^ 
drones, deal damnation around on all .who 
h^ve not a ready faith in their legends and 
their— ? But I afl?: your pardon, my dear/' 
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iaid Seidlits, checking himfelf ;, '* I did not 
mean to fay aqy thing difobliging; but I 
heartily wifli you would obferve the dic- 
tates of your own underftanding oiore, and 
liften to the.fuggeftions of others lefs ; the 
virtuous condu(3t which you have hitherto 
purfued is your beft fecurity for happinefs' 
here and hereafter; permit mc to eadea- 
vour to fecure mine in the maiiner moft 
agreeable to my, confcieace, and of courfe 
the moft likely to. be fuccefsfui." . 

^* Forgive me-, my deareft friend/' faid 
Madame- de Seidlits, ** for this once, and I 
Ihall affure you, all the monks on earth 
Aali never prevail on me to give you a 
fingle hitit of this nature again. I am not 
a little aftiamed of what I was fooliflily in- 
duced to fay ; — Heaven be praifed that you 
feem fo much better than you were l^ft 
night/' 
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CHAP. XL. 



Shall man be left abandon-d in the duft. 
When Fate reienting, let's the ilow'r revive I 
Shall Nature's voipe, to man alone unjuft. 
Bid him, tho' doom'd to perifli, hope tq live i 
Is it for this fair Virtue oft mud flrtve 
With difiq^pointment, penury^ and pain? 
^o; Heav'n's immortal fpring (hall yet revive ^ 
/And man's majeftic beauty bloom again. 

BSATTII« 

•npHISwasthq firft and laftdifputeoa 
religion that ever pafled beti/yeen Co- 
lonel Seidlits and hi^ lady^ although both 
<:ontinued atts^ched to that in wl^ich the^ 
;jiad been bred ; yet, from this ticqsp, Ma- 
dame de Seidlits feemed to adopt, in pnany 
particulars, ' the liberal fentiments of heir 
hufband. They lived together in the hap^ 
picft union for fevcrai ycar^ after the g^- 
nerar peace. 

Laura^ 
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Laura, their only child, .was educated 
according to the agreement between them^ 
^Q her mother's religion. 

It was already remarked, that the Co^ 
lonel never fully recovered his health after 
Xhc contuiion in his breafl ; on the flighteft 
coldf and fometimes without any knowa 
caufe, he wai hable to be feized with fita 
ofoppreffive and difficult breathing ; a fe- 
vere attack of this nature obliged him,* by 
the king's exprefs order, 'to quit the £eld 
in the middle of that Ihort war between 
Pruffia and the emperor refpedting the fuc- 
deffion of Bavaria. Having returned by 
flow journies to Berlin, he foon after had 
the happinefs to hear of his fon*s diftin* 
guifhing himfelf by relieving the Baron 
Carloftein from the Auftrian Huffars. And 
at the conclufion of the peace he retired to 
his fmall villa, with his wife and daugh* 
ter, where h6 had the pleafure of enter* 
taining the two friends, as has been men« 
tioqec}. Carloftein he never faw more ; 
bpt Captain Seidlits fpent all the time he 
coiild be fpared from bis regiment in his 

father's 
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fatfaer'8 family, with whom he lired in the 
greateft harmony. 

' But Colonel Seidlit8*B health gradually 
declined } this howev^er. was more ^parent 
to,others» than to thofe conftandy with 
him ; and Madame de Seidlits was. for ^ 
Jong.tinie deceived by the cheerful air her 
htifbaqd always aiTumed in her prefence; 
for his mind remained in full vigour not- 
withfianding hi$ bodily weakiiefs- Having 
perceived, however, for fome days, that he 
ihe wed. uncommon fplicitude in arranging 
and fettling his affairs, fhe took notice of. 
that circumftance to him with an air of 
apprehenfion. 

" Is It not a fuificient reafon," faid he, 
my dear friend, " that I know I n^uft die 
fome time or other, and that I do not know, 
how foon ?^ 

* " But why difturb your mind with bu- 
finefs atprefentf'' faidflie; ** you are ccr* 
tainly in no immediate danger.'* 

** You are not then of the opinion of 
the Due de la Rochefoucault," replied the 
Colonel, '* who fays, // ny a que la mort 
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ijui f(At certavne^ et cepettdant nous agijfons 
i:ommeJi <fetoit lafeule chofi incertaineJ^^ 

" That IS applicable to me as well as to 
you, my dear," faid Madame de Seidlits. 

^* It is fo/* replied the Colonel ; •* and if 
Wiad become apprehenfive of your dying as 
often as you prepared yourlelf for death, I 
fliould have been in continual apprehen- 
lion ever fmce I knew you.** The Colonel 
faid this with fuck an eafy air, that Ma- 
dame de Seidlits became lefs alarmed. 

But although the Colonel had none of , 
the oppreflive afthmatic attacks as for- 
merly, he felt his ftrength melting faft 
away ; he permitted none of his family, 
however, to attend him through the niglit ; 
an old foldier alone, who had been long in 
his fervice, lay in his bed-chamber. 

A few days after this converfaiion with 
his lady, having had a very difturbed night, 
he perceived the near approach of death. 
He caufed himfelf to be raifed in his bed in 
the morning, a little before the hour at which 
^is family ufually entered the room ; they 
lyere unconfcious of his illnefs through the 

pight; 
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night; his lady, with Laura andCaptat A Set<l<» 
lits, fat around his bed ; — when the CoIonel| 
fmiling, faid in a faint voice to his fon» 
*^ It is a long while, Seidlits, (ince I af- 
fured my wife^. that notwithilanding the 
difference of our fentiments on certain fub- 
je£ts» this company ihould iall meet la 
heaven/' 

** I hope your prophefy will be accom*- 
pliflied, Sir,*' faid the young map j ** but 
«not for a long time/* 

•* It is my hope," replied the Colonel, 
" that it will be long before the reft of the 
company follow ; but I feel that I muft fet 
out foon/* 

" Ah, father !'* cried Laura, with a voice 
of forrow. Captain Seidlits looked with 
anguifli at his mother-in-law. 

<c Why do you talk fo, my dear ?" faid 
Madame de Seidlits; *' you feem a little 
faint this morning ; but you have often re- 
covered from more oppreffive fymptoms." 

•* Never, never ! my beloved friend," 
faid he; *' but you would not >fri(h me t^ 
•ftruggle any longer ; the hope of perfefl: re- 
covery 
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covpry has been loog over^ aod the ftruggle 
U ending." 

** Ala3 !" cried fhe, ftarting from her 
feat, greatly alarmed, •* fend for a phyfi- 
cian. 

^ ** If you love me," faid be, ** let there 
l>c no intrufion/' 

She funk on the bed, grafping his hand; 
•* Let my lateft breath/' continued he, 
** declare my unaltered affedion. I re- 
gret that I hive been able to make fo 
fmall a prpvifion s but what can a foldier 
provide? I have ferved an heroic mo- 
narch with fidelity ; he knows it. Your 
condu£t» my Seidlits,'' looking at his fon, 
*' has thrown comfort and gladnefs on the 
heart of your father, and made my de- 
clining years the happieft of my life. I 
know you will behave with duty to your 
mother and affediion to your fifter. Farc- 
wel, my beloved Therefa; — farewel, my 
fweet Laura; — farewel, my Seidlits: — I 
refign you to bis protedion, into whofe 
merciful hands I refign my own foul.— • 
God Almighty blefs you j-ronce more, fare- 
wel; 
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wcl;— but I iM^e — ^I traft not for ever,-— ^ 
My eyes grow dim!— -a dark mift ovcr-^ 
hangs them !— I fee you not, my Therefa !-^ 
My children! — my organs fail-!-*^yet my 

foul departs entire Father of mercy, 

receive my foul !'' — His voice failed, andL^ 
after a few fobs this gallant foldier ex- 
pired, 

Madame de Seidlits remained in fpeech- 
lefs afflidion, holding the cold hand of her 
hufband for a confiderable time after he had 
breathed his kft. Laura, kneeling by her 
mother, wept without uttering a fyllable, 
and Captain Seidlits, unable to comfort 
cither, flood molionlefs with grief, till a 
fervant entering the chamber, Seidlits 
fupported Laura and her mother to theif 
apartment, and then retired to his own. 
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CHAP. XLI. 



La gravite eft un myftere du corps, invente pour 
cachcrjcs defauts de rcfprit, Rochefoucault^ 



/^OLONEL Seidlits left his family 
in very moderate circumftances. The 
king appointed a penfion to his widow, and 
foon aftei? promoted^ his fon, who had only 
the rank of Lieutenant, to the command of 
a troop of dragoons. This young man 
behaved with great generofity to his mo- 
ther-in-law ; and continued for fome time 
after his father's death to live with her and 
his fifter ; but, on his being obliged to at- 
tend his regiment, Madame de Seidlits 
took the refolution of returning to her na- 
tive country, which fhe put in execution- 
notwithftanding the ftrongeft folicitations 
on the part of Captain Seidlits, whofe 
friendfhip and affedion for them both 
4 made 



Digitized 



by Google 



gJ^ Z E L U C O* 

made him exceedingly defirous of their tH^ 
mainiog in Germany. 

When we were led into this long di- 
gi-efCon, we left Madame de Seidlits iil 
convcrfaiion with Father Pedro, which was 
interrupted by the coming of iLaura and 
leather Mulo. The latter always harboured 
fears that Madame Seidlits's long refideilce 
in a country of heretics had diminifhed is 
her mind that falutary horror in which he 
thought they fhould be held by every fiii- 
cere catho]tc» To counterad this» and to 
revive her faith in thofe points which he 
confidered as moft eiTential, he fent hefg 
fince her arrival at Naples, a large folio of 
divinity, earneftly intreating her to perufe 
it attentively along with her daughter, tell- 
ing her at the fame time thai {he might 
rely on having the fecond volume as fooa 
as they had read the firft, 

" Have you perufed that admirable 
work, my dear daughter ?" faid Father 
Mulo, feeing the book lie on the table. 

•* I have begun it/* replied Madame de 
Seidlits ; *' it is a book of too ferious a nan* 
ture to be read over fuperficialfy.'* 
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*^ It is indeed a work of great weight, 
and requires the utmoft attention," faid Fa-* 
ther Mulo. 

^* It were fortunate," faid Laura, ^^ if 
the authors of books which require fo much 
attention could write them fo as 4:o com- 
mand it/* 

',* The bufinefs of an author is to write 
books," fiiid Father Mulo, with becoming 
gravity j "it is the duty of the reader to 
command his attention when hft perufes 
them;* 

" You are indeed too hard upon authors, 
my good young lady,'* faid Father Pedro-^ 
** to expe£t that they fhould not. only write 
their books^ but alfo be obliged to command 
the attention of their readers. My learned 
brother has, with more regard to diftri- 
butive juftice, divrded the toil between the 
author and the reader." 

** In my humble opinion,'* replied Laura, 
fmiling, *' he allots too large a proportion 
of the tafk to the courteous reader. It is 
not fo eafy a matter to command one's at- r 

Vol. I. B b tention 
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tention on perufiog certain books as you 
feem to think. I own I n^ver found mine 
more difobedient than in the perufal of 
that very admirable wprk which the re- 
verend Father recommends." 

•' Your tafte, I am afraid/* faid Father 
Mulo, addreffing himfelf to Laura with 
much folemnity, *' is in fome meafure cor- 
rupted by books of prophane hiftory, or 
of amufement, whofe merit confifts in their 
eloquence, or perhaps in their wit.** 

^^ An(! you may judge, my dear daugh- 

.ter," added Father Pedro, ** how little value 

ought to be put on that kind of merit, by 

its being often to be met with in the writings 

of infidels and heretics.*' 

/•* I fhould be better pleafed,"^ refumed 
Laura, ** to meet it elfewhere ; but I hope, 
Father, you do not think that where there 
is wit there muft alfo be infidelity.'* 

*• Why really, daughter^* faid Father 
Mulo, anfwering with more gravity of 
manner than depth of reflexion, ** where 
there is much of the firft, there is often 
reafon to fufped fome of the laft.'' 

•* I cannot 
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*^ I cannot be of that opinion^'* faid 
^fiadame de Seidlits ; ** for I have gene- 
rally found true wit in better company j 
and although we fometimes find * infidelity 
accompanied by wit, how much oftenef are 
we fhocked with pert oftentatious infidelity 
ivithout any wit at all ?" 

** I am convinced my mother is in the 
right,** cried Laura ; " and I hope you 
will allow. Father, that there is not a ne* 
ceffary connexion between them/' 

Father Mulo perceiving at length that he 
had fpoken a little inconfiderately, was ob- 
liged to own, though with evident reluc- 
tance, that he hoped there was not. 

*' I am certain there is not^** added 
Laura ; '* and I am obliged to my mother 
for having made me remark inftanceg, both 
in conyerfation and in reading, where not 
only the ftrength of the arguments, but alfo 
the pureft wit, was on the fide of virtue and 
piety." 

. ** I can afTure you, young lady, from my 

own experience," faid Father Mulo, with 

an air of great fagacity, and wifhing to re- 

B b 2 traft 
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tra£k his firft aflertion, ^' that it is al* 
mod always the cafe ;«-true wit and elo- 
quence are generally on the fide of ortho- 
doxy/' 

** How comes it then that this author,'* 
faid Laura, pointing to the large volume, 
•* has not feafoned his work with a little 
wit or eloquence, fince there is nothing 
finful in them ; and they would have made 
it more univerfally read, and of courfe more 
ufeful ?" 

^* How comes it ?'* repeated Father Mulo, 
who was not famous for quick replies on 
emergencies of this kind, — ** how comes it 
did you fay ?" 

** Why it comes by the diabolical malice 
of Satan," cried Father Pedro, ilepping in 
to the relief of his brother j ** it is all ow- 
ing to the fpite of our great fpiritual ene- 
my,, who is ever ready to enliven the works, 
of the wicked ; and has, it would feeni, 
perplexed the fenfe and darkened the rea- 
foning of this excellent author, fo as to 
reader it a little laborious for the young 

lady 
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lady to read his work with the attention it 
requires." 

" The greater the eflFort the more trieri* 
torious will it be in the young lady to per- 
form that duty as flie ought," reftmied Fa- 
ther, Mulo. 

** True, brother," faid Pedro; ** and thus 
the malice of Satan is defeated, and like 
the words of Balaam the fon of Beor, what 
was intended as a curfe is converted into a 
bleffing." 

Father Pedro had a fovereign contempt 
for his venerable brother; and as he wiflied 
to retain his influence with Madame de 
Seidlits without participation, he was too 
ready to difplay him in a ridiculous light 
before her, as in the prefent inftance. 

But perceiving that he fliould have no 
farther opportunity that day of profecuting 
the pbjed: of his vilit, he withdrew, leaving 
Father Mulo to dine with his two relations, 
which he did accordingly, and in fuch a 
manner as gave them no fufpicititi of his 
having already made a very ample repaft at' 
the houfe of a pious old lady, whofe time 
Bbs of 
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of dining was two hours errlier than that 
of Madame de Seidlits : for it muil be al- 
lowed in juftice to Father Mulo, that al-? 
though he reafoned but feebly, and thought 
with difficulty, he digefted with uncommoa 
force and freedom. 
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CHAP. XLII. 



— With traft oblique 



A.t firft, as one who fought accefs, but fear'd 
To interrupt, fide-long he works his way. 
As when a fhip by flcilful fteerfmaa wrought 
Nigh rivers mouth or foreland, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fleers, and fhifts her fails ; 
So varied he. Milton. 

PATHER Pedro having found Madame 
de Seidlits lefs tradable than he ex- 
pefledf refolved, on the next occafion, to 
found Laura herfelf, and try to difpofe her 
to the purpofe he had in view. Accord- 
ingly, a few days after, on being left alone 
with her, he turned the converfation on 
the fubje6t of charity ; mentioned fome in- 
dividuals who diftinguifhed themfelves by 
the exercife of this virtue, and dwelt par- 
ticularly on Zelucoi whom he reprefented 
as one of the moft charitable per fens he 
had ever knowii ; adding, That thofe were 
happy who. were blefled with benevolent 
6 b 4 and 
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and charitable inclinations, but much more 
were they to be envied, who were alfo 
blefled with the means of putting fuch in- 
clinations into adion. 

Laura agreeing with him in this fenti- 
ment, he faid, " Would not you be happy, 
my daughter, to be in this enviable fitua- 
tion ?" 

'' I flatter myfelf,'* replied fhe, '' that 
if I ever had a great defirc to be rich, it 
proceeded from a difpofition'to relieve the 
diftrefled. But it has been remarked, Fa- 
ther," added Ihe, ** that thofe who have no- 
thing to give are wonderfully generous ; 
and I myfelf have known fome who, when 
they had not the power, exprefled the 
ftrongeft inclination of being liberal ; yet 
when they afterwards came to have the 
power, feemed entirely to lofe the inclina-* 
tion» Thofe obfervations give me dif^ 
fidence in myfelf j I am not certain what 
alteration riches might make in my own 
difpofition/* 

*' Ihave no diffidence of you," faid the 
Fdihcr,. 

'' Of 
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*' Of this, at leaft, I am certam/' faid 
Laura, *'- that if I could know hefore-hand^ 
that wealth would have the fame effed on 
me that it feems to have had on fome of my 
acquaintance, I fhould rcfufe it were it of- 
fered to me.^ 

** Depend upon it, my dear daughter,** 
faid Father Pedro, *' thofe you allude to, 
never had charitable and benevolent difpo- 
fitions ; they have only . afFc(9:ed to have 
them, when they well knew that nothing 
was e^pefted, nor would be received from 
them. Their feal difpofitions appeared . 
afterwards when they became rich. But 
in you, my dear child, exifts the x^ality, 
not the femblance, of benevolence; and 
riches could only enable you to extend 
your generofity, not render it more fincere/' 

Laura thanked him for his good opinion* 

" I (hould have ftill a better opinion of 
you," faid Father Pedro, ** if I had not 
been informed that you refufed this very 
enviable power/' 

'* I have no idea of what you mean/' 
faid Laura* 

'' Tcil 
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** Tell me, in the firflt place, my dear 
daughter, whether you really refufed your 
hand to Signor Zeluco?" 

« I did/' faid fhe, without hefitation. 

*' And what good reafon could you have* 
my dear child^ for reje£tit)g fo generous a 
man ?'• 

" You will allow. Father, that~a-wx)roan 
may have good reafons for refufing a man 
for her hufhand, although fhe does not 
think proper to reveal them to her Father 
C&nfeffor." . 

** You ought to have very good reafons 
indeedi daughter, for declining fuch a for- 
tunate and happy match." 

^* But my particular fentiments and feel- 
ings might render it a very unhappy 
match/' ' 

** How could it be unhappy for you/* 
faid the Father, " who would reap every 
advantage by the alliance ?'' 

** If my hulband could reap none,*' faid 
flic, ** that circumftance alone would make 
it an uncomfortable alliance to me." 

«* Do 
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** Do not miftake me, my dear child ; 
your hufband would certainly acquire a 
beautiful^ accompliihed) and I hope a pious 
wife; but the gifts of * fortune are all 
on his (ide. There are many beautiful and 
accomplifhed young ladies in Italy who 
would be happy to be united to Signor 
Zeluco: but what probability is there of 
your having the oflFer pf a hufband of fu- 
perior fortune to his?** 

** Not the leaft,*' faid l>ura ; ** but, my 
good Father, I thought the queftion between 
us related to happinefs, not merely to for^^ 
tune." 

•* It does fo/* ^nfwered Father Pedro; 
** arid what do you think of the happinefs 
pf having it in your power, as well as in 
your inclination, to do good to others ; to 
feed the hungry, clothfe the naked> proteft 
the orphan, and make the widow's heart 
fmgforjoy?" 

•' According to your own account, Fa- 
ther,'' faid Laura, ** all this is done by 
Signpr Zeluco's fortune already j to em-* 
j6 barrafs 
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barrafs fuch a generous an4 charitable 
maa with the additional expences which a 
wife occafions/' fhe added with a fmilCf 
*• would be diverting into different chan* 
nels that bounty which; at prefent, flows 
entirely upon the naked^ the 'orphan> and 
widow/* 

•' There is no occafion for turning it 
into another channel/* faid the Father, a 
little peevifhly ; ** but I perceive you are 
in a jefting mood/* 

•* You fhall not be angry, Father," faid 
Laura ; ** if you are oflFended, I muft be to 
blame/* 

** Nay/* replied he, *• I am not offended, 
child J jour vivacity cannot offend me ; 
I wifli, however, it may not lead you into 
error/* 

" If it ever fhould. Father,** faid Laura, 
" I beg you will not, by way of expia- 
tion, enjoin me to give my hand to Zeluco, 
for that is a penance I (hall never fubmit 

to.^ 

Laura 
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Laura pronounced thefe laft words with 
fuch ftrength of cmphafis, as, joined to 
what her mother had faid, greatly damped 
the fanguine hopes of Pedro with regard 
to the fuccefs of his mifiioa* 
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CHAP. XLHI. 

S'il y a un amour pur et exempt da melange de ilo» 
autres paiSons^ c'eft celui qui eft cache au fond 
du cceur et que nous ignorons nous-meroes. 

RoCHEFOUCAULr* 

TN the mean time, Signora Sporza became 
fo very fond of her two relations, that 
{he preferred their company to thofe nu- 
merous affemblies in which fhe had been 
accuftomed to pafe her evenings* Having 
perceived that Laura had no great reliih 
for them, Ihe formed a fmall felect party 
at her own houfe, which met two or three 
times a week, and to which the Honourable 
Mr. N — , and a few others, were conftantly 
invited. 

This gentleman had long been on a foot- 
ing of friendly intimacy with Signora Spor- 
za, and now found an additional power of 
attradlion to her parties in the lively and 
judicious converfation of Laura. Few men s 
company was more univerfally acceptable 

than; 
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tiia^n Mr. N — 's ; but what rendertd him 
peculiarly agreeable to Madame de Seidlits 
and her daughter, was his acquaintance 
with the Baron Carloftein and Captain Seid- 
lits. He became known to the firft during 
his refidence at Potfdam ; and the Baron, 
on his expreffing an inclination to fee the 
camp at Magdeburg, gave him a letter of 
introdudion to his friend Captain Seidlits, 
who was there with his regiment ; and Mr. 
N— always fpoke of thofe two gentlemen 
in high terms of commendation. « 

Laura was feldom or never in company 
with Mr. N-*-, without making freflx in- 
quiry concerning her brother. It was not 
in Mr. N— 's power to talk much of him 
without his friend Carloftein's being in- 
cluded in the circumftances of the narrative; 
and every anecdote relating to thofe gen- 
tlemen feemed highly interefting to Madame 
de Seidlits, and dill more fo to Laura. 

** Pray, Sir/' faid Ihe to Mr. N — , one 
evening when the reft of the company were 
engaged at cards, ** is my brother as fond 
of horfes as ever ?" 

« He 
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•* He 18 remarkably fond of his horfes/* 
replied Mr. N— ; " and no officer in the 
army is efteemed a better rider." 

** He is very graceful on horfcback," 
faid Laura. 

•* He is very much fo/' replied Mr. 
N— . 

*^ I do not think the fear on his face at 
all disfigures him/' faid Laura. 

*^ He had no fear on his face, madam, 
"gvhen I faw him,'' replied Mn N-— . 

" No fear ?" faid Laura, with furprife. 

•* No, madam ; — not Captain Seidlits : 
his friend the Baron, indeed, has a very 
honourable fear covered with a piece of 
black plafter, which does not disfigure him 
in the leaft." 

** I thought you had mentioned him,*' 
faid Laura, blufhing very deeply. 

A confiderable degree of inijmacy was 
gradually formed between Mr. N-— and 
this young lady. It was hardly poffible 
for them not to have a mutual efteem for 
each other. Laura had received the moft 
favourable impreffion of Mr. N— from 
S Signora 
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Sigtiora Sporza, who had fpoke of him as 
a man of fenfe, integrity, and benevolence; 
and her own obfervation of his converfation 
and behatiour, confirmed her in the juflice 
of her friend's reprefcntation. He, on the 
other hand, while he agreed with the ge- 
neral opinion of the graces of Laura's face 
and perfon, was ilill more firiick with her 
other accomplifhments, with the genuine 
modefty and unaffeded dignity of manner 
which accompanied her beauty : (he was 
equally free from coquetry and difguife ; 
her fentiments of thofe around her might 
be eafily guefled by her behavioun 

To thofe of whom {he had but an indif- 
ferent opinion, fhe obferved fuch a degree 
of cautious and polite referve as rendered 
it very difficult for them to be^ on a footing 
of any degree of freedom or eafe with her, 
however ftrongly they were defirous of be- 
ing fo. But to thofe of whom fhe thought 
well, and particularly to Mr. N — , fhe be- 
haved with a natural franknefsj expreffive 
of confidence and good-will. 

Vol. I. C G Yet 
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Yet although this engaging franknefs of 
manner was extended to her male friends 
as well as her female, it was always at- 
tended with fuch expreflive* purity and dig- 
nity as precluded licentious hopes or wifhes; 
for innate modefty pervaded the eafy open- 
nefs of her manners, appeared in all her 
wordsj anions, and geftures, and prefided 
even in her drefs. As often as the mode 
feemed to lean to the oppofite fide, Laura 
had the art of making her's retain the fa- 
fliionable air, while fhe corrected the cir- 
cumftance which (he difapproved. 

Mr. N — had the fame degree of efteem 
and approbation of Laura, which (he made 
no difficulty of declaring for him ; and 
there was no engagement which he would 
have preferred to paffing an evening at 
Signora Sporza's, when he knew that Laura 
was to be of the party. 
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CHAP. XLlV. 

Chara6lerrjlic Sketcbest 

IV/TR. N— had for his fervant out of 
livery, one Buchanan, a Scotchman^ 
to whom his mafter^s growing attachment 
to Laura gave the greateft concern ; and 
his concern augmented in .proportion to the 
beauties and accomplilhments which he 
himfelf could not help obferving in that 
young lady, and the good qualities he 
heard afcribed to her ; for he had too good 
an opinion of his matter's tafte and pene- 
tration to think him capable of a lading at- 
tachment to one who was not remarkably 
accompliihed. But Laura had one failing 
which, in this man's opinion, neither beau* 
ty, nor fortune, nor underftanding, nor an 
affemblage of every good quality of mind or 
pcrfon eould compenfate— (he was a Roman 
Catholic. 

C c a That 
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That his mafter fliould be captivated, ani 
poflibly drawn into a marriage with a wo- 
man of that religion, Buchanan confidered 
as one of thegreateft misfortunes that could 
happen to him, and he knew it would be 
viewed in the fame light by Lady Elizabeth, 
Mr. N — 's aunt, by whom he had been 
placed with her nephew. The ftrong at- 
tachment this man had for his mafter, and 
his extraordinary zeal for his welfare, 
prompted him to intermeddle in matte/s 
which did not properly belong to him, and 
to oflFer his advice much oftener than it was 
wifhed or expeded. 

One day when Mr. N — dined at home, 
and expeded nobody but Mr. Steele, who 
lived with him, the latter invited Mr. 
Squander, and he brought along with him 
a certain Mr. Bronze, one of thofe gofliping 
companions, who know every body, are of 
every body's opinion, and are always ready 
to laugh at every body's joke ; who neftle ' 
themfelves into the intimacy of men of for- 
tune and rank, allow themfelves to be 
laughed at, are invited on that account, or 

to 
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to fill a vacant chair at the table ; and fome- 
times merely to afford the landlord the 
comfort of having at leaft one perfon in 
the company of inferior underftanding to 
himfelf, vvhofe chief employment is to fetch 
and carry tittle-tattle ; become at length as 
it were one of the family, and are alter- 
nately carefled and abufed like any other 
fpaniel in it* This perfon had, many years 
ago, come to Italy with a party of young 
Englifli, who, as they pofted through the 
country, dropped him fick at Ferrara ; and 
having refided eVer fince in Italy, he was 
thought to have fome tafte in pidures, an- 
tique intaglios, cameos, ftatues, &c. and 
had picked up a confiderable fortune by 
felling them to his countrymen who came 
to Rome or Naples. 

Mr. Squander would not, for his own 
private fatisfadion, have given a horfe-fhoe 
for all the antiquities in Rome, and had no 
more tafte in painting than his pointer ; 
yet, thinking that he muft carry home a 
fmall aflbrtment of each, were it only to 
prove that he had been in Italy, Mr. Bronze 
C c 3 had 
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had been recommended to him as z great 
connoifleur, who would either fumifh him 
with what he wanteds or aiEft him in puri- 
chafing it. 

Buchanan waited at the fide-board.—^ 
They talked of an aflembly, at which 
Meflrs, N-^, Squander, and Steele, had 
teen the preceding evening. The firft fpoke 

' with warmth of the beauty of Laura* The 
antiquarian, who had alfo feen her, faid. 
Her face had a great refemblance to a cer- 
tain admired Madona of Guido's — Mr, , 
Squander obferved, That he thought (he 
was very like a pidlure which he had feen 
jit Bologna, but whether it was painted by 
Guido or by Rhcfni he could not recoiled. 
— Mr. N-^ faid, fmiling, That it was pro- 

'bably done by both, as they often painted 
conjunctly ; — *^ but, however that may be/* 
continued he, " the young lady I men- 
tioned has one of the fineft countenances 
that I ever faw either in nature or on can- 
vafs." Buchanan, who was forry to hear 
his matter praife her with fucb warmth, 
^ook bis head* 

'' You 
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*' You have feen many handfomer in 
Scotland/' faid Squander^ addreiling hitnr 
felf to Buchanan. 

•* I will not prefume to make any com- 
parifons, Mr. Squander/' replied Buchanan ; 
** for, on the prefent occafion,! doubt they 
would be thought odious/' 

Mr. N — had often defired Squander to 
leave off the indecent cuftom which he had, ' 
of addreffing the fervants, but without ef- 
fed. So Taking no notice of what paflcd 
between him and Buchanan, he proceeded 
to praife Laura's accompliftiments, parti- 
cularly her voice, and her execution on the 
piano forte. 

** Tour countrywomen,*' faid Squander, 
renewing his attack on Buchanan, *' prefer 
the Scotch fiddle." — The antiquarian laugh- 
ed very heartily, and all the footmen tit- 
tered at this jeft, which Squander himfelf 
called a bonmot. — *' A'bon mot!" repeated 
Steele.— ^^ Yes. by G— d," faid Squander, 
*^ and as good a one as ever George Bon 
Mot uttered in his life. What think you, 
Buchanan ?" 

Cc4 ''It 
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^' It certainly bears this mark of a good 
joke, Mr. Squander," faid Buchanan, ** that 
it has been often repeated ; yet there are 
people who wopld rather be the objedl than 
the rehe^rfer of it.** 

^^ You are a wit, Mr. Buchanan/' faid 
Bronze, tipping the wink to Squander^ 
** and you will certainly mal^e your fortune 
by it.'' 

•* If I fhopld fail that way, Mr. Bronic, 
I may try what is to be done by the haber« 
daOiing of intaglios and cameosj and other 
hardware,*' faid Bucliarian, 

>* A great many more of your country- 
men, indeed, have made their fortune as 
pedlars than as wits,'* refumed Squander. ^ 

The Antiquarian burft into a loud fit of 
laughter at this fally, clapping his hands, 
and crying, ^* Excellent, bravo!" 

Buchanan, obferving that Mr. N — was 
difpleafed at what was going on, made no 
reply, till Squander puflied him, by faying, 
** What have you to fay to that, Buchanan ?" 

*' All I have to fay, Mr. Squander, 15, 
that I have known fome of my countrypien> 

as 
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as well as yours, who were beholden to 
their fortune for all the applaufe their wit 
received." 

Although Mr. N — could with difficulty 
refrain from fmiling at this remark, affum- 
ing a feriousair, he told Buchanan, There 
was no need of his farther attendance ; an4 
when he withdrew, Mr. N-^ ftarted ano- 
tlier fubjefl:, which prevented the Antiqua- 
rian and Mr. Squander from abufing Bu- 
chanan, for which he faw them prepared. 

Mr. N — , however, fpoke not in his 
ufual affable manner to Buchanan the whole 
evening, and when he went out, addreffing 
one of the foQtmen inftead of Buchanan, as 
was his cuftom,'he faid, he was going to 
]^Iadame de Seidlits. 

Buchanan, imagining that his mafter was 
highly difpleafed with him, imputed it to 
his having fhaken hisheadat the praifes of 
Laura ; and was now more convinced than 
ever, that Mr. N — was defperately in bve 
with her, and in imimediate danger of pro- 
pofing marriage to her. 

Under 



Digitized by 



Google 



4IO Z E L U C O. 

Under this apprehenfion he refolvedta 
ufe every means, even at the rifk of greatly 
offending his mafter, to prevent a meafure 
ipvhich he thought diametrically oppofite to 
his intereft and happinefs. Knov^ing that 
a certain Baronet, who was uncle to Mn 
N— by the mother, and whofe prefumptive 
heir Mr. N — was> had lately artived at 
Rome, and was fbon expeded at Naples ; 
Buchanan imagined the moft likely means 
he could ufe to accomplifh his purpofe, was 
to inform the Baronet ; he therefore de- 
termined to write to him all his fears rela* 
tive to his mafter. Buchanan had been 
educated at an univerfity, and had learning 
fufBcient to render him a pedant ; to have 
an opportunity of difplaying his learning 
therefore, in all probability, was an addi* 
tional motive for his writing the following 
letter to the Baronet : 

** Honoured Sir, 
*' Hearing of your arrival at Rome, I 
think it my indifpenfable duty to inform 
you, that my mafter, and your nephew, the 

Ho- 
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Honourable Mr. N — , has been feized with 
a'violfent paffion for a young lady denomU 
nated Laura Seidlits, who lately arrived at 
this city from Germaoy. The young wo- 
man is of a comely countenance — Valtm 
nimiutn lubricus afpici^ and, as far as I have 
hitherto been able to learn, of a very tole- 
rable reputation. Yet, notwithftanding the 
fairnefs of her charader and countenance, 
ihe is at bottom a black Papift. — Hinc ilia 
lachrymcel — This is the caufe of my af- 
flidion ; for were {he as beautiful as Helen 
of Greece, Cleopatra of Egypt, or even as 
Mary Queen of Scots, flie being, like the 
forefaid Mary, of the Popifh perfuafion,, 
would be a moft unfuitable fpoufe for my 
mafter. Yet there is hardly a day goes 
over his head (hat he is not in this 
young woman's company, and the Lord 
above only knows how far a lieadftrong 
youth, inftigated by paffion, may pufli 
matters, more efpecially as ha generally 
meets her at one Signora Sporza*s, a very 
pawky* gentlewoman, who underftands 

*S1^. 
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that's what as well as aoy woman tr> Na* 
pies, and being the relation of the forefaid 
Laura, will leaVe no ftone unturned to gc£ 
her linked to Mr. N — . 

** I once had hopes, that as the young 
woman attends mafs regularly every day— 
for thofe poor deluded creatures fhew more 
zeal for their own fuperftition than fome 
Proteftants do for true religion — I had oacc 
hopes, I fay, that (he might obycO^ to mar- 
rying a Proteftant. But I am informed, 
that as the fong is, Her mother did Jo before 
i5<r, which, lias greatly diminiflied my hopes 
of refufal on her part ; for it is natural to 
conclude that the mother has given the 
daughter a tindure of her own dirpofition^ 
and you know. Sir, that 

Quo femel eft imbuta recens, fervabit odoremy 
Tefta diu. 

*V I am fure I need add no more to coi>r 
▼ince you of the mifery that fuch a match 
as this would occafion to all Mr. N— *s re- 
lations, particularly to his honoured aunt, 
who holds Antichrift and all his adherents 
in the greateft deteftation. You muft like- 
wife 
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t^ife be ienfible, that a popifh wife, how- 
ever fair her afpe(ftj m-uft give but a dark 
profped to a Proteftant hufband, inafmuch ' 
as her religion inftruQs her that ihe is not 
obliged to keep faith with heretics. — H^u^ 
qucties fidem mu tat of que Deosjleiit ! 

** Thefe reflexions are fo manifeft, that 
you will wonder they do not occur to Mr. 
N — ; but you muft remember, that he is 
blinded by the miff of paflion, and in that 
fiate people cannot perceive the force of 
reafon ; — ^id enim^ratione timemus aut icu* 
fimus. Yet if you could find a piaufiblc 
pretext for defiring Mr. N — to meet you at 
Rome, Inftead of allowing him to wait for 
you here at Naples, I am convinced he 
would obey your fummons ; and when he 
is removed from the opportunities of feeing 
this young woman, he may poflibly be be- 
yond the influence of her attradion, and 
above the wiles of her coadjutors ; and 
you may then prevail upon him to liften 
to the voice of reafon, abandon this land of 
fuperftition and delufion, where we have 

fojourncd 
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fojourned too long, and return *dire£fly to 
Britain; whereas it would be as eafy to 
whiftle the lavrocks out of the lift^y as to 
make him agree to this propodtion while 
he remains within eye*fhot of this fame 
Laura Seidlits. 

I am, with all due refpeO:, 
Honoured Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
George Buchanan/* 

The gentleman to whom this letter was^ 
addreifed had already received a hint from 
a friend of his at Naples to the fame pur- 
pofe; he therefore determined to follow 
Buchanan's advice» and adually wrote to , 
his nephew, that it was not in his power 
to proceed to Naples as he had intetidedi 
and expreffing a ftrong defire of feeing him 
and Mr. Steele at Rome. 

However fond Mr, N— was of Laura's 
company, he could not think of allowing 
his uncle, for whom> independent of other 
confiderations, he had a very great refped, 

• The larks from the (ky. 

to 

18 
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to return to England without waiting oa 
him ; he therefore took his leave of Signora 
Sporza and her two friends a few days af- 
ter receiving this letter, and he and Mr* 
Steele fet out for Rome, accompanied by 
Buchanan and two footmen* 

Signora Sporza told him at parting, That 
(he was herfelf engaged to a lady of her 
acquaintance, who had biifinefs of im- 
portance at Rome, to make that jaunt with 
her, fo that fhe expefl:ed very foon to have 
the pleafure of meeting him in that city* 

Squander, and two or three other young 
£ngli(hmen, finding their time pafs a little 
heavily without Mr, N— and Steele, fol- 
lowed them OQ the third day after they fet 
out« 
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CHAP. XLV. 

L-Tiypocrific eft lin hommage que le vice rend a k 
vertue* Rochbfouc a uLf, 

O'^ELUCO plainly perceived at their 
next meeting the ill fuccefs of the Fa- 
ther's negotiation, in fpite of the pallia- 
tions with which it was communicated. As 
his hopes had been greatly raifed, his dif- 
appointmqnt was great in proportion ; his 
enraged fpirit> unaccuflomed to r#raint, 
on this occafion was deaf to the didates of 
caution, and rejeded the malk of hypocrify j 
he raved like a mad man, poured curfes on 
both mother and daughter, particularly the 
latter, on whom he vowed vengeance for 
what he termed her infolence, and for all 
the trouble and vexation fhe had given 
him. 

. Father Pedro crofled himfelf, and began 
to repeat his Pater Nofter. 

" Come, 
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'^ Came, come, Father,*' faid Zeluco, 
^* do not let you and I keep up the farce 
with each other any longer. I know you 
have too much fenfe to lay any ftrefs on 
ihefe mummeries 3 and I am not fuch a fool 
as to think that a womian is to be won 
by croffings or prayers." 

** You have, as good a chance that way, 
however,'* replied the Father, " as by 
Xwearing and raging like a fury.*' 

** I will have her one way or another !'* 
exclaimed Zeluco. 

^* And what way do you intend to take 
next ?" faid Pedro. 

** ril have her by force. — Y\l have her 
feized and carried aboard a vefleL — I'll fly 
with her to Algiers! to the Weft Indies ! 
.«5-any where!" exclaimed he with a loud 
voice^ and ftamping with his foot ; *' for • 
fhe fhall be mine ;— by all the Gods, fhe 
flxall!" ' ^ 

' '' Of all tlie Gods/* faid Farther Pe- 
dro calmly, ** the God of Hell was the 
only one who was driven to the miferable 
ijbift of committing a rape to get himfelf 

Vol. I. Dd a wife; 
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a wife ; do you intend to imitate^ £y/Kr, 
Signoc ?'* 

*' I do not care who I imitate,'*, roared 
Zcluco, ** were it the devil." 

'* In the prefent cafe, however* you vvill 
not even have the fatisfadion of imitating 
him throughout ; for although you may 
hurry yourfelf to hell, you have little 
chance of carrying the lady along with you. 
I would advife you, therefore, to adopt 
fome lefs defpcrate expedient." 

•' What expedient.?'' cried Zeluco; V I 
can think of none ; I can hardly think at 
all. — But if thou canft affift me in obtaining 
this woman, thou wilt eternally obl^e me, 
Prieft; and thou ftj^alt have money enough 
to build a church." 

Although Zeluco in his rage thus threw . 
himfelf open, and put himfelf in fome de* 
gi-ee in the Father's power, the latter was 
refolved not to follow his'example, and put 
liimfelf in Zelnco's. He plainly perceived^ 
indeed, that Zeluco did not imagine that 
he had aSed from motives of piety; but 
whatever fufpicions he might entertain, 
22 Pedro 
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l^edro bonfidered that there was fome dif- 
ference between being fufpedcd of a villany, 
and actually avowing it ; he therefore at- 
fured Zeluco, that he would have no far- 
ther connexion wirh him in this bufinefs, 
and that he would inform againft him if 
he made any criminal attempt on Laura. 
He acknowledged, he faid, that as he had 
thought his marriage with that young lidy 
^ould be happy for bot}>, and agreeable to 
the worthy lady her mother, befides con- 
ducing to other good purpofes, he fliould 
have been extremely happy to have pro- 
moted it ; but after the furious and unwar«- 
rantable projeds he had juft heard of, he 
defired to have no moVe to do with it, di- 
redly x>r indireftly. 

This calm rembnftrar^ce brought Zeluco 
to his fenfes j he now perceived that the 
perfon he had to ^ deal with, and whofe a[f- 
fiftance he Hill thought might be of ufe, 
was of too wary a charafter to a£l without 
a cover, to which he might retreat on oc- 
cafion. , 

D d 2 After / 
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After a little rccolle<aion he replied, in 
conciliating terms, *^ Sorely, Father, you 
cannot imagine that what has efcaped me 
in a moment of paflion is my ferious in«- 
tention ; my own reflexions would very 
foon have convinced me of the folly and 
wickednefs of an attempt which your pru- 
dence has in an inftant put in a juft light. 
. I think myfelf moft happy in fuch a frjcnd 
on whofe wifdom I may rely, and whofe' 
counfels I (hall ever be ready to follow. 
My love and refpeS for the virtuous young 
lady is fuch, that I will ufe every lawful 
means in my power to obtain her hand. 
I know the well-placed confidence which 
/he has in you, and I moft earneftly beg 
that you will ufe your influence with her 
in my favour. In the mean time, my dear 
Father, I-ara fenfible of the trouble which 
I give you ; and as the only way in which , 
you permit me to fhew my gratitude is by 
enabling you to extend your benevolence 
to the deferving and the neceffitous, I beg 
you will accept of this, which you will ap- 
ply to whatever pious purpofe you think 

jproper :* 
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proper :'*— So faying, he put a purfe of fe- 
quins into^tHe Father's hands, alTuring him 
of double thefum, independent of what be 
had already promifed, on the fuccefsful 
conclufion of the bufinefs* 

*^ Now, my Ton," replied the Monk, 
^ you talk rationally ; and reafon always 
fuggefts a mode of adion oppofite to what 
is prompted by rage. You have 'already 
gafned the good opinion of the young 
lady's mQther j pleafe to recoUedl how you 
gained it ; not by violence, but by gentle- 
qefSj by rendering her an.eflential fervice ; 
and although the young woman herfelf 
feems indifpofed towards you, yet who 
knows what a fenfe of gratitude might do ? 
•—it might have the fame efFed on the 
daughter that it has had on the mother. 
The laft obligation you laid on the family 
was of a pecuniary nature, which id more 
apt to make an imprefiion on an old heart 
than on a young ; but there are obligations 
which make deeper impreffions on young 
hearts tbani on old." 

Dd3 ** Wh« 
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*^ What obligations are thofe? I s^m 



jcady to do whatever you dire£t," 

" Opportunities of this kind may occur," 
faid the Father, " and then your own good 
fenfe will direS you how to profit by them^ 
In your rage you propofed methods tHe 
moft likely to make her deteft you, arid 
love thofe who fhould have the good for-^ 
tune to free her from you ; you fpoke not 
like yourfelf, but like a robber^ like a ra^ 
vijher. A man who attempted, what you 
threatened would draw upon himfelf her 
juft hatred, whereas he who did the reverfe, 
who had the good fortune to fave her from 
fuch an attempt, might probably gain her 
love." 

Having faid this in a very fignificant man^ 
ner, Father Pedro took his leave. In fpite 
of Zeluco's endeavours to prevail on him to 
be more explicit, after remaining for fome 
time in profound meditation, '* He who 
has the good fortune," faid he, repeating 
to himfelf the words which Pedro had pro- 
pounced with emphafis ; ** he who has 

the 
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the good fortune to fave her frx)m fuch an 
attempt might probably gain her heart.— 
Who can make fuch an attempt ? — How 
can I deliver her from dangers to which (he 
is not cxpofed ?*' 

He conjedured however, that the Father 
meant to convey a hint to him refpefting 
fome emergency which he knew would oc- 
cur, although he was refolyed not to be far- 
ther explicit } and determined to obferve his 
words and adions attentively, in the hopes 
of difcovering his meaning, more clearly. 

Two days after, he was able thore fully 
to comprehend the Father's idea ; when he 
informed Zeluco that he had juft left Ma* 
dame de Seidlits and her daughter -, that 
Laura having often exprefled a curiofity to 
vilit Mount Vefuvius, her mother, who 
had formerly oppofed it, had now agreed 
to it, on his offering to. accompany her and 
Signora Sporza ; that accordingly he and 
thefe two ladies were to dine next day at 
Portici, vifit the mountain in the evening,' 
and return to Naples the fame night.— *^ If 
you are eager to be of the party/' added 
D d 4 he, ' 
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he, '^ I will endeavour to obtain the ladies 
confent/' 

Zeluco, engrolTed by rededioDi ^d not 
give an immediate anfwer, 

" But I know," continued the Father^ 
** you have been there already ; and ppfr 
fibly do not chufe to return again.*' 

" Pray, my good Father," faid Zeluco^ 
roufing from his reverie, f * at what hour 
do you propofe returning to town ?'* 

** It; is impdflible to fay exadtly,'* replied 
Father Pedro ; " I dare fay it will be late 
enough, for I find Signora Laura wifhes to 
' .fee the explofions to the greateft advantage j 
but I perceive we cannot have you., I fliall 
notj however, inform the ladies that I made 
yoi^ the propofal, or that you fo much as 
know of the e?:pedition, left they fhould 
accufe you of want of gallantry. Adieu. 
I can ftay no longer at prefent." 

'* What feryants dp you take with you V 
rcfumed Zeluco. 

'< I really do not know, ' faid the Fa- 
ther ; " but I muft be excufed, I cannot 
ftay any longer now ; — one of my penir 

tent$ 
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tie&ts waits for me. — Servants !— let me fee 
!— there will be no need of many fervants. 
J .prefurae we (hall have only Giacomo. 
The muleteers will be with us tifl we regaia 
the carriage ; and then we ihall have only 
the coachman and Giacomo to attend us to 
town. Saying this, the cautious Monk 
hurried away, leaving Zeluco fatisfied re- 
fjpe^jng the meaning of his former hints. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

I 

—Revenge, at firft thought fjveet. 
Bitter ere long, back on itfelf recoils. 

MllTOK. 

^JELUCO now determined to plan an 
attack on the ladies as they return- 
ed from the mountain, to drive off the 
affailants, and affume the merit with Laura 
of having faved )jer from robbery and 
aflafTmation. 

Having communicated .his defign to his 
Talet-de-chambre, the confidant and ac- 
complice of many of his villanies i the 
fcheme feemed pradicable and fafe in all 
refpe£ls, except in the neceffity which ap- 
peared of employing many agents. The 
valet however undertook the bufmefs with 
the afliftance of only one perfon, and fpoke 
with a confidence of fuccefs feldoni acquired 
otherwife than by experience in fimilar fcenes. 

Being 
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Being now convinced of Signora Sporza's 
difllke to him, and having a violent fufpi- 
cion that it v^as through her means that 
Laura was fo ill difpofed towaijds him, Ze- 
luco exprefled fome anxiety with regard to 
Signora Sporza, left (he might fufpe<3r the 
fource of the attenipt.-^The valet affured 
him, that^^^f fhduld be particularly attended 
to, for he would order his companion to fire 
his piftol fo clofe to her ear^ that though 
charged only with powder, it would, con- 
found her fuffici^ntly to prevent her froifn 
making obfervations, and terrify the reft of ^ 
the company into non-refiftancc. 

This fuggefted a horrid piece of wickcd- 
pefs to the vengeful mind of Zeluco, which 
however he did not communicate to the 
valet ; but next day, when he underftood 
that every thing was arranged, he defired 
to fee the piftol with which the man was 
to arm his companion : — '* You are certain 
it is charged with powder only," faid he. 
^' I am very certain,*' replied the valet; 
^' for I charged it myfelf." "Let the 
fallow fire then dire£lly at her head j this 

Will 
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will frighten her into filence*'' faid Zeloco, 
** and render every thing cafy." — He thea 
gave him very particular directions in what 
manner they were to behave to Laura; and^ 
fending the valet to fetch fomething from a 
diilant part of the houfe, he flipt two bul- 
lets into the piftol : the^ hatred and third 
of revenge, which burned in his breaft) 
9gainft Signora Sporza^ overcoming his 
caution, and prompting him to a meafure 
, which might h^ve produced a difcovery of 
the whole, plan. 

Before tfaefe two emiifaries fet out| Ze** 
luco again repeated to the valet not to al<- 
low his companion to touch Laura, but to 
pull Signora Sporza entirely out of the car- 
riage, and then fire the piftol in herYace, 
which would be the fignal for Zeluco himfelf 
to make his appearance* 

' In the evening Zeluco waited on Ma- 
dame de Seidlits, where he found Father 
,Mulo; he aflfeded great furprife when ihe 
told him that her daughter, Signora Sporza, 
and Father Pedro had fet out that fame 
?norninjg on an expedition to Mount Vcfu- 

vius ( 
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vias; and that they were not as yet re* 
turned. 

When the night advanced without their 
appearing) Madame de Seidlits became un* 
cafy ; the noife of every carriage gave her 
hopes thai it was theirs ; and every difap- 
pointment when the carriage paiTed in« 
creafed her uneafinefs. 

When Madame de Seidlits firft began to 
cxprefs her apprehetafion, Zeluco with- 
drew on pretence of an engagement ; and 
Father Mulo remained, as he faid himfelf, 
to comfort Madame de Seidlits, in cafe any 
misfortune fhould really have happened to 
Laura and the reft of the party. 

Madame de Seidlits had heard, in gene- 
ral, of people being fometimes hurt by the 
fall of the fubftances exploded from the 
mountain: her alarmed imagination prompt- 
ed her to mate particular inquiries on this 
fubjea ; and Father Mulo's retentive me- 
mory fupplied her with every inftance of that 
kind which had happened for many years 
back ; but he added, at the clofe of every 
example^ that fuch a misfortune having 

, happened 
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happened to the people he mentioned, could 
not be confidered as a pofitive proof that 
the. fame had befallen any of the company 
for xivhom fhe was fp much intcrcfted; and 
if the like had happened to fome of them^ 
ftlll It was poflible that Laura was not the * 
unfortunate perfon: " For which reafon,*' 
added he, *' my dear Madam, you ought ^ 
to keep yourfelf in perfedl tranquillity, and 
hope for the beft ; becaufe vexing yourfelf 
will be of no manner of ufe, but is rather 
a tempting of Providence, and m.ay draw 
down upon your head the -very misfortune 
you dread, or fome other as bad." By 
fuch reafoning Father Mulo endeavoured, 
with uninterrupted perfeverance, to quiet 
her fears. 

What efFed this method of conveying 
comfort might have produced on the mind 
of Madame de Seidlits can never be known, 
for her imagination was too much alarmed 
to permit her to attend to his difcourfe: 
befides,.aUhough it may feem a bold word, 
no ecclefiaftic ever iK)ffeffed the faculty of 
fpeaking without being liftened to in great- 
er 
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er perfedion than the reverend Father 
Mulo. 

On leaving Madame deSeidlits» Zeluco 
.mounted his hprfe, and rode dir^dly to- 
wards the place, which he had fixed on for 
the attack. Having perceived his emiffa- 
ries in waiting, he turned his horfe without 
feemirig to. take notice of them, and rode 
flowly backwards and forwards till he faw 
the carriage coming brifely along. Thd 
valet and his companion,- with mafks on 
their faces^^iiding furioufly up to the car- 
riage, ordered the driver to ftop on pain of 
having his brains blown out; the driver 
inftantly obeyed, and Giacomo fell from his 
horfe on his knees, fupplicating for mercj 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft ; to whom, after he had recovered 
his recoUedlion a little, he added St. Ja-^ 
nuarius. — Father Pedro alfo prayed with 
much feeming fervetacy, invoking the aid 
of St. Dominic, and > whole hod of other 
faints. 

After the valet had taken the ladies purfes^ 
which were infiantly prefented to him, the 

other 
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other fellow dragged Sigriora Sporza out of; 
the chaife ; fhe exclaimed that every thing 
had been delivered to them> and attempted 
to get into the carriage again ; but the fel- 
low, ftanding between her and it, prefented 
feis pifloU which flafhed without going off. 
Zeluco feeing the flafh, and hearing th6 
fcreams of Laura, galloped towards the 
carriage, hollowing, and threatening the 
aflailants with immediate death if they did 
not defift; but the fellow, whofe piftol 
had fiiapped, fearing that he (hotild not bd 
thought to have performed his part pro* 
perly, if he did not adually fire it, cocked 
it once more, and fired it off in fach a 
hurried manner, that both the bullets 
paflted the head of Signora Sporza, and 
one of them lodged in Zeluco's fhoulder. 

This daggered him a little; but the 
attackers flying, he came up to the car- 
riage in time to prevent Laura from rolling^ 
out of it ; fhe had retained her prefence d^ 
mind while fhe confidered the aiTailants 
fimply as robbers ; and after delivering 
their money, feeing Signora Sporza pulled 

violently 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C O. 45j 

violently Qut of the carriage, (he called to 
Father Pedro to affift her; but on hearing 
the piftol fired, which fhe imagined had 
killed her friend, flie fainted in the chaife. 
Sigriora Sporza alfo was greatly alarijied ; 
but feeing the aggreflors fly, {he rofefrom 
her knees, on which fhe had funk when the 
piftol was fired, and aflifted Zeluco and Fa- 
ther Pedro in their endeavours to recover 
Laura, who, as foon as (he recognifed Sig- 
nora Sporza and the Father, and under- 
ftood that the danger was over, exclaimed, 
♦'What blefled angel has delivered u^ 
from the ruffians?" Father Pedro imme- 
diately anfwered, ** We all owe our deli- 
verance to Signor Zeluco/' — '* Signor Ze- 
luco r* cried Laura, with painful furprife* 
*• Yes, my daughter,'Vadded he; *' and here 
he is to receive our grateful acknowledg- 
ments." — '* We are all highly indebted to 
you, Signor," faid (he : * ■ How providen- 
tial was your coming!*' added Father ' 
Pedro, — * Confidering the hour of the 
night/^ faid Signora Sporza •** his com- 
ing feems miraculoufly fo/* 

Vqju. L E e Zeluco 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



434 z 6 L y c a 

Zeluco then informed them how be wa» 
induced to meet them; that as he drew 
near the carriagei hearing the ihrieks of 
Signora Laura, he had rode up to the ruf* 
fianst one of whomi he faid, he could have 
taken, had. he not been more anxious to 
lelieve them than to feize him. 

The driver and Giacomo having now re- 
covered from their terror, the carriage waar 
prepared, and the company moved towards 
the town. Giacdmo told the driver as they 
went, that he had made an obfervation 
which he would communicate to him as a 
friend, becaufe it might be of ufe on future 
occafions of the fame nature ; it was this : 
that while he continued to implore the firft 
three perfons to whom he had addreffed 
his prayers, no interpojfition had been made 
in his favour ; but that as foon as he be- 
gan to implore the protedion of St. Janu- 
arius, Signer Zeluco had appeared for the 
refcue of the company. ^' Certo,'' faid the. 
coachman, ** St. Januarius takes the great- 
eft care of all his votaries on Mount Ve- 
fuvius and the neighbouring diftri<a, ad 
■ ^ ^ ogni 



Digitized by 



Google 



Z E L U C 0/ 435 

pgni uccelhjio nido ^ belh ; but out of fight* 
of the mountain, he aflbred Giacomo that 
St. Januarius was as regardlefs of prayers 
as his neighbours* and not more to be de- 
pended upon than thofe he complained of. 

When the company arrived at the houfe 
, of Madame de Seidlit^, f either Mulo was 
giving her a circumftantial account of a 
robbery with aflaiSnation, which happened 
many years before on the road between 
Portici and Naples j and, as he with won- 
derful accuracy remarkedi looking at hia 
watch, much about the hour in which he 
was then fpeaking; he alfo detailed the 
providential manner in which the murderer 
was difcovered, and how he was broke oa 
the wheel, to the edification, as Father 
Mulo expreffed himfelf, of all the behold- 
ers, and the great comfort of the murdered 
pcrfon's widow. 

The powerful faculty hinted above, 
which the Father poflefied, and which 
flione with peculiar luftre in narrative, 
prevented thefe anecdotes from affeding 
Madame de Seidlits fo much as they would 
E e 3 ' oiherwife 
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dthcrwife have done. The fight of the 
company which now entered her houfe re- 
lieved her, however, frifm a fet of^ very 
difagreeable reflexions. 

. Father Pedro, in the prefence of the la- 
dies, gave her the hiftory of their adven- 
ture, in which the generous intrepidity of 
Signor Zeluco made a confpicuous figure'}- 
and the watchful care of Providence in 
fending him to their deliverance was men- ' 
tioned in the moft pious terms. 

Madame de Seidlits then poured out the 
grateful effufions of her heart in thanks to 
Zeluco, who modeftly acknowledged that, 
on feeing her alarmed at the ladies not 
returning, and being himfelf exceedingly 
uneafy, he had on leaving, her immediately 
mounted his horfe, and galloped towards 
Portici, which he (hqujd ever confidtr as 
the moft fortunate incident of his life, with 
whatever confequence the accident which 
had happened to himfelf fhould be at:- 
tended. 

*' Accident!*' cried Madame de Seidlits; 

♦* What accident?" — and then perceiTing 

/ blood 
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Wood on his clothes, — ^'* Alas! Signor," 
faid fhe, " you are wounded ! fend di- 
reftly for a furgeon !*' 

Father Pedro, who, notwithftanding the 
blood, had reafons of his own for thinking 
that he was not at all, or in no dangerous 
degree hurt, faid it would be bell that Ze- 
lufo were removed to his own houfe, where 
the wound would be examined more con- ^ 
venicntly, and propofed to accompany him 
immediately. 

Madame de Seidlits, wringing her hands- 
in the utmoft grief; begged that 'all' poffible 
care might be taken of him 5 for fhe (hould 
never again know comfort if any accident 
fliould accrue to fo worthy a man, particu- 
larly, added fhe, looking to Laura, on fuch 
an occafion. 

Her daughter, with more compofure, but 
with vifible emotion; begged of Father Pe-' 
dro not to leave Zeluco till his wound was 
drefTed, which fhe hoped would not be 
found dangerous. 

FatherlVIulo defired Zeluco to be of good 

cheer, for Heaven /eldom permitted villany 
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of this kind to pafi unpunifhed'; botJJiat 
in cafe this wound {hould prove mortal, he 
might rely upon if, that the planners of fuch 
a daring attack would be brought to open 
ihame ; for, fboner or later^ murdef 8 wisfre . 
always difcovered. 

Signora Sporza obfervcd to Zeluco, who 
by this time waa not the leaft alarmed iil 
the company, that the wound could tlot 
be dangerous, as he had been able » fit 
on horfeback while they were comliag to 
town. 

Zeluco was then put into a carriages . 
and ilowly tranfported to his own houife^ 
accompanied by Father Pedroi who did r^ 
chufe ^ to make any particular incjuipy, 
nor to exprcfs the furprife he really felt at 
there being a wound at all j for, as the 
carriage went flowly, he was afraid of be- 
ing overheard by the fcrvant that walked* 
by its fide* The wounded m^n himfelf 
was filent, except that once he niut* 
tered, " Damn the awkward blockhead! ''^ 
and afterwards, ** What a curfcd blup* 
der!" 

As 
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As foon as^ he was placed in %is own bed- 
chamber, " Is the furgeon come? ' faid he 
to JFather Pedro. 

*' Do you really wiflx for a furgeon ?*' 
faid the Father. 

** Certaialy ; don't you fee hotv I bleed ?*^ 

^' I fee blood ; burt I had hopes it was hot 
from your veins.'* 

** It is a curfed bilfinefs: pray fend for a 
s furgeon," cried Zeluco impatiently. — This 
was done accordingly. 

The valet and his accomplice had re- 
turned before Zeluco had even reached the 
town. The former, on hearing that a fur^- 
geon was fent for, and feeing blood on his 
mafter's arm, was aftonifhed, and cried, 
** How is it poffible. Sir, that you can be 
wounded ? For — ^" ' 

** Peace, babbler,*' faid Zeluco. 

" Can any thing be more natural,'* faid 
Father Pedro, with a farcaftical fmile, ** than 
for piftpls to make wounds, efpecially wheti 
fired by two fuch bloody-minded ruffians? 
But I mtift now leave you, Signor ; you 
may depeod on my prayers for your reco- 
E e 4 vcry^ 
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vcrji and that you may fooa reap the fruits 
of your generous valour/' , He then with- 
drew, convinced that the wound v^as {i€ti* 
tious, and invented as a natural incident 
on the farce, which would be better aded 
by the mailer, the fervant, and the fufgeon, 
without his taking any part. 
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CHAP. XLVIL 

A Medical Confultatlon^ 

A S Father Pedro went out, a Phyfician 
and Surgeon entered the room to- 
gether. It was found that the hullet had 
entered the arm, near the (houlder, and 
without having injured the bone or joint^ 
was felt beneath the (kin on the oppofitefide. 

It was extfaded without difficulty after 
an incifion. The Dodlor and Surgeon then 
retired to another room to confult. The 
latter was a Frenchman of fome humour, 
a confiderable ihare of ihrewdnefs, and 
much of a coxcomb. 

** This wound i3 nothing,'' faid the 
Poftor. 

" We muft try to make fometbing of it 
however," replied the Surgeon. 

" It will heal of itfelf dircaiy/* .refumc4 
the I>o^r. 

♦* It 
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« It muft therefore not be left to itfclf/* 
' faid the Surgeon. 

*' What farther do you intend ?'' faid the 
Phyfician; '^ little more feem6 neceiTaty, 
except applying fome frefh lint every day/* 

** Lafcta far' a Marc Antonio^^ replied 
tthei Sifrgeon, ^^ I will take care tl^at his 
£x)cellency fiiall not be expofed to danger 
^ the bi^h road for at leaft ^ month to 
dome," 

. «• Unlefe ii bfe to prefctibe fome cooling 
phyfic, and Aich i low ^egitfeen as will 
prevent his fuffering frocb vt^ant of exereifc, 
I cjcn do nothings" fttd tfhe Phyficrah; 

^* That i« doing i great d^ailj" laid tKi^ 
Surgeon; **^ ?t keeps the pittedt in lotr 
i^pi/its,^ and renders him bbecRfent/' - 

** But after all, how do yoii irifend to 
treat the woiind iffelf ?'* faid the Phyficiati. 

** I intend to treat it fecundum artem^' 
replied the Surgeon. 

« Bene, bene refpondifiir feld the ^liy- 

fician ; '* and fo much for tlie wound.— 

Now, pray what iay you to the hSvifs ?'* 

2 ^ continued 
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coatinucd the Phyfician ; '* they talk of a 
Ruffian fleet ta the Mediterr amean." 

** Whether that will take place or not/* 
faid the Surgeon, *^ depends entirely oa 
the king's plcafure.'* 

•* How for faid the Phyfician; *^ how 
cab his majefty prevent it ?*' 

** By threatening to fink- them if they 
prefumed to ent^r the StreightSi" replted 
the.Surgeon. •* The Toulon fleet will be 
fuf^cient/' 

'' Toulon fleet r* cried the Phyfieianj 
^ why, what king do you mean ?" 

•* Why, the king of France to be fore/' 
replied the Surgeon; ** What other kiia|^ 
can I mean ?*^ 

" Ft prego di fcufarmi^ Signor,-' cried 
the Phyfi9ian ; ^^ but in fpeakidg of the 
king in Naples, I thought the king of 
Naples might perhaps be meant.'' 

** Afe di' Bhy Signor,'* replied the Sur- 
geon ; *^ non nii venuto mat in penjiero ; but 
I believe,'' added hcs booking at his watch* 
^^ our confultatioa has lafted a decent time 
enough.'' 

The 
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The Phyfician being of the fame opinioa» 
they returned to the patient's bed-chamben 
The Dodor ordered a low diet> and cooling 
ptifans in great abundance. 

*' What do you think of the wound i \ 
laid Zeluco to the Surgeon. 

** It would be rafh to fpeak decifivcly at the 
very firft drefling, Signorj" faid the Surgeon. 

** But what is your general notion ?** 
refumed Zeluco. 

. •* Why, Signor, if my friend here will 
anfwer for keeping down the fever, I will 
do my beft to fave your Excellency's arm." 

" Save my arm T' exclaimed Zeluco ; '* I 
would rather be damned than iofe my arm, 
Sir." ^ ' ^ 

** That may be, Signor,*' faid the Sur-p 
geon, " but people are not always allowed 
their choice on fuch occafions.*' 

" Zounds, Sir!" exclaimed Zeluco; *' dp 
you think there is any danger of my lofihg 
my arm ?*' 

•* I am determined to fave it, if poffible,*' 

(aid the Surgeon, '* and it will afford me 

great pleafure to fucceed.'' 

• Here 
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Here the Phyfician interfering, begged 
of Zeluco to be compofed, for nothing re- 
tarded the cure of wounds more than im- 
patience ; he hoped, by the great fkill of 
his friend, every thing would terminate to 
his fatisfadion, provided he would be re- 
fighed, and follow the diredions that from 
time to time would be given him. > 

With much internal chagrin, Zeluco was 
obliged to aflurae the appearance of ferenity, 
aild he promifed to obey the injundlions of 
. thofe two learned gentlemen. 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 

The French Surgeon. 

npHE following day the Phyfician and 
Surgeon did not think it expedient to 
take the dreffings from the wound, but re- 
tiewed their injunctions that Zeluco fhould 
be kept exceedingly quiet, take his medi- 
cines pundkually, and ftridly adhere to the 
cooled regimen. As the wound now waa 
more painful than at firft, the patient be- 
came apprehenfive of lofing his arm, and 
complied with the diredions given, though 
liot without breaking out frequently into 
violent execrations on the unlucky chance 
by which he was reduced to the neceffity of 
fufFering fuch penance. 

Madame de Seidlits had fent a meflage, 
defiring that the Surgeon might call at her 
houfe when he left his patient. 

He went accordingly, and found Father 
Mulo with her. 

•• Um 
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^^ I am extremely happy, Madam/' faid 
the Surgeon, ** to have this opportunity of 
paying you my devoirs ; it is an honour I 
have long wilhed for. I perceive, by the 
brilliancy of your looks, that you are in 
charming health/* 

*? Pl-ay, Sir," faid Madame de Seidlits, 
y?ith impatience, ^* how dq you find r ?" 

*^ I afb you ten thoufand pardons, Ma-* 
dam, for interrupting you/' faid the Sur- 
geon; " but I beg to know, before you 
proceed, how the amiable and accomplifhed 
young lady your daughter does r*' 

•* My daughter is very well, Sir,*' an- 
fwered Madame de Seidlits; ** now* wilt 

you be fo obliging " 

•* You may command whatever is in my 
power,, Madam/' faid the Surgeon, bowing 
very low. 

*' Then pray tell me, Sir, how you left 
your patient/' 

•* I have a gr^at many patients, Madam ; 
but I prefume your Ladyihip inquires, at 
prefcnt, for Signor Zeluco/' 

^' I do, 
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^^ I do. Sir, and earneftly beg to kaow 
how you left him ?'* 

^' Much better than I found him, Ma- 
dam — I have cut a bullet out of him/' 

^* Poor gentleman !'' cried Madame de 
Seidlit8. 

" He is not the poorer for that. Madam,'' 
faid the Surgeon ; *^ he is a great gaitier 
by what has been taken. from hinv'' 

** I hope he is in no manner of danger ?" 
faid Father Mulo, who was ftill with her* 

*^ Alas ! Father/' faid the Surgeon, 
** how often are our hopes fallacious :*~a 
heretic hopes to go to Heaven> which is 
impoffible: is it not. Father?*' 

♦^ That certainly is impoflSblc," faid 
Mulo. 

" I knew/' continued the Surgeon, ** that 
you would be fully convinced of that great 
and comfortable trqth/^* 

** But you do not think this poor gentle- 
man in danger T' faid Madame de Seidlits* 

** A perfon of your Lady(hip's eiccellent ' 
Mnderftanding muft know/' replied the 

Surgeon> 
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Sufgfeoo, ** that gun-fhot wounds are often 
attended with danger." > 

*' This is only a piftol-fliot wound/' faid 
Father Mulo. 

** Vpry judicioufly obferved. Father,'* 
faid the Surgeon ; *• that certainly makes a 
difference ; it happens unluckily, however, 
that even piftol-fhot wounds prove fome- 
times mortal." 

" The bullet,! underftand, pafled through 
his arm onfy^'' faid Father Mulo. 

" Had it pafled through his heart al/bj it 
would have been more dangerous to be fure, 
Father," faidlhe Surgeon. 

** You have extrafied the ball — I think 
you faid fo, Sir?" refumed Madame de 
Seidlits. 

** I have. Madam, and quite in the 
manner recommended by Monf Lewis at 
Paris ; it is by much the fafeft. I never 
made a fweeter incifion in my life." 

" It muft have been very painful," faid 
Madame de Seidlits, fhrinking like one 
who fuffers. 

Vol. I. Ff ^* Painful! 
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** Painful !— not in the leaft, Madam T* 
replied the Surgeon ; ** I performed it with 
the greateft eafe.*' 

'* I imagine," fa^id Father Mulo, " the 
lady meant) that the operation muft have 
been painful to the patient.^* 

«^ To i\\Q patient y Oho!'' cried the Sur- 
geon ; ** your Ladyfliip fpoke of the patient, 
—did you ?" 

" I did indeed, Sir; I fear he fuffered a 
great deal/' faid Madame de Setdiits. 

" Why, yes, a good deal perhaps, 
though I (hould think not a vaft deal nei- 
ther. — I have feen many fuffer more ; — in 
fliort, there is no knowing," faid the Sur- 
geon, carelefsly ; then added with earneft- 
nefs, *' but of this I do affure you, Madam, 
that Monfieur Lewis's method is by much 
the beft.' I had the honour of being a fa- 
vourite eleve of his— and, in fome inftanceSf 
have inlproved on his ideaS/' 

*' I dare fay, Sir,'' faid Madame de Seid- 
lits, willing that he fhould withdraw, ** you? 
will do all that can be done fox this gen- 
tleman. 
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niemati. I fliall be glad to ktiow how he is 
after thfe next drefling. I have heard youf 
ikill much commended." 

'• Yo« are extremely pcflite and obligingi 
Madam,*' faid the Surgeon, bowing: ** your 
Ladyfhip, no doubt, has pafled fome time 
at Paris?" 

*' I never did. Sir ; I fliall c%pe(k to heat 
from you to morrow." 

'* I am furprifed at that,'' faid the Sur- 
geon ; *' I could have fworn that you had 
lived a conficjerable time at Paris." 

*' Pray, Sir," refumed Father Muloj 
" will you be kind enough> before you go, 
to fay whether or not you think this gen-j^ 
tinman's wound will be h>ng in healing ; 
for I have not yet been able to gather from 
your difcourfe what your opinion is/' 

'* The art of furgery, my good Father," 
replied the Surgeon, ** cbnfifts in healing 
wounds well and radically y not foon and fu- 
perficially ; the kft is the art of eharla- 
fans.'* 

** I honour the art of furgery, Sir," faid 

Madame de Scidlits ; *' it is one of the mod 

. F f 3 ufeful 



Digitized by 



Google 



452 Z E L U C O; 

ufeful that mankind polTefS) and parttcix^ 
larly fo to the braveft clafs o£ mankind.*' 

** Your politenefs can only be equalled 
by your excellent underftanding, Madam,'* 
faid the Surgeon. ** The art of furgery 
is not only the mod ufeful and moft ho- 
nourable, but alfo the moft ancient of all 
the arts ; it can boaft higher antiquity than 
the art of medicine itfelf/' 

" Perhaps it may be fo/* faid Madame 
de Seidlits. 

** I will have the honour of proving it 
to your Lady (hip/' faid the Surgeon ; then 
coughing and adjufting himfelf like one 
going to make a formal harangue, he be^ 
gan — " The earlieft race of mankind — '* 

** I am fully convinced it is as you af- 
fcrt,'* faid Madame de Seidlits, interrupting 
him ; ** but I muft really beg your forgive- 
ncfs for being obliged to leave you at pre- 
fent. You will be fo good as to let me 
know how your patient does after the next 
dreffing? — Your hunible fervant, Sir.— 
Adieu, Father/' 

7 When 
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When Madame de Seidlits was with- 
drawn : ** Is it poffible,*' cried the Surgeon, 
•* that this lady was never at Paris ?" 

** She never was, I affurc you,'* replied 
Father Mulo. 

** That feems very extraordinary," faid 
the Surgeon. 

** I had a notion,^' refumed the Father, 
*^ that there was a confiderable number of . 
people in the world who never were at 
Paris." 

*' Your reverence*s notions are all won- 
derfully well founded/' faid the Surgeon ; 
** but my furprife at prefent proceeds from 
my not being able to conjedure where or 
how Madame de Seidlits could acquirp fo 
much politenefs and liberality of fenti^ 
ment." 

** She was educated in a convent/' faid 
the Father. 

** That clears up the matter at once,'* 
faid the Surgeon ; **.for fo were you, Fa- 
ther, and yet perhaps you never were at 
Paris no more than the lady/' 

Ff3 «^' Never 
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•* Never ia my whole life," ^fwered 
Father Mulo. 

" Nor at Mofcow, ^either ?" added the 
Surgepn. 

" No, never/' anfwered the Father j 
f* though I have heard a good deal about 
Mufccrvy^ particularly of late.'- 

I* O5 you have ?'* faid the Surgeon* 

^* I have, indeed,*' anfwered Father Mu- 
lo ; *^ /ome people tell me it is larger thaq 
Naples, What is your opinion?" 

** About what?'' faid the Surgeon ; " I 
fear I do not quite underftand what your 
reverence means/' 

. *' I only afked \yhich you believed to be 
the largeft city> Naples or Mufcovy ?*' 

** Why, I fhould think Naples the moft 
populous," anfwered the Surgeon, '^ though, 
Mufcovy (lands upon rather more ground/^ 

** I had fome fufpicion of that kind my- 
felf/' faid Father Mulo. 
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CHAP. XLIX. 

An Anodyne Sermon. 
fmpediat verbis laflas onerantibus aures. Hor. 

\I7HEN Madame de Seidlits left Father 
Mulo and the Surgeon, it was partly 
to get free of the loquacity of the htter ; 
and alfo becaufe Laura, who did not chufe 
to appear herfelf, waited with impatience 
to know the Surgeon's opinion of Zeluco. 
That young lady had paffed a very difturbed 
night, owing, in fome tneafure, to the 
fright, but more to the uneafinefs fte felt 
on account of Zeluco's wound, or perhaps 
rather on account of the occafion on which 
he had received it ; for it is more than 
probable that Laura would have felt lefs 
concern had he received the fame wound in 
any other caufe. Of all mankind the per- 
fon fhe wiflied leafl: to be obliged to was 
Zeluco, . ' 

F f 4 Madame 
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Madame de Seidlits having perceived hep 
daughter's anxiety, although fhe had her-p 
felf been agitated by the alarming manner 
in which the Surgeon had fpoken, afFeded 
a degree of coippofure which (he had not^ 
and fpoke to Laura as if there were no 
doubt of his recovery ; fhe afterwards de* 
fired Signora Sporza and Father Mulo to 
talk the fame language to her. The fornjer 
did fo naturally ; for there appeared fome- 
thing n^yfterious and fufpicious to her in 
the whole adventure, arid (he nevejr once 
l)elieved him in aqy danger* 

Father Pedro vifited Zeluco daily, but 
never thought proper to alk any particular 
explanation of the accident by which he 
was wounded ; nor, did the latter ever talk 
to him but on the general fuppofition that 
the attack had been made by real robbers. 
Yet they fo far talked without difguife to 
each other, that the Father infornled Ze- 
luco of Laura's diftrefs on his account, the 
mother's precaution in foftening the ac- 
counts of his illnefs to her daughter, advifing 
^eluco, as the bell means of keeping alive 

the 
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the intereft ^trhich that young lady took in 
him, that he ftiould not be in too great a 
hurry to announce his perfect recovery j 
and declaring) at the fame time, that he 
bad better hopes than ever of his fuccefs* ' 

Several days after the adventure. Father 

Pedro found the three ladies together, and 

endeavouring to fuit the account he gave of 

Zeluco with the fentiments he wiftied to 

infpire, he faid, That, for his part, he 

did not know what to think of Signor Ze-> 

luco's ftate of health ; that fometimes the 

Surgeon imagined the wound difpofed tp 

heal, that foon after he declared that it 

had a worfe appearance, and threatened 

the moft dangerous confequences. But 

what gave him the greateft uneafinefs was, 

that the Phyfician, a man of great {kill and 

penetration, had told him, that he fuf^ 

pedled fome fecret anxiety of mind preyed 

upon his patient, producing a flow fever, 

which gradually undermined his ftrength, 

and deftroyed the effe£t of the medicines ; 

^nd he was much afraid would render a 

^opnd, which might othcrwift have been 

curedi 
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cured, the apparent caufe of his difToIu-i- 
tion. Madame de Seidlits threw a look 
at Laura, as the Father pronounced thefe 
wordsy and the young lady herfelf betrayed' 
fymptoms of great emotion. — •' Avaunt, 
thou prophet of evil !** cried Signora Sporza^ 
with an air of raillery, ** fee you not 
that this audience cannot bear a fermoa 
from the Lamentations of Jeremiah ? Nor 
is there need for fuch gloomy forebodings.. 
I will be anfwerablc for it, that our heroic 
Knight Errant's wound will heal in due 
time, in fpite of the fecrel forrow which, 
preys on his tender heart." 

Signora Sporza continued to flight every 
idea of danger, and endeavoured to keep 
up the fpirits pf her friends, which feemed 
ready to fink under the artful infinuaiions 
of Father Pedro. 

Signora Sporza, in confequence of the 
engagement above mentioned, fet out for 
Rome with her companion a few days after 
this converfation, having taken an affedipn- 
ate leave of her tvvo friends, both of whom 
Y^ere a little hurt at the want of concern (he 

difplayed 
5 
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i^ifplayed on account of the illnefs of Ze- 
luco, who, they imagined, merited more 
regard from her than (he was willing tp 
^llow. 

When flie departed, Father Pedro circu- 
lated, without reftraint, fuch reports as h^ 
thought would anfwer his purpofe, Oije 
day Madame de Seidlits was told, that Ze- 
Juco was a little better, the next a great 
deal worfe ; at one time it was given out, 
that the furg^on feared it might be necef* 
iary to amputate his arm as the beft mean? 
of faving his life ; and the Father was al- 
ways at hand to lament, that his generou9 
itftrepidity ihpuld be attended with fucb 
confeqiiences. 

One day he filled Madame de Seidlits*? 
mind with the greateft apprehenfions for 
Zeluco's life ; aflerting that the agony of , 
^is wound was excruciating ; that he had 
not (lept for the three lad nights, and that 
the fever threatened his brain, — ** What a . 
benevolecit' and liberal friend," exclaimed 
4f^e father, ^' are the poor about to lofe !'' 

And 
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And fo he left both the mother and daugh-* 
ter in very great concern. 

He had hinted to Zeluco himfelf, that he 
intended to give this impreffion, that he 
mights ad accordingly, and give fuitable 
anfwers to all inquiries made about his 
health. The Father's view was to imjprint, 
in the firft place^ a ftrong ' degree of com- 
paflion in the bread of Laura, in the hope 
that this would render her more favourable 
towards Zeluco; and he purpofed return- 
ing that fame evening to the ladies with 
exaggerated accounts of Zeluco's tortures, 
which, by totilly depriving him of fleep, 
augmented the fever j and wheii he fliould 
perceive Laura's compaffion ftrongly in- 
terefted, be intended again to urge his fuit 
in the hopes of obtaining fome favourable 
declaration from Laura> in the event of 
Zeluco*s recovery. 

This flxrewd plan, however, was a little 
deranged. Father Mulo called on Madame 
de Seidlits two hours after Pedro had lefl 
her. When be had fat a little while, ihe 

begged 
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begged he would be fo obliging as to pay 
a vifit to Signor Zeluco, endeavour to fee 
him, and return afterwards to her ; for his 
cafe, as Ihe was informed, altered every 
hour, and fhe did not kno^ whofe account 
to depend upon. Laura^ joined in this re- 
queft, that (he might be relieved from the 
reverend Father's converfation, which {he 
had always felt uncommonly oppreffive. 

Father Mulo's connexion with Madame 
de Seidlits's family was known to all Ze- 
luco's fervants ; therefore, although they 
had received orders tQ admit nobody to his 
chamber except the medical people and 
.Father Pedro, yet they imagined that Fa- 
ther Mulo was meant to be comprehended 
in the exception. He was accordingly in- 
troduced. 

But as Zeluco expeded no fuch vifit, he 
was not exadlly in the fituation he would 
have chofen, had he known of thq Father's 
coming. The wine and fweet-meats which 
were on the table had been placed there on 
Father Pedro's account, who was always 
pleafed to find a collation of that kind 

ready 
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ready arranged when he calM. Fatiief 
Mulo cxprefled great fatisfadion at feeing 
him look (o ttiueh better than he expeded, 
adding. That it would afford confolatiori 
to his friends, particularly to Madame de 
Scidlits, when he fliould inform them how 
well he looked. 

** Alas! Father," faid Zeluco, '' no- 
thing is more deceitful than looks. I am 
10 continual pain. I have not flept at all 
for thefe three nights. The phyfician 
thinks I toight be better if I could get fome 
fleep ; but nothing he orders has the effeft,* 
the agony of my arm is fo violent. Oh ! — '^ 

" You had beft take a glafs of wine ; 
allow me ta help you,*' faid the Father. 

** I dare not tafte wine," replied Zeluco^ 
<* but 1 beg you will help yourfelf to fontfe j 
and pray, my good Father, try at the fame 
time, if you can, to tafte thofe bifcuits ; you 
feem fatigued with walking in this fultry 
weather. There is a napkin to dry yoU 
with ; you are in a very violent perfpira- 
tion. Pray take another glafs of wine. — 
I will endeavour to fupprefs my complaints 

while 
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while you refrefh yourfelf. The lachryma 
Chrifii 18 excellent ; do tafte it." 

Father Mul'o acknowledged that he was 
indeed very much fatigued, having vifited 
many penitents that morning, and walked 
a great deal. After he had ate and drank 
very plentifully, thinking himfelf bound 
to repay Zelufco for his agreeable repaft, 
he prepared to do it in the moft ample 
manner in the only coin he ever carried 
about with him, a confolatory exhortation. 
He turned, therefore, from the bufet, and 
addrefled himfelf to Zeluco in thefe v^ords : 
*• The accident which has befallen you, 
my dear fon, in all human probability^ is 
the tnoft fortunate that could have happen- 
ed ; you have had time during your con- 
finement to refled on your pad life, and 
to repent of your manifold iniquities. As 
for the pain, it is temporary and trivial 
in comparifon of the pangs which finners 
endure in purgatory. Of what account 
are the frivolous enjoyments of fenfe ? of 
what avail are all fublunary-7-* ?" &c. &c. 
&c. * 

In 
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In this ilram and with an uniform tuo* 
notonous voice, mightily refemblihg the 
drone ot a bee, the Father continued his 
harangue with wonderful perfeyerance and 
ihut eyes» as was his cuftom when he 
prayed and admoniOied. ^ It is difH^It to 
fay how long he might have continued, 
had he not been furprifed into a full ilop^ 
in the midft of a fenterice full of undiqn, 
by the fnoring of Zeluco ; who, unwilling 
to interrupt the relation ^of Laura, and 
unable to attend to what he faid^ had been 
long lulled into fleep liy the lethargic hum 
of his voice. 

Father Mulo, opening his eyes, perceived 
the (ituation of ZeIuco« As it was no ways 
uncommon to the Father to* find many of 
his audience in the fame condition at the 
end of his fermons, he betrayed no marks 
of furprife on the prefent, occafion 5 but 
after having with wonderful compoijure 
finished what remained of his t>ottIe, ^nd 
ate a few more bifcuits, he walked foftly 
out of the room^ told the fervant that his 

mafter 
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mader had moft providentially fallen into 
repofe, and defired that he (hould on no 
account be diflurbed till he awaked of 
himfelf. 

Father Mulo> not chufing to be troubled 
with inquiries into particulars, fent a ge* 
ncral mafDige to Madame de Seidlit^, im- ' 
porting that Signor Zeluco was a great 
deal better. This afforded much pleafure 
to both the mother and daughter ; and the 
fame evening, when Father Pedro called 
on purpofe to.ftrengthen the impreflion he 
had already made, they congratulated him 
on the cgmfortable accounts they had re- 
ceived of Zeluco. As Father Pedro had 
not feen nor heard of him fince he had 
been lafl: with the ladies, he was a good 
deal furprifed at the intelligence ; he could 
fee no motive Zeluco could have for devi- 
ating from the plan that had bc^n fettled 
between them, and therefore declared his 
difbelief of the account which the ladies 
had received. ** Have you feen Signor 
Zeluco fi nee you were here?'' faid Ma- 
VoL. I. G g dame 
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dame de Seidlits. Father Pedro ovrncd 
that he had not — ** Then our accounts are^ 
later than yours, and may be depended on -, 
they come from Father Mulo, ^ho was 
with Signor Zeluco, and feht me the mef- 
fagc after he left him." 

'^ There is fome miftake/' faid Pedm 
angrily J ** he cannot poifiblybebc^tter/' 

** One would imagine, however;" faid 
Laura, " that there is nothing to put you 
out of humour in the intelligence we have 
received, and which it is certainly poffible 
may be true/* 

^* The reafon that I hav^ to fear that it 
is not," refumed Father Pedro, recolleding 
himfelf, '* makes me averfe to your adopt- 
ing an opinion which will give double ua- 
eafinefs when found to be falfe.*' 

" Whether it is falfe or true may be 
foon afcertained," faid Madame de Seidlits, 
who immediately fent a footman to inquire. 
The meflenger returned in a few minutes, 
and informed them, that Signor Zeluco 
had been alleep for feveral hours ; and that 
• he 
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he fl^pt fo calmly, there was every reafoa 
to hope he would be greatly better when 
he awoke. 

*^ Heaven be praifed !'* exclaimed the 
leather j " fome f>owerful foporific muft 
have been admiiiiftered to produce fuch a 
lafting efFed.'* 

Zelucx) was at length awoke by Father 
Pedro himfelf, who was greatly irritated at 
what had happened, and burned with im- 
patience- to vent bis ill-humour. 

" You feized a very feafonable moment 
truly for flumberirig/' faid he, after a long 
altercation. 

". I feized it not,'^ replied Zeluco; *' I 
am hoarfe with telling you, that, in fpite 
of all I could do, it feized me," 

" After I had melted^ them with the ac- 
counts of your fufferings, afluring them 
you had not flept for three nights, when I 
returned with the ftron^eft hopes of im- 
proving on this favourable difpofition of 
Laura 8 mind," continued Pedro, *' it was 
too provoking to find them informed that 
G « 2 you 



^ Digitized by 



Google 



46S Z E L U C a 

you were in perfefl: eafe, found afleep, and 
the cffed of all my labour annihilated/' 

" If the whole world had been to be an- 
nihilated, I could not help it,*' cried Zeluco; 
•* your brother Mulo has power to lull 
Prometheus afleep, in fpite of all the ef- 
forts of his.yulture. I'll tell you, Father,** 
added Zieluco, with vehemence, as if he 
ratended a flrongcr illuftratioo, ^y^cuffq^iL 
eloquence is fcarcely.more powerful to roiife 
and animate, than bh drowfy monodies are 
to benumb the fehfes/' 

This laft ftfdke foftened the wrath, and 
fmoothcd thebrowof Fjither Pedto. «* Well, 
wellf my friend," faid he, with a fmile, 
** repining at what is pad can do no good ; 
all may yet be repaired; that this long and 
unexpected repofe has been of fervice to 
your health muft not be denied to the ladies, 
but remember that you are to recover very 
flowly, and that you may poffibly relapfe." 
After a corifultation of fome length, they 
feparated as good friends as even 
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CHAP. L. 

II eft auffi facile de fe tromper foi-meme f^s s'en ap-^ 
percevoir, qu'il eft difEcile de tromper les autres 
fans qu'ils s'en apper^oivent. RocHEt-QUCAULT. 

^ A BOUT this t!me> Madame de Sadlits 
retcf ?ed o^cooiitit$ of the failure of 
a houfe at Fraakfort, La which her huf- 
band had placed mdil '][Mirt of the money 
he had left for the ufe of ;hia widow and 
daughtei:. ^ \n the/ftine h<H^e alfo waa the 
refidue of the money prodttfjcd by the fale 
of her furqiture aa4 pth«r- effe^sr, when 
flie left Germany 5 part of which had 
ferved to defray the expeoce of her journey, 
the reft ihe had ordered to be remitted to 
her banker at Naple$, and expeded every 
day to hear that this was done, when the 
fad news of the failure arrived. 

This nisws was accompanied^ as ia ufual 

on fuch occafions> with the comfortable af* 
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fertion that it was only a temporary flop- 
page of payment; for that the houfe would 
pay all it owed in time. However tha| 
might be, Madame de Seidlits felt very 
great imiriediate incopveniency from the 
accident ; fhe had already contraded debts 
at Naples, for the difcharge of which her 
fole reliance was upon nhis money : (he 
concealed this misfortune from Laura, to 
fave h^er the (hock of fuch calamitous' news, 
and in hopes that (he mjght in a few pofts 
have the firft ftatement confirmed that 
there would finally be no Ibfs by the bank- 
ruptcy. In this diftrelfing fituation (he 
lamented the abfence of Signora Sporza, 
who was the only perfon to whom (he 
could freely jpeak on fuch a fubje£t j and 
(he oiKe thought of writing to her for a 
fmall fupply of money for her immediate^ 
occafions ; but fearing that this might not 
be convenient, or perhaps not agreeable, 
and having naturally a great reludlance to 
lie under a pecuniary obligatiori, (he de- 
termined rather to part with her jewels, 

^ even 
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€ven thofe which fhe had received from her 
hufband, and on that account valued far 
above their intrinfic worth ; (he accordingly 
applied to a jeweller, and fold them for a 
fum fufEcient for the dilcharge of her mofl: 
urgent debts. 

Father Pedro haying feen the jeweller, 
.with whom he was acquainted, coming out 
of Madame de Seidlits's houfe, entered into 
converfation with him, and endeavoured, 
from a prying difpofition not uncommon 
to monks, to lift from him what his bufi* 
nefs with her was -, for he well knew that 
Madame de Seidlits was not in circum- 
iftances to purchafe jewels. The jeweller, 
in confequence of her injunctions, evaded 
bis queftions, which more and more excited 
the curiofity of Father P^dro, who did not 
reft till he learned frota one of the jeweller's 
workmen, what his mafter's bufinefs with 
Madame de Seidlits was. 

This gave the Father an idea of the 

<liftrefs of her circumftances far beyond 

what he had hitherto entertained, and in- 

fpired him at the fame time with frefh 

G g 4 hopes / 
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hopes of fuccefs in the fchcme he was fo 
fanguinely -erfgaged in. He imm^iatJely 
communicated the iniclligence to 2ieloca, 
adding. That he imagined it would be no 
longer neceffary for him to exaggerate the 
tineafinefs of his wound, but rather to 
admit the idea Which the ladies had already 
received of its being better ; ahhoogh his 
general health was dill delicate, this plan 
would allow him the benefit of enjoying 
the freih air, the plez^furc fbmetimes of 
feeing and paying his court to Laura, 
while the perplexed ftate in which the 
mother's circumftanccs fcemed to be, with 
the admonitions which the Father under- 
took on every proper occafion to give both 
to the mother and daughter, might at 
length dilpofe them to liften to hi§ pro- 
pofal. 

Zeluco waited' on Madame de Seidlits 
and Laura the following day ; they both 
manifeded Ancere fatisfadlion at feeing 
him. Madame de Seidlits cautioned him, 
with all the folicitude of friendfhip/ to be 

very 
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T£py careful of hirnfelf till his health (hould 
he iVUy reflbred } and Laura, impreflTed 
with a "fenfe of obligation, and foftened bj 
the danger in which he had been, behaved 
with more cordiality than fhe had ever 
ftiewn to him before. He continued to 
Yifit them very frequently, and was always 
received in the fame manner. 

Father Pedro congratulated him on the 
very fr;endly reception which he met with, 
from which he augured an agreeable an- 
fwer when he (hould next fpeak to Madame 
deScidlits an the fubje^S: of Zeluco's fuit, 
which he hinted he intended to do very 
foon ; bvit the fame circumftances which 
had imparted this confidence to the mind 
of the Father, revived Zeluco's original 
hopes of obtaining Laura without marriage. 
He imagined that the proud fpirit of both 
mother and daughter, humbled by misfor* 
tune and terrified by the horrors of im- 
pending poverty, would in a fliort time 
acquiefce in the fettlements be determined 
to make, uncloggcd with the ceremony he 
detefted. 

He 
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He wiflied not, therefore, that the Fa- 
ther, by a precipitate renewal of the pro- 
pofal of marriage, fhould render it, more- 
difficult for him to fucceed upon his own 
terms, as he expedled, though perhaps at 
a more diftant period. 

The wound in his arm was now on the 
point of healing s but the fears he had un- 
dergone, the medicines he had taken, the 
regimen he had followed, had weakened 
him confiderably, giving him alfo an ap- 
pearance of licknefs, which correfponded 
with the accounts that had been fpread of 
his danger, and enabled him to fupport a 
delay in the gratification of his defires, 
with a degree of patience which he could 
not have difplayed had he been in perfedl 
health. 

He begged of Father Pedro, therefore, 
pot to urge his former fuit at prefent, ex- 
prefling an appr-ehenfion of difgufting the 
ladies by too much importunity ; then 
talked of his forrow at the thoughts of the 
diftrefs they were in, wiflied th^t the Fa- 
ther would prevail on Madame de Seidliis 

to 
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to accept of a futn of money, with which 
he diredlly prefented him, on the pretence 
of its coming from a perfon who fufpeded 
her fi tuaiion, but was unknown to Father 
Pedro and to herfelf, and was determined 
to conceal the tranfadion from all the 
world. ' 

Although Zeluco behaved on this occa- 
fion with a gopd deal of addrefs, fpokfe 
with great g^ntlenefs and in plaufible terms, 
Father Pedro's penetration pervaded his 
hypocrify, and he at once faw his motive 
and drift. 

Father Pedro, it muft be confefled, was 
not a monk of that rigid felf-denial and 
fublime piety that will intitle him, an hun- 
dred years after his death, to canonizatiotf. 

Had Laura been inclined to meet Zeluco 
on his own terms, very poffibly he yeould 
have winked at the connexion, or given her 
abfolutipn on eafy terms; but his mind re^ 
volied at the thought of being acceffary to 
betraying her : befidcs, the virtues of Ma- 
dame de Seidlits and hier daughter com- 
14 manded 
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maDded his .entire, ^fteem; vrhereat the 
moaey he had from time to time recdred 
from Zeluco had not produced a iingfe fen*^ 
timent in his favour. He wilhed well to 
both the f(»:mer« and would have cheer- 
fully ferved them in any thing not attended 
with great inconveniency to himfelf ; but 
Jbe wouM not have abftained from a pinch 
of fuuS^ when his nofe required it, to have 
faved the other from ihe gallows, — For 
thefe reafons Father Pedro refufed the mo- 
ney ; faying^ He was fufiiclenily acquainted 
with Madame de Seidlits, to know that 
fuph an offer would offend her ; that as for 
his own part he had been induced to inter- 
fere in this bufmefs^ with the fole view of 
rendering him the moft effential fer vice that, 
in his opinion, one man could do to ano- 
ther, by ailifting him in his avowed in* 
xlination of marrying one of the moft ac- 
compliihed, beautiful^ and virtuous women 
in Europe : " But," continued he, " Signor, 
if you have altered your mind, my inter- 
ference of courfe muft end here.'! 

To 
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To this Zeluco replied, That he was 
fenfible of what he owed to the Father ; 
that he would ever take the warmeft in« 
tereft in both the ladies ; but wiflied not 
to have his former propofal prefled on 
them at that particular time« 



END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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